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_ Frontiers of the Roman Empire
Roman provinces and frontiers in the middle of the 294 century AD

Education and Cutture

Culture 2000

I. Map of the Roman empire under the Emperor Antoninus Pius (AD 138-161)
Kapra Ha Pumckata umnepus B cpeaata Ha ll B.H.e., no BpemeTo HO AHTOHMHYC Muyc (138-161 rH.e.)
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FOREWORD

The inscription of the German Limes as a World
Heritage Site in 2005, joining Hadrian's Wall on the
World Heritage Site List, was an important step
towards the creation of a new trans-boundary
Frontiers of the Roman Empire World Heritage Site.
Such a Site might in fime encompass all surviving
sections of the frontiers of the Roman empire.
UNESCO has long regarded communication with
the wider public and the provision of information
as important. Accordingly, | welcome the launch
of this series of publications which provides back-
ground information on this multi-national World
Heritage Site and its possible future development
as well as on the various national sections of the
frontier. The multiplicity of languages is a reflec-
fion of the large number of states which once
formed part of the Roman empire.

The frontiers of the Roman empire form a link
between these many countries. They also form a
link between the states within the former Roman
empire and those without for all the Roman arte-
facts now on display in the museums beyond the
empire flowed through these frontiers. The fron-
tiers of the Roman empire, once a great divide,
form a unifying element in today's world.
UNESCO is pleased to be associated with this ini-
tiative to inform a wide audience about the pro-
posals to improve the understanding and protec-
tion of the frontiers of one of the world's greatest
states.

NMPEATOBOP

PernctpmpaHeto Ha [epMAHCKMST AMMEC KATO
06EKT HO CBETOBHOTO HOCAEACTBO Npe3 2005 T. u
NPWBABSIHETO HA XAAPWUAHOBATO CTEHA B
CMUCBKA HO MOAOBHM OBEKTU € BOYKHA KPAYKA
HaMpeA  KbM  Cb3AQBAHETO  HA HOBW
TPAHCTPAHNYHM OBEKTM HO CBETOBHOTO PUMCKO
HOCAEACTBO.

IOHECKO ¥vMa OTAGBHALUHO BPb3KA C MO-
LUMPOKATA MYBAMKA M MPEAOCTABSIHETO HO BADKHA
nHGOopMaLMs. B 131 BPB3KA, MPUBETCTBAM MyC-
KAHETO HA cepusara nyeAKALMK, KOSITO npe-
AOCTQBSI OCHOBHA MHPOPMALYS, KOKTO BbPXY
o6eKkTMTe Ha CBETOBHOTO HACAEACTBO OT
MEXAYHAPOAEH XAPAKTEP, TAKA U BbPXY PA3-
AVYHM HOLUMOHOAHKM YYOCTbLIM HA TPAHMULIATA.
MHOroo6pa3mMeTo Ha e3nLmUTe € OTPCHKEHNE HA
MHOYXECTBOTO ADBPXKCBM CHCTABASIBAAW YACT OT
PrumckaTa umnepwust.

lPaHMUMTE HO PUMcKaTa nMnepust ca 6pbHKATA,
KOSITO CBbP3BA TOAKOBO MHOMO CTPAHMW. Te OCBEH
TOBQ OMPEAENSIT BOB3KATA MEXAY AbPXKOBUTE OT
OVBLIATA PUMCKO vMNepus 1 Te3n MU3BbH Hesl,
30LLOTO BCUYKM PUMCKM MPEeAMETH, KOUTO cera
CQA N3AOXKEHU B My3eunTe AGAEY OT MMEPUSITA Ca
MWUHOAM MNpe3 Te3n rPaHvumM. [paHuumTe Ha
PyMCKaOTO umMnepus AOCKOPO PA3NOKbCAHM
BeYe CbCTABASBAT OOEAMHSIBALL, EAEMEHT HA
CbBPEMEHHMUS CBAT.

FOHECKO 1mMa yAOBOACTBMETO HO € CHMPUYACTHO
KbM TOBO HAYMHAHME AQ ObAE OCBEAOMEHA
LMPOKATO  AyAUTOPUST 30 MPEAAOXKEHUSITA,
CBBbP3AHM C MNO-A006POTO OCMUCASIHE U 3AKPUAQ
HO TPOHVMUMTE HA €AHA OT HAW-TOAeMUTE
CBETOBHW AbPXKABM.

Francesco Bandarin
®dpaHyecko BaHAQPUH

Director, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO

AnpekTtop, LleHTbp 3a cBeTOBHOTO HaOCAeACTBO, FKOHECKO
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2. View on the Danube near Novae (Bulgaria)

M3raea Ha AyHae B okoaHocTuTe Ha Novae (Bbarapus)
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PREFACE

Today’s world offers many challenges. Roman
frontiers defined a single state, albeit one which
no longer exists. Their remains are now spread
across our countries in Europe, the Middle East
and North Africa. Not surprisingly, our knowledge
of the archaeological resource varies from coun-
tfry to country. Yet, the common features of
Roman frontiers demand that they are treated as
a single monument. Roman frontiers are the joy of
the aficionado of cultural tourism — here is one
great cultural route running right round the
Roman empire, offering not just different sites but
a wide range of landscape and scenery.
Protection is a complex issue in the face of our
modern society and its demands. Archaeologi-
cal investigation is an increasingly complex oper-
ation requiring more resources. Access to existing
information can be difficult owing to the range of
languages and styles of documentation. Visitors
have high expectations, fuelled by television and
other media presentations. To create and manage
a single large monument such as the “Frontiers of
the Roman Empire” demands a management
philosophy in which the whole frontier complex is
tfreated holistically while local tfraditions and prac-
tices are respected: This is a considerable chal-
lenge as well as a great opportunity for interna-
tional co-operation.

It is clear that the protection and enhancement
of our common heritage requires much energy
and tolerance, between and among the scientific
community and administrators, at every level
from the local to the international.

YBOA

AHELWHWs  CBAT  HU  MPEAAQra  MHOXECTBO
M3MUTAHKSL. TPAHWUMTE HA PUMCKOTO MMnepust ot
NOAUTUYECKA TAEAHA TOYKO HEe CbLLEeCTBYBAT. HO
AO HALLe BpeMe Ce e 3arna3nAa CAMO MAAKA HYOCT
OT TSX. TIXHWM OCTOHKM C€& HAMWPAT B MHOrO
PANOHM B MHOIO €BPOMNENCKN ABbPXKABK, BAM3KMS
n3tok n B CesepHa AdpuKka. BbB BCaKka oOT
CTPAOHUTE OTAEAHUTE OBGEKTM CA B PA3AUYHO
CbCTOgHME. HO TexHute oblwM 4Yeptn ca
OCHOBQHME 30 TOBQ, Y€ LFAATA IPAHULLA MOXE AQ
ObAE PAIAEXAOH KATO €AVH OTAEAEH APEBEH
obekt. Cblo TOKA PUMCKATA TPOHULA € U
TYPUCTUYECKA ATPAKUMST — OT TAM MWHABA
TYPUCTUHECKOTO TPACE BOAELLO MO  LSIAQTA
HSIKOTALWHA PUMCKa umnepus. TaMm Morar Aa ce
BUASIT HE COMO OTAEAHU MECTA, HO U MOXKEM AQ CU
MPEACTABUM QHTUYHKS MEN3AK U SKMBOT.
3aWmMTaTA HO TPOHMLATA € HALWE 30ABAKEHME.
APXEOAOTNYECKUTE U3CASABOHUSI HU ACQBAT BCE
MO-HOBM ACHHW. Bbnpekm ToBA AOCTBMNA AO
TEXHUTE PE3YATATU € TPYAEH — MOBOA 3Q TOBA CA
e31KOoBATA Bapuepa 1 PA3AVKUTE B CUCTEpUTE 30
AOKYMEHTMPOHE. HO nocetnteAmte nMaT ronemum
M3NCKBAHMS MOPOAEHN OT CPEACTBATA 30 MOCOBA
nHGopMaLMs. TOKMBA MPOEKTU KATO “TpaHMLM HO
Pumckara Vimnepus”AQBAT Bb3MOXHOCT AQ Ce
M3PABoTN OBLLA GUAOCODKS, MO3BOASIBALLA 30
LIINOCTHOTO PA3IAEXKACQHE HA PUMCKMST AMEC C
OTPA3IBAHETO HA MECTHUTE TPOAMLMM U CbC
30MA3BEHETO HA MecTHUTe obundyaun. ToBa HaW-
FTOASIMOTO MPEAN3BUKATEACTBO 1N EAHOBPEMEHHO
MPOBAEM, KOMTO TPSIGBA AQ CE MPEOAOAEE B
POMKUTE HO MEXAYHAPOAHOTO ChTPYAHNYECTBO.
TOBA CBTPYAHUYECTBO U3UCKBA KOHCEHCYC MEXAY
HY)XAUTE HAO OPXEOAO3UTE U U3NCKBOHUSITA HA
MECTHUTE OBLLHOCTM U BAACTU, KOKTO HO MECTHO,
TAKA U HO MEXAYHAPOAHO HUBO.

David Breeze
Aensna bpuina
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3. Fortification and corner tower at the fortress of Gasr Bishr (Jordan)

VKpenAeHus u braoBa Kyaa Bbe GpopT Gasr Bishr (MopaaHus)
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FRONTIERS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Common cultural heritage
of the Roman empire

Roman frontiers are part of a common heritage of
the countries circling the Mediterranean Sea. Suc-
cessive generations have built on that heritage
and modified it thus helping to create our modern
world. Today, our world appears to be diverse, di-
vided by language, religion and fraditions. Yet, our
heritage is more common than we sometimes ap-
preciate. Much knowledge of the ancient world
has come to us through the Arab world, the real
inheritors of the late Roman empire.

How the Romans managed to rule their enormous
empire with arelatively small professional army is a
spectacular statement of power and a constant
fascination. The Romans were not only experts in
the use of power —and force — but also in portray-
ing astrongimage about themselves. Indeed, that
image was so strong that it still excites our imagi-
nation today. Great literature and fantastic films
demonstrate our confinuing fascination with that
image.

rPAHULA HA PUMCKATA UMNEPUS

O6LO KYATYPHO HACAEACTBO HA PumMckara
UMnepus

[baHWuUMTE HO PUMCKOTO UMnepust ca 4acT OT
KYATYPHOTO HOCAEACTBO HO BCUHKM  CTPAHM
PA3MOAOXKEHN OKOAO CpeamszeMHo Mope. Ot
MOKOAEHME HA MOKOAEHKME TOBA HOCAEACTBO CE €
0BOrarsIBAAO U MPOMEHSIAO, A B PE3YATAT HO TOBA
HALLKS CBSIT € MPUAOBUA CEraLLHMS U BUA. AHEC
M3TAEXAQ HO ANDEPEHLMPAHO M MOAEAEHO OT
€31KOBU, PEAUTUHUN N TPAAULMOHHU PASAMUKU.
Bbnpekn ToBA CNoMeHAa 30 06O HOCAEACTBO €
CUAEH CMOUTEAEH eAeMeEHT. [oAgMa 4YacT OT
MO3HAOHKMSITA 30 AHTMKA € MPOCDBLLECTBYBAA AO
AHEC BAAropdpeHUe HO APABCKUS CBSIT, KOUTO €
OUA AENCTBUTEAHUSIT HACAEAHMK HA KbCHATA
Pumcka nmnepwust.

YecTo Cr 30A0BAME BbMNPOCA: KAK PUMASIHUTE CA
YAPABASIBOAM  TOAKOBO  TOASIMA  UMMNepus?
YcngsaAM €A C MNOMOLWTA HA CPAOBHUTEAHO
MQAKATQA, HO 30 TOBA MbK MHOTO A0Bpe 0b6y4eHaTa
apmusl,  KOSITO  M3BbH  FMPAHULM €&  BuAa
NPEeACTABUTEA 30 CUAQTA HA UMNepusta. He
TpsIGBa 06AYe AQ Ce 3a0PAaBs, HE PUMASIHUTE HE
Cca BUAM CAMO CMNEeLUAAUCTA B U3NOA3BAHETO HA
CUAQ 1N HOCUAME, HO CA MPOBEXAAAM eDEKTUBHA
MPOMNAraHAG W AEUCTBUS BOAELM A0  dop-
MUPQHETO HA $ICEH, No3uTBEH 06pa3. 3a
edEeKTMBHOCTTA HA Te3n AENCTBUSI CBUASTEACTBA
dOoKTa, 4e 1 A0 AHEecC ToWm € B HAWeTo
BbOOPOKEHNE. BeAnkara Autepatypa v npe-
KPACHUTE OUAMKW MOCBETEHWM HA Pumckarta

VMNepusl  AOKA3BAT, 4Ye TOBA  OBAsgHME
MPOABAXKABA AQ € XKMNBO.
4. The walls of Constantinople (Turkey). It was in 1453 that they fell to the Turks
and the Roman empire came to an end
Crenute Ha KoHcTaHTuHOMOA (Typuums), koiTo B 1453 roamHa e 6uA npesseT oT TypuuTe,
KOETO € BMAO MpUUMHATA 32 OKOHYATEAHMS YMaAbK Ha Pumckara umnepus
9
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5. The Arch of Titus at the
Forum Romanum in Rome (Italy)

Apkara Ha TuTt Ha Forum
Romanum B Pum (MTaaus)

Sk

i%’%t ﬁ_f % The Roman empire

p | o

J-% z %% The Roman state, in one form or another, survived

,;T? j@$ for over 2000 Yeors. Its empire was one of the great-
/@’ij; ] es‘r.s’ra’fes. WhICh the world hgs seen, close only to

S aag ﬁ China in its size and longevity. Indeed, our knowl-
g”‘;g,@/g edge of the administrative arrangements of the

Z ii’% Chinese empire, which have survived in better

? %‘, %f # condition and more detail than those for the Ro-
24 %{_g{i man empire, aids our understanding of the work-
)ﬁ }:‘t#ﬁ # ings of Roman frontiers.

A ; g Many great monuments of the Roman empire are

World Heritage Sites, including Rome itself, but al-
6. Military documents of the Han period, so many of its important cities such as Mérida
200 BC — AD 220 (China) and Lugo (Spain), Orange and Arles (France), Split
(Croatia), Istanbul (Turkey), Petra (Jordan), Leptis
Magna (Libya) and Volubilis (Morocco). Yet these
most developed parts of the Roman world were
protected and at the same time defined by fron-
tiers. It was as if these frontiers were, as Aelius
Aristides remarked in the second century AD,
“enclosing the civilised world in aring”. The fron-
tiers did define the Roman empire and were es-
sential for the stability and therefore economic
growth of the interior: they allowed the cities of the
empire to flourish. An essential part of the Roman

BolickoBu AoKyMeHT oT enoxata Ha XaH (KuTait)

7. The Great Wall of China, World Heritage Site genius was its ability fo win the support of the peo-
since 1987 ple it conquered. It respected local traditions and
BeAnkaTa KuTalicka CTeHa, BriMCaHa B CMCbKa Ha ethnic characteristics, so long as the superior sta-
CBeTOBHOTO KyATypHO HacAaeacTBO B 1987 roamHa tus of Rome was not challenged.

10
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8. The Roman city of Volubilis (Morocco) 9. Relief with soldiers wearing elephant helmets,

Pumckus rpaa Volubilis (Mapoko) Tell el-Herr (Egypt)

Pered npeacTapsLl, BOMHULM B Tbil HapeYeHUTe
CAOHCKM wAeMoBe, Tel el-Herr (Eruner)

PuMckara umnepus

MpomeHswa obAnMka cu, PuMckata uvnepwus
npocbLecTsyBa noseye o1 2000 roanHn. buaa e
eAHO OT HAW-TOAeMUTe CTPAHWM B cBeTa. [lo
BEAVNYMHA 1 BPEME HA CbLLECTBYBAHE MOXKE AQ CE
CPQBHSIBO COMO C KUTAMCKATA LUMBMAM3ALMS. 3A
TOBA He BVBA AQ YY4YABA GAKTA, Ye N3CAEABAMKM
NPOBAEMATUKATA 3Q TPAHULMTE HA PumckaTta
MMMNEepus M3NOA3BAME MNO-AOOpe 3anaseHuTe
KUTANCKU U3TOYHULIN.

MHOro pUMCKM MOCTPOMKK, 3AMOYBAVKK OT Te3u,
KOWTO 3HOEM B COMMUS PyM, CaO OBLLLO CBETOBHO
HOCAEACTBO. MoXeM AQ M OTKPWUEM B MHOTMO
CTPaHU. AO AHEC HM Bb3XMLLOBAT TAKVBA MPAAOBE
Kato: Mepuaa v Ayro (Micnanus), Opark 1 ApAa
(®paHums),  Cnamt  (XbpBaums),  VcTambya
(Typums)), Metpa (MopaaHus), Aentuc MarHa
(Andus) n Boanybnamc (Mapoko). AHeC Te3n Han-
PA3BUTM YACTW OT QHTUYHUST PUMCKU CBAT CA
30WMUTEHN. 3a HAC TFPAHUUMTE HA Pumckata
ViMnepuss A0 AHEC CA MEHTOAHO TPaHULA,
PA3BUPAHA TAKO KAKTO € KA3OA ueeelys B |l
B.H.e. Aeanyc Apuctmaec. Torm e HANMCaA, 4e

roOHVUMTE  HA  MOMbLATA  AbPXOABA  CA 10. Tombstone of civilians from Aquincum

"OBKPBKOBAAM  LEANS  LIMBUAMBOBAH  CBSIT'. (Hungary) wearing the local Pannonian dress

HauCTMHO MO HSIKAKBB HAYMH T AEPUHMPAT Haarpo6Ha naoua c obpasa Ha >kuTeA Ha

MMMepUsTA U Ca  OCHOBATA 30 HelHaTa Ag”incum (YHrapus) B MecTHO naHoHcko
obAeKAO

CTABUAM3ALMST U UKOHOMWYECKO Pa3BUTUE;
ACQBAAN CA  Bb3MOXXHOCT 34 TPAHAMO3IHOTO

11

o



It encouraged localself-government, merely plac-
ing on top the relatively small imperial administra-
tion. Thisimperial administration helped to hold the
whole fabric of the empire together. Members of
the aristocracy criss-crossed the empire from one
appointment to another. The army brought a
touch of Rome to the furthermost corners of the
empire. More than that, it was a catalyst, helping
to create a new frontier society.

I'l. Artefacts from Berenice (Egypt): obverse
and reverse of a silver coin of the Western Indian
monarch Rudrasena Il (AD 362)

ABepc 1 peBepc Ha MOHeTa Ha Kpaa PyapaceH |l
(362 r. np.H.e.) HamepeHa B Berenice (Eruner)

12. A graffito in Tamil-Brahmi on a Roman Dressel 2—4
amphora. The text mentions a man named Korra,

a south Indian chieftain, dating to the mid-first century
AD (Berenice, Egypt)

Graffito nomecteHo Ha am¢popa ot Tun Dressel 2—4 ot
cpeaata Ha | B. H.e., oTkpuTa B Tamil-Brahmi (MHaKs)
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pPa3BUTUE HA rPaaoBeTe. ChLUMHATA HO PUMCKATA
FTEHUAAHOCT € BUAO YMEHMETO ACQ MOMAra Ha
Xopara AQ MNOGEXAQBAT U AQ Bb3OYXAQ
PA3BUTUETO. YBAXKOBAHK CQ MECTHATA TPAAMLNG U
ETHUYECKNS MPOU3X0A TOAKOBO ABAFO, AOKATO
rOCMNOACTBOTO HA PrM He € BUAO 3aCTPALLEHO.
TA3M NOAUTUKO € BUAQ 3A3APABSIBAHA OT MECTHATA
PUMCKQO QAMUHUCTPALMS. LIeATa HO LEHTPAAHAOTA
BAQCT € BMAQ AQ MOAABPXKA EAMHCTBOTO U AQ
YMPABASIBO MOCOKATA HA PA3BUTUE, O YECTO U HA
€KCMAH3Ms. 30 TOBA € MOMAraAd eAaCTUYHOCTTA
HO  GQAMUHUCTPAUMATA.  APUCTOKPATUYHUTE
CAYXKUTEAU COA OUAM U3NPALLOHM B PA3AUYHU
KpAUWA HA  UMAepuaTta.  Yecto  TexHute
30ABMKEHNS CA BUAK CMEHSIHU. OT APYra CTPaHA
30AQ4ATA HA apMusITa € BuAa Aa 6aAM 3
CMOKONCTBMETO U AQ OpaHM  AOPUM  HAW-
OTAQAEYEHUTE MECTA, AQ 303APOBSIBA YYBCTBOTO
30 6e30MnAacTHOCT U 3awmura. o To3M HA4YMH
aApMUITA € MOAMNOMOrHAAQ 34 Cb3AQBAHETO HA
HOBO MPAHMYHO OBLLECTBO.

|3. The tombstone of Regina, wife of Barathes of
Palmyra, from South Shields (UK). The lower inscription
reads in Palmyrene: “Regina, the freedwoman of
Barathes, alas”

Haarpo6Ha naoua Ha Regina »eHata Ha Barates ot
Maamupa, otkputa B South Shilds (Beanko6putarus).
Haanuca Ha naamupckara asbyka raacu: Regina
ocBoboaeHa oT Barates, kaAko

12
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14. Career-map of Cl. Paterculus Clementianus, a senior officer, who made his way from the lower Rhine, to the
Danube, to the Middle East, to Sardinia, Tunisia and finally Austria through a succession of military and civilian posts

Cxema Ha kapuepata Ha Cl. Peterculus Clementanus, Bucl oduLiep, KOMTO e 3aro4yHaA CBOsTa Kapuepa Kpai AOAeH
PeH, caea ToBa e cAy>MA Kpalt AyHaB, Ha Baunzkus M3Tok, B CapanHus, B TyHUC, a s e 3aBbpLUMA B ABCTpUS

Frontiers and trade

Frontiers were the membrane through which Ro-
man ideas as well as artefacts percolated into the
outside world. Roman frade extended eastwards
to India and beyond, southwards info the Sahara
Desert and northwards to the shores of the Baltic
Seaq, and, in return, brought a vast range of goods
and products into the empire. The museums of
many countries beyond the empire contain
Roman artefacts and hint af the extent of Roman
influence.

FpPaHUUM U THProBUS

MPaHMLUMTE CA MPEACTABASIBOAN BUA MEMOPAHQA,
npe3 KOSITO B ABETE MOCOKM CA MPOHNKBAAN KAKTO
MAEW, TAKA U CTOKWU. TbProBCKATA MpPEexXda e
CTUFAAD A0 VIHAMS, MBTULLLATA CO AOCTUIOAN AO
Caxapa 1 baatumncko mope. A0 AHEC B MHOTO
My3eun OTKPUBAME MATEPUOAAHN AOKO3ATEACTBA 30
TO3M TbPrOBCKM OOMEH, O €AHOBPEMEHHO 3d
BAUSHMETO HA PUMCKATA MMMNepust HA APy
CHTUYHN KYATYPMW.

o
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I5. Fragment of Chinese silk from Palmyra (Syria)
with an inscription in Chinese characters

DparMeHT OT KOMPUHEHA TbKaH C KUTAMCKU HAAMMC,
HamepeHa B [Maamup (Cupus)

16. Bandoleers with the depiction of eagles from the
war booty sacrifice at Vimose (Funen, Denmark)

AnAvKaums Ha GaHAOAET C M306PaXKeHUs! Ha OpAM,
MPOM3XOXKAALLA OT AAPOBE OT BOEHHA MAsivKa Vimose

(PuHAaHAMS, AaHus)

I7. Finger ring with the depiction of a f emale bust
from Aquileia (Italy) made of amber from the Baltic Sea
region

M3o6parkeHne Ha XKEHCKU GIOCT BbpXy MPbCTEH
uspaboTeH oT 6aATuitcku sHTap - Akeuaes (MTaaus)

14
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18. Stone masonry in Bratislava-Dubravka (Slovakia), beyond the empire, built in the Roman manner, is just one of the
buildings beyond the frontier which imitated Roman styles

Crenun OTKPUTKU B HamMupall, ce€ U3BbH rpaHULIUTE Ha UMMNEPUATa obeKT B 5PaTl4CAaBa-A)’6PaBKa. nPM U3AUTAHETO UM

€ MMUTUPAH PUMCKUA HAYUH HA CTPOEXK

The World Heritage Site
“Frontiers of the Roman Empire”

In 1987 Hadrian’s Wall (UK) was added to the list of
World Heritage Sites. It was the first Roman frontier
which has achieved this accolade. In 2005 the
German frontier between the rivers Rhine and
Danube, known locally as the Obergermanisch-
Raetische Limes, achieved the same accolade.
By this act a new, multi-national World Heritage
Site, Frontiers of the Roman Empire, was created.
This, it is hoped, is the first step towards the cre-
ation of a truly multi-national World Heritage Site
encompassing countries in Europe, the Middle
East and North Africa.

CBEeTOBHOTO HOCAEACTBO
"paHuum Ha Pumckara umnepus”

B 1987 roaMHA B CnMCbKA HA [AMETHMUM HA
CBETOBHOTO HOCAEACTBO € BMCAHA CTeHaTa Ha
XaapuaH (Beankobputanust). B 2005 roanHa, oLle
HEMCKATA YACT OT AMECQ, PA3MOAOKEHO MEXAY
PeH 1 AyHOB - HOPWYAOH OT MECTHUTE
MAQHUHCKOHEMCKN N peuneH AMMec. Tesn ABe
CbOUTUSI CA MPUYMHATA, Ye Ae GAKTO € Cb3Aa-
AEHA MEXAYHOPOAHO MPOrpaMa  HApeyeHa
"ToaHVUMTE HO PMcKaTa mmnepus'. HaasiBome
ce, Yye TOBA € CAMO MbPBA CTbMKA 30 Cb3ACBAHETO
HO MEeXAYHAPOAHMS MpoeKkT 3a CBEeTOBHOTO
KYATYPHO HOCAEACTBO, OB6EANHSIBALL, CTPAHUTE OT
Espona, bamskus n CpepHus Matok n CesepHa
Adpuka.

15



This project is a tfruly challenging concept
with no real precedent. It involves the co-
operation of archaeologists and cultural
resource managers in many countries — and in
international agencies.Certain rules have to be
accepted and standards met. Yet, each coun-
try has its own fraditions of undertaking its
archaeology, protecting and managing its
sites, and presenting and interpreting its monu-
ments to the public. There is no intention to force
each country to change its traditions. Rather,
archaeologists and administrators are working
together to create over-arching frameworks with-
in which each country can adapt and enhance
its own ways of working.

19. Hadrian’s Wall at Cuddy’s Crag near Housesteads (UK)
Crenata Ha Xaapuan u Cuddy’s Crag B mecTHocTTa Housesteads (Beanko6purtarus)
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To3K MPOEKT € YHNUKAAHO HAYMHOHKME KOKBOTO HE €
VIMOAO B MMHOAOTO. 3a OOLLATA BAQrOpOAHA LIEA
TON CBbP3BA YCUAMSITA HA CQPXEOAd3UTEe, HA
MEHUAXKDBPUTE HA  KYATYPATA U PA3SAUYHUTE
areHumn. 3a A0 6bae YCNELWHO PEAAUIVPAH €
HEOBXOAMMO U3PABOTBAHETO HA CbBMECTHU
MPEOBUAG 1 CTOHAQPAM. AHEC BCSIKA CTPAHA ce
PBKOBOAM OT CBOUTE TPAAMLINN N MO COBCTBEHN
METOAM 3a MPOBEXACHE HA APXEOAOrMYECKM
MPOYYBAHMSI. HOLWATA LEeA HE AQ TV MPOMEHSME, A
€AMHCTBEHO AQ Cb3AQAEM OOLLM PAMKM, KOUTO
BCSIKA OT CTPAHUTE 30 OBLWOTO A0BPO ©6un
TPSIOBAAO AQ MNpUeMe u AQ M3MbAHU CbC
CbABPKAHME CBIAQCHO CBOUTE TROAMLINA.

16
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20. The wood-covered frontier in the Taunus mountains (Germany)

Maancapa B naaHmHata TayHyc (fepmanus)

The definition of a World Heritage Site

To that end, the co-ordinators of those countries
which have already declared their infention to
nominate their stretches of the Roman frontier as
a World Heritage Site have formed themselves
into a group. Named the Bratislava Group after
the location of their first meeting in March 20083, it
contfains delegates from Austria, Croatia, Ger-
many, Hungary, Slovakia and the UK.

The Bratislava Group acts as an adviser on
archaeological and scientific aspects of the fron-
fier. It has proposed the following definition for the
Frontiers of the Roman Empire World Heritage Site:
“The Frontiers of the Roman Empire World Her-
itage Site should consist of the line(s) of the fron-
tier at the height of the empire from Trajan to Sep-
timius Severus (about AD 100 to 200), and mili-
tary installations of Limes road

different periods which are on that line. The instal-
lations include fortresses, forts, towers, the Limes
road, artificial barriers and immediately associat-
ed civil structures” .

AeduHuuma Ha MNameTHULUTE HA CBETOBHOTO
HOCAEACTBO

KoopanHatopurte o1  CTPAHUTE, KOUTO CA
AEKAQPUPOAM TOTOBHOCT 30 MPEANPUEMOHETO
HO OOWM AENCTBUS 30 CBbXPOHSIBAHETO HA
rOAHUUMTE HO UMMEPUITA Cca  CHOPMUPAAM
POBOTHO rPyna, HOCEeLWa MMETO HA MSICTOTO
KbAETO 30 MbPBU MbT Ce CpeLLaT npes3 mapT 2003
roAMHa — BpaTMCAQBCKA rpyna. B Heq BAM3AT
NPeACTABUTEANM OT ABCTPWSI, XbPBALLMSI, [epMaHMS,
YHrapus, CAoBALMS 1 BEAUKOBPUTAHMS.

Poaata Ha BpartncAascKkara rpyrna e AQ CbBETBA
MO APXEOAOTUHECKUTE N HAYYHU BBMPOCU. 30 AC €
edeKTVBHA, TPYNaTa MNPEeAAara AePUHULIMG HO
rOAHULUTE HO MMNEPUSITA:

Toaruuymte Ha Pumckara Vimrnepwus, CbCTa-
BAsIBALLM CBETOBHOTO KYATYPHO HACAEACTBO, CA
TPAHNYHQA AVHUST (AVIHM) OPOPMEHA B MeprioAQ OT
TpasiH o0 Centummii Ceep (ok. 100 o0 200r.H.e) n
MPUAEXQALUNTE AO HESI BOEHHU CbYPBXXEHMS OT
pasanyHn  nepuoamn  (21-23). OcBeH TOBA
BOVICKOBUTE KOHCTPYKLMM — 3QEAHO C KPENocTy,
popToBe, KyA— i HOMUAQLLMTE Ce M0 ABAKMHATA
HQ TPAHUUUTE MBTULLA, U3KYCTBEHUTE BOEHHU
YKDENAEeHus, Q CblLYO UM CBBP3AHUTE C TIX
KOHCTRYKLUMM U LIMBUAH KOMIIAEKCH. "

17
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21. Statue of the Emperor Trajan (AD 98-117), who
conquered Dacia (Romania) and Par thia (Iraq and Iran)

Cratys Ha TpasH (98—117r. H.e.), KolToO e npeB3eA
Aakus (PymbHus) u Maptusa (Mpak u Mpan)

22. Coin depicting the Emperor Septimius Severus
(AD 193-211), who campaigned on many frontiers
and expanded the empire to the east, south and north

MoHeta Ha Centumuit Cesep (193-211 rH.e.),
KOMTO e paslUMPUA TPaHULMTE Ha MMMepusTa

This definition excludes outpost and hinterland
forts. But it has the main advantage that it is
relatively simple, an important element when
seeking fo undertake an entirely new concept.
Roman military installations stretch across many
kilometres of the Roman empire and to seek to
include all within this single World Heritage Site
would involve enormous tasks of definition, oo
complex to undertake at this most early stage in
the process. It would, of course, be possible to
amend the proposed definition in due course.

The task ahead

The present task is daunting enough. Agriculture,
and later industrialisation and the growth of
towns and cities, has dealt harshly with some sec-
tions of the frontier. Many sectors are now no
longer visible to the naked eye, yet they remain in
the ground as an important archaeological
resource. Their preservation is imperative for they
hold the key to understanding frontiers better
through controlled scientific research. The fron-
tiers of the Roman empire are therefore well suit-
ed to convey the message that the protection of
archaeological sites whether visible or invisible is
vital for the preservation of the collective memo-
ry of mankind. The best way to protect the
remains of the frontier in urban contexts has yet to
be determined. This is all the more important

18
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23. The east gate of the Roman fort at Traismauer on
the Danube (Austria) dates

to the fourth century but qualifies for

nomination under the proposed definition

M3TOUHMS BXOA Ha pUMCcKM opT B Traismauer Kpai
AyHasa (AscTpus), npomsxoxkaaia ot IV B. H.e.,

HO — CbFAACHO C MpueTaTa AePpUHULUS — MOXKE Ad
MOAAEXM Ha 3aLUMTA B PAMKUTE Ha nporpamara
"I'paHnum Ha PumckaTa umnepus"

AedMHULMGATA UBKAKOYBA KPEMOCTUTE AEXKALLM
KAOKTO BBbTPE, TAKA W W3BbH [PAHULMTE HA
yMnepwsTa. 3a AQ 6GbAAT BKAIOYEHN € HEOOXOAMM
CbBCEM HOB MOAXOA. HeroBoto pa3paboTBOHE B
ObAELLE HE € UBKAKDYEHO. BbNpeKky TOBA B MbPBUS,
BCTbMUTEAEH €TAMN HA PEAAM3ALMATA HO NPOEKTA
30 3anasBAHE HA KYATYPHOTO HACAEACTBO
YBEAMYOBAHETO HA 6pOs HA LUEeAUTEe U pPa3-
LWMPSIBAHETO HA AEDUHULIMATA HE M3IAEXAQ
Bb3MOXHO WM YMECTHO. [1po6srsalumte XmMAaAm
KUAOMETPU OBPOHHN  CHAPSHKEHUST K TAKA
Cb3AOBAT MHOXECTBO MPOBAEMM MNPU  UTEP-
NPEeTauMSITA 1 OPraHU3ALMSITA.

BraeLwm 30Aa4M

Te ca MHOro. Hgakow OT Tax CA HANpuMep
npoBAeMnuTe CbC  CEACKOTO  CTOMAHCTBO,
30HOATUTE, Cb3ACBAHETO W PA3BUTUETO HA
rpasoBeTe. YacT OT KOHCTPYKUMSATA HE CE BUXKAQ C
FOAO OKO, OCTOBALLM CKPUTU MOA 3eMsITa Te ca
ObAELIMTE APXEOAOTUYECKN U3TOYHULM. TaxHATA
30WMTA € OCHOBHA 30AQ4a. TpsibBa aAQ ce
OMA3BAT, 30 AC € BbAMOXXHO TIXHOTO M3CAEABAHE B
6bAELLEe OT yYyeHUTe C NOMOLLA HO HAW-HOBATA
TEXHUKA. BOXXHO € cCbwo AQ AOCTUMHE AO
OBLECTBEHOTO MHEHME undopMaALMITA, 4e
HE30BMCUMO OT TOBO AOAM APXEOAOTNYECKUTE
06eKTN CA BUAVIMU NUAM HE, TSIXHOTA 3AWMTA € OT
OrPOMHO 3HAYEHME 30 3AMNA3BAHETO HO OOLWATA
namert. Tpsibsa AQ ce OObpHE BHUMAHME U HA
AKTA, Ye OT OCOBEHO 3HAYEHWE CA MAMETHULIUTE

IM PCAES'MAV R-COMBODVS:ANTONINW |
AVGPIVSSARM:GE RBRFPONMAXTRIBPOT «

OPPORTYNA ADCLANDESTINOSLATRVN
LORVM'TRANSI‘WS-OPPOSITIS-MVNIVI‘]"-
PER-BEOR » PELICEM-~
PLOTIANYM 1LE€~ PR-PR~

24. This inscription from Intercisa (Hungary) is one

of several recording the erection of watch-towers to
protect the empire from the illicit incursions of bandits
during the reign of the Emperor Commodus

(AD 161-180)

EAHa OT MHOXeCTBOTO MHCKPUMLIMKM OT BPEMETO
Ho umnepatop Komoayc (161-180rH.e.) oTkputa
B Intercisa (VHrapus). Ha Hes e 3anucaHo
3aBbPLUBAHETO Ha CTPOEXa Ha MopeAHaTa
HabAlOAaTEAHA KyAa OXpaHsBallla TEPUTOpUATA
OT aTakuTe Ha pasbanHuLM

o
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because modern excavation has demonstrated
that archaeological deposits offen better sur-
vive in fowns than in the countryside.

A further problem stems from the way that we
protect our heritage. Museums cannot be World
Heritage Sites. Yet parts of Roman frontiers —
inscriptions, sculpture, pottery, artefacts, in short
all the material which aids our understanding of
life on the frontier — is displayed and stored in
museums. Inscriptions are vital to our understand-
ing of frontiers. They inform us when they were
built, why and by whom, and what the con-
stituent parts were called. Cramp holes demon-
strate that they were once fixed to frontier build-
ings. In some manner, a way has to be found to
associate them with the World Heritage Site itself.
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in situ HOMMPALLM Ce B MPAHNLMTE HO AHELUHUTE
rpaaoBe. TaM — KAKTO Y4 MPAKTMKATO — Te ce
3QMa3BAT NO-A00PE 1 CA NO-A006PE ChXPAHEHM.
CAepBalysl NpobAeM Bb3HMKBA BbB BPB3KA C
HOYMHAO, MO KOMTO CbXpaHsBOMe apTedakTuTe.
Myseunte He Ca 3A4YUCAEHN KbM AMETHNLMTE HO
KYATYPHOTO HACAEACTBO, 4 TOYHO TOM Ce
CBbXPAHSIBAT MPEHOCUMUTE EKCMOHATW CbCTO-
BASIBALLM YACT OT FPOHUUMTE HOA MMNIEepUaTa.
VIHCKpUAUMK, CKYANTYPU, KEPAMUKA, APEOHU
npeaMeTn 3a yrnotpeba, BCUYKO TOBA, KOETO HU
noMara AQ pasbepem BCEKMAHEBHUS XIMBOT HA
rPOHULMTE CE€ HOMUPAT BbB MOKA3HUTE BUTPUHM
VAWM B CKAQAOBETE. WBKAKOUYUTEAHO BODKHM CA
VHCKpUNUMUTE, OT KOUTO pa3bupame, Kora ca
Bb3HVKHAAK CTPOEXKMUTE, MO KAKbB MOBOA M 30 KOTO.
OT APYra CTPOHA OCTATLUMTE OT GYHAOMETUTE VAN
HEeratMemMTe OT 3MAOBE HW UMHPOPMMPAT 3d
rOAHUYHUTE NMOCTPOWKUK. TPS6BA, CASAOBATEAHO,
AQ C€ HAOMEPW HAYMH 3a TOBA, KAK BCUYKM TE3M
YHUKOAHW, BADKHM U LLEHHU NPpeAMEeTU MOrar Ad
CTOHAOT CBbCTOBEH EAEMEHT Ha KyATypHOTO
HOCAEACTBO.

25. The Roman fort at Gerulata lies in the outskir ts of Bratislava (Slovakia)

Pumckn ¢popt Gerulata B okoaHocTTa Ha Bpatucaasa (CaoBaums)

20
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26. An inscription from the Antonine
Wall (Scotland, UK) recording the
construction of a section of the frontier

MHCKpUMLMS MpoMsXoxKAaLla oT
CreHarta Ha AHTOHMHYC
(LUoTaaHams, BeAnkobpuTarus), Ha
KOSITO € YBEeKOBEYEHO 3aBbPLUBAHETO
Ha CTpOeKa Ha MopeAHara YacT oT
yKpernaeHusTa

History and extent of frontiers

The Roman perspective was that they had sub-
jected the entire orbis terrarum to the rule of Ro-
man people —asfar asthey had knowledge about
it or considered it worth conquering. This philoso-
phy did not encompass the idea of boundaries at
all except the idea that “barbarians” should stay
outside the Roman concept of the civilised world.
However, Rome’s boundaries rarely remnained sto-
ble. Constant political crises, major warfare and
even border skirmishes created situations to which
Rome hadtoreact. Intime, firmlines came into ex-
istence.

The man who did most to define the edges of the
Roman state was its first emperor, Augustus (27
BC-AD 14). Towards the turn of the Era he com-
pleted the conquest of the Alps and Spain, de-
fined the eastern boundary by treaty with the
Parthians, sent expeditions up the Nile andinto the
Sahara Desert, and brought Roman arms to the
Danube and the Elbe. He famously gave advice
to keep the empire within its present boundaries;
advice conspicuously ignored by many of his suc-
cessors, though their achievements were much
less than his.

WcTopus u passutMe Ha rpaHULMTe

OT AeAHa TOYKA HA PUMASIHUTE MMMEpUsITa e
6uAQ orbis terrarum, KOMTO CA YMNPOBASIBOAW.
BbHLIHUS CBAT MM € MHTePEeCYBAA AOTOAKOBQ,
AOKOAKOTO CQO O MO3HABAAW VAU € BUA TEPEH 30
30BOKOBAHE. Ta3n GpUAOCODUS HE O3HAYABA, Ye
'‘BapBaApUTE" TPSIIGBA AQ OCTAHAT WM3BbH LIVBU-
AVI3OBOHMS CBSIT. MPOHMLMTE PSIAKO CA OCTABOAMU
HEHapyLWeHN. [TACTOSHHUTE NMOAUTUYECKN KPU3N,
OUTKN, O ACPW HAMNOAEHWNS MPUHY>XACQBOAN Pum
AQ pearvpa.

YoBEKbBT, KOUTO € HAMPOBUA HAW-MHOrO 3Q
OMPEAEASHETO HA TPAHUUMTE HO Pumckarta
yMnepus € BUA MbPBUIT MMNepaTop, ABsryct (17
rnH.e — 14r. H.e). Ha npeAomMa Ha epwute
MPUCBEAMHSIBO  KbM  UMNEpUaTa AAute U
30BACASIBA VIcnaHus. OnpeaeAMA € U3TOYHATA
rOOHVLA MOAMUCBANKM AOroBOP C [lapTtute.
V3mpawa pa3no3HABATEAHU eKCNeAMLMU A0
Hua, oo Caxapa. M3npaa pMMCKn BOMCKN AO
AyHOB 1 EABa. CbBETBOA € AQ Ce 3amnasu
MMNepuaTa ¢ Te3n rpaHnuM. 3a CbXXOAeHue
MHOTFO OT HEroBuTe MOCAEAOBATEAU HE Cée
BCAYLIOAO B TO3M CbBET B CTPEMEXA CU AQ
HOAMUHE HETOBUTE MOCTUXKEHWMSI.

o
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Rome'’s foreign policy

Yet, Rome’s expansion was slowing down and her
main aim became the maintenance of imperial
security. In doing so Rome’s foreign policy used a
wide range of different instruments and strategies
to maintain her superior status. Her army did not
rely only on force but also on the image of Rome
itself as a policy instrument. As Adrian
Goldsworthy states, “the Roman genius was to
combine the practical with the visually spectacu-
larso that the army’s actions were often designed
to overawe the enemy with a display of massive
power before they actually reached him”. Thou-
sands of military buildings and installations erected
along the border of the empire, many of which
have survived until today, represent this two-fold
demonstration of Roman power and influence, at
once both architectural and imaginative.

27. The Tropaeum Alpium at La Turbie (France)
commemorates the conquest of the Alps by the
Emperor Augustus

Tropeum Alpium B La Turbie yBekoBeyvaBalla
3aB3emMaHeTo Ha AAnuTe OT umnepatop Asryct
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PUMCKATA BHHLUHA NOAUTUKA

Korato  TepUTOPUAAHATO  EKCMNAH3KMs  HA
MMMEepUaTa OTCAABBA, TAGBHATA 30AQ4YA HA
BAOCTUTE € BUAQ AQ ocurypu 6e30nacHOCTTA.
TOBA YBEAUYUAO 3HAYEHMETO HA BBHLUIHATO
MOAUTUKA. 30 HEMHATA ePUKACHA PEAAU3ALMS €
CAYXENAO LUFAO MHOXECTBO MHCTPYMEHTU. EAVH OT
TaX e O6uAa apmugata. Ta e OUAA He CaMOo
OPBXKENHO COAQ HO BAACTTA, HO cammst GAKT 3a
CUAQTA N € OUA BeXEH O0O0E3KYPKUTEAEH
eneMeHT. Kakto e kasan AapuaH foaacyopTy:
"OUMCKATA FTEHUAAHOCT € OUMAQ KOMBUHALWST OT
PEOAHN AENCTBUST U AEMOHCTPALMS HA CUAQ,
KOETO € MPUYMHUAO, Y€ BPAroBete Camu ca ce
OTKOI3BAAM OT CBOUTE MAQHOBE, MPEAM PUMASIHUTE
AQ MYCHOT B AENCTBME CBOgTa apmug..." Tlo
ABAKMHO HA TPOHULMTE CA Ce U3AUTAAU XNUASAN
BOWCKOBU MOCTPOWMKM N CbYPBXKEHWUS, MHOTO OT
KOWTO CQ Ce 3AnA3smAM A0 AHELLHW BpeMeHa. Te
CA AOKQ3ATEACTBO 30 TA3M ABOWHCTBEHOCT HA
puMcKATa  NOAUTMKA. OT eAHa  CTpAaHA
AEMOHCTPALMSI HO CUAQ, A OT APYFra KYATYPHU
BAESIHMS,  OT ©AHA  CTPAHA  BEAMKOAENHA
APXUTEKTYPA, O OT APYra HEMHOTO Bb3AEWCTBME
HO NPEACTABUTE HA BPArA.

28. Recent archaeological investigations have led to the
discovery of timber towers erected beside the Rhine in
the Netherlands under Claudius

OcratbUm OT AbpBeHa KyAa OT BPEMETO Ha UMMEepaTop
KAaBamit, oTkpuTH Kpait PeH B XoAraHAMs
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29. The Limes-gate of Dalkingen
(Germany). It has been argued that this
special fagade was created to mark the
visit of the Emperor Caracalla in AD 213

Bxoa oT Aumechus Dalkingen (fepmanus).
TBbPAM Ce, Ye HelHaTa AeKOpaTUBHA
dacaasa e 6maa uspaboTeHa Mo cayvai
BM3MTaTa Ha umnepatop Kapakaaa B 213
roAMHa

The location of frontiers

The Roman empire encircles the Mediterranean
Sea - Mare Nostrum, Our Seq, as they called it —
and beyond that lay its frontiers. These, in time,
stretched from the Atlantic Ocean, across Europe
to the Black Seq, through the deserts and oases of
the Middle East fo the Red Sea, and thence across
North Africa, skirting the edge of the Sahara
Desert, to the Aflantic Coast of Morocco.

In the UK the frontier became established on the
line of Hadrian’s Wall, though for a time even that
was abandoned in favour of a more northern fron-
tier, the Antonine Wall. Through much of Europe
the frontier lay initially along the rivers Rhine and
Danube. In the later first century AD, the first steps
were taken to shorten the line between the head-
waters of the rivers. Under Hadrian, this was for-
malised through the construction of a palisade for
about 550 km. In contrast to the usual practice for
pure defensive installations, its course is often
mathematically straight, completely ignoring the
topography of the land. The land now brought in-
to the empire developed into a rich agricultural
area supporting many villas and farms.

From Bavaria (Germany) to the Black Sea (Roma-
nia) the frontier ran along the river Danube. An ex-
ception to this was Dacia (modern Transylvania in

PasnoAoxeHue HA rpaHULMTe HO UMMNepUsTa

PrumckaTra nmnepust € orpakaand CpeamsemMHo
Mope - Mare Nostrum nam "Hawue mope" Kakto ca
KO3BAAW PUMASIHUTE — A LISIAOTA HEVHA TEPUTOPMS
e BUAQ onpeAaeAeHa ot rpaHuuu. B Il B.H.e. Te ca
ce MPOCTUPAAN OT ATAQHTUYECKMSI OKEAH, MO
AMArOHOA HO cerawHa EBpona Ao HYepHo Mmope.
Mo-HOTATBK Ape3 MyCTUHUTE U OA3UCUTE HA
BAanskmng n CpeaHus n3tok A0 YepeeHo mope. A
HOKPAS MO ABAXKMHATO HO CEBEPHATA MPAHMLA
Ha Caxapa A0 AHewHo MapoKo U ATAQH-
TUYECKUS BPSIT.

B BputaHuns (BoAnkoGputaHug) limes'a ce e
PA3NPOCTUPAA MO ABAKMHATA HO  CTeHATa Ha
XapapUaH — MOKAP Ye 3a KPATKO BpeMe € OUA
M3OCTABEH, TOrABA 30 MPAHULA HA UMMNepusITa e
CAYXKEAQ AEXAWATA No Ha cesep CTeHa Ha
AHTOHMHYC. B no-roAgmaTta 4yact ot Espona
rPAHULIATA € BUAC PA3MNOAOXKEHA MO ABAKMHATA
HO ABETE TAOBHU pekn: PeH 1 AyHaB. Beve B Kpas
HAO | B.H.€. CQ 3AMOYHAAM OMUTK 30 CBBP3BAHETO U
303APABSIBOHETO HA YACT OT limes a HomupeLw, ce
MYXAY MNAQHUHCKUTE YYOACTbLUMHA HO ABETe
MoropecnomMeHaT peku. ToBa AEAO € AOBBPLLNA
XAAPUAH MOCTABSIMKM TAOM MOAUCOAC C ABAXKVHO
550 kM. MPOTMBHO HAO HOPMAAHATA MPAKTMKA 3Q
M3rPOXKAOQHETO HO TO3W BUA KOHCTRYKLMW, KOWTO

o
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Romania) which was conquered by the Emperor
Trajan in AD 106. The frontier now moved from
the river to the more difficult ferrain of the
Carpathian Mountains.

In the East, the Romans faced two enemies, the
powerful kingdom of the Parthians and the desert.
Together, these defined Rome’s eastern frontier.
No running barrier was erected, unnecessary in
the desert, though a major river, the Euphrates,
was used. A significant feature of this frontier were
the roads running for hundreds of kilometres along
the edge of the desert and to all intents and pur-
poses defining the frontier itself.

The Sahara Desert defined most of the frontier in
North Africa. The rich cities of Egypt and the
Mediterranean coast were protected by a rela-
fively light screen of forts. Where necessary, as
in modern Algeria, barriers confrolled the
movement of the transhumance farmers.
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B3MMA MOA BHUMOHWE MECTHUTE TOMOrPAdDUYHM
YCAOBUS, TYK € UFHOPUPAHO TOBA MPABUAO,
MOCTABSINKNA NOAUCAAQTA B MPABA AVHWSI. HOBATA
Teputopus € Buaa 6bpP30 BAAroycTpoeHa. Ha
MAOAOPOAHUTE TEPEHU Bb3HUKHAAM MHOXECTBO
BVIAU N 3€MEAEACKM CTOMAHCTBA.

Ot basapwust (femaHus) A0 HepHo Mope (PyMbHMST)
TOOHULATA € AEXAAQ MO  ABAXKWHATO HA
Te4YeHMeTo HO AyHOB. EAVHCBEHOTO U3KAIOYEHME
e BuAa AKus], KOSITO € BUAQ NpeB3eTa OT TPAsH B
106 rH.e. TyK, HO TEPUTOPUATA HA AHELUHO
ToOHCKABAHMS B PyMbHUS, liMmes a e npeMrHOBAA
npes TPYAHWS TepeH Ha KapnaTtute.

Ha 13TOK PUMASIHUTO BOKOBAAM C ABAMA BPArOBE:
C MOIbLLOTO MAPTCKO KPAACTBO U MYCTUHATA. Teaun
ABO  GAKTOPA MOBAMSIBAT HA ¢GopMaATA HA
M3TOYHATA rPAHMULA HA uMnepusTa. TyK He ca ce
M3AUTAAU HUKAKBU KOHCTPYKLMK, M3MNOA3BAHU CA
€AMHCTBEHO HATYPOAHU TPAHWULM, TAKMBA KATO
Eydpar. 3aroBa mbK HA KPAS HA MYCTUHATA CA
OUAM MPOKAPAHN CTOTULM KUAOMETPU MBTULLLO.
Caoxapa cbWo € BUAQ HATYPOAHA FPAHULA.
boratute rpoapoBe Ha Ervner wn cpeau-
3EeMHOMOPCKOTO  Kpambpexune ca  O6UuAnm
OXPAHSIBOHW €AVMHCTBEHO OT MOALMHA GOPTOBE.
TaM KbAETO € BUAO HEOBXOAUMO, HA NPUMEP HA
TePEeHA HOA AHeweH AAXMP, CMNeunaAHU
KOHCTPYKUMU CO  CAYXKEAU 3A KOHTPOA HA
MPEXOAQ HO CKUTHNYECKOTO HOCEAEHME.

30. A reconstruction of a section of the palisade
and a tower in Germany

PeKOHCTpyKLIMS Ha YacT OT NaAucasa U HabAloAaTeAHa
KyAa B [epMaHus

31. The northern fringes of the Carpathian mountains
(Romania)

CesepHaTta vacT Ha Kapnatute
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32. Dura Europos on the Euphrates River (Syria). As in many cities along the Eastern frontier, it contained a regiment
of the Roman army

Dura Europos kpait Eydpar (Cupus), B KOATO, CbLLLO KaTO B APYruMTe rpaAOBE HaMMpaLLLM Ce Kpai Tasu peka, ca Guam

pPa3noAOKeHU HYaCTU Ha pUMCKaTa apMua

The army and frontiers

Rome always reacted to the local situation and
developed individual solutions to its different prob-
lems. The military installations on every frontier
were connected by aroad, often forming a major
highway.

Indeed, it appears that the very name of a frontier
— limes— derives from the Roman name for a fron-
fierroad.

The Roman army used local materials to construct
its forts and frontiers. Stone, turf, clay, mud-brick,
timber, tile, slate, thatch, mortar and plaster were
amongst those used. Nor were these plain, un-
adorned or make-shift structures. Walls, whether
of stone or timber, were often plastered and even
painted. Painted wall-plaster has even been
found in barrack-blocks.

ApMMATA HA rPAHULMTE

Pum BmHaArM e pearmpan 6bp30 HO MECTHUTE
npobpemMn N e Mn3PABOTUA AOOBP HAYMH 3Q
TIXHOTO  MHAMBUAYOAHO peLLaBAHE. Bcuukm
FOOHUYHM  BOMCKOBM KOHCTRYKUMKM CA  OUAU
CBbP3AHU C YAULLM, YACT OT KOUTO CA BUAM TAOBHU
TPAHCMOPTHM apTEPUK. 3OTOBA HE € YYYABALLLO, HE
TEPMUHBT liMmes B HAYAAOTO € O3HAYOBAA FIPAHUYHA
yAMILLQ.

30 CTPOUTEACTBOTO HA KPEMOCTN M PopTOoBE
PUMCKATO  APMKST € UM3MOA3BAAQ  MECTHU
MATEPUOAN: KOMBHM, TOP®, TAMHA, PA3AUYHU
BMAOBE TYXAW, B TOBA YACAO CYLLUEHW, AbPBECUHA,
KepeMUAN, CTPSIXM N XOPOCAH OT PA3AUYEH BUA,.
KOHCTPYKUMMTE BUHATM CO BUAV COAUAHU U A0BPE
MAQHUPAHW, YeCTo Cca BUAM OKPACSIBAHM CbC
CTEHOMUCK, PPATMEHTU OT KOUTO HOMUPAME AOPU
BbB BOMCKOBUTE BAPAKM.

o
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33. Towers, such as this one in Turkey, aided communication along the frontier roads

KyAu, npuanyaiLm Ha Tasu B Typums, ca GUAM PasmOAOXKEHU MO ABAXKMHATA Ha FaHUYHUTE MbTULLA

34. The hospital of Novae (Bulgaria)

Pumcka 6oAHMLa B Novae (Bbarapufl)
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35. The remains of the head-quarters building of the legionary fortress at Lambaesis (Algeria)

OcTaTbLM OT BOMCKOBO KOMEHAAHTCTBO B KpenocTTa Lambaesis (Aaxup)

The purpose of frontiers

Although bristling with military structures of every
kind, and the base of armies whose main purpose
was to defend the empire, the primary function of
the frontiers themselves was the control of move-
ment intfo and out of the empire. The buildings -
walls, fortlets and fowers —were supplemented by
scouts whose duties were to maintain watch on
lond, and fleets whose sailors maintained surveil-
lance over the river and sea boundaries of the
empire.

The core of the provincial armies was formed by
the legions. Only about 30 of these existed at any
one time and they were strung out along the fron-
tiers of the empire, sometimes on the actual line,
elsewhere some distance to the rear. The main
body of the provincial army was formed by aux-
iliary units — literally support troops — and these
occupied much smaller forts than the legions. In
the disturbed times following the fall of the Roman
empire, fort walls provided protection. Many
of today’s major cities have at their centre a le-
gionary fortress.

®OYHKLUM HA FpaHULUTE

Bbnpekn uye MoOXe AQ HWM Ce CTpyBA, 4e
€AVHCTBEHATA LIEA HO TPAHULIATA € AQ OXPAHSIBA
TEPUTOPUATA, TPSIOBA AQ MOMHUM, Ye TACBHATA UM
GYHKUMS € BUAQ AQ KOHTPOAMPA ABUMXKEHWETO;
XOPA U CTOKM BAU3ALLM U M3AU3ALLM OT UMMEPUSITA.
OCBEH MOCTPONKUTE — 3UAOBE, KPEMOCTU U KYAU —
30 6€30MACHOCTTA HO CYXO3eMHATA MPAHMLA Cca
6AEAM  TPYMWM  pPO3y3HOBAYKW, 4 GAOTATA €
NATPYAMPAAQ PEKUTE N MOPCKUTE TPAHULIN.
OCHOBHATA YOCT HO APMUSITA CA OUAKM AETUOHUTE.
Te ca 6uAn okono 30. BrAn ca pA3NOAOKEHM KAKTO
HA MOCTOSIHHUTE TPAHWVILLM, TAKA W HO BDEMEHHUTE
VM YOCTM, A MOHSIKOTA U U3BbH rPAHMLA. TAGBHUTE
OTPSIAM HO OPMUSITAl B MPOBUHLMNTE CA BUAM QUX-
ilia — AOCAOBHO MOMOLLHM OTPSAM — PA3MOAOXKEHN
B MAAKUTE dopTOoBE. B BYypHUTE BPEMEHA, KOraTO
VMMEPUSITA € KAOHSIAQ KbM YMAABK, TEXHUTE CTEHM
Ca OCUrypsiIBaAK Be3oneceH NoACAOH. A0 AHEC
LIEHTPOBETE HO MHOTO MPOAOBE CA PA3MOAONKEHMU
BBIOXY PYMHUTE HAO KPENOCTU 1 GOPTOBE.

o
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36. The Antonine Wall (Scotland, UK) was built of turf
CreHata Ha AHoHuHyc (LLoTAaHAMS, BeAnkobpuTaHus) usrpaseHa ot Topd

Soldiers and civilians

Nearly every fort in the empire attracted civilians
to cater for the needs of the soldiers. Civilian set-
flements sprang up along the frontier. The military
installations tfogether with these civilian settle-
ments created a significant economic power,
which can only be compared to the great cities of
the interior of the empire. This market sucked in
goods and attracted tfrade from bothits hinterland
as well as from the people beyond the frontier.

Military administration

Both soldiers and civilians required management.
The Roman army was excessively bureaucratic,
even to our eyes — a receipt in quadruplicate, for
example, survives. Every soldier had his own file,
and even every horse. Each regiment created a
day report. Strength returns were regularly made
to Rome. Tiny samples of such documents survive

37. Soldiers, including the flag-bearer (vexillarius), paint- . .
ed on the wall of a room in Dura Europos (Syria) from frontier forts, but they cast strong light on the

/AeruoHepu, B ToBa YMCAO 3HameHocum (vexillarius), workings of the Roman army.
npeacTaBeHu Ha cTeHonuc ot Dura Europos (Cupus)
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38. Aerial view of the fort

of Intercisa (Hungary)
Bb3ayluHa CHMMKa Ha ceAuLue
B Intercisa (YHrapus)

AervoHepu v LMBUAHU FPAXKACHMN

Han-6An3KoTO OBKPBXKEHME HO POPTOBETE € BUAO
M3KYLLUNTEAHO MSICTO 30 LIMBUAHOTO HOCEAEHMe. Te
OT YOCTM CA Ce 3AHUMOBOAM CbC CHABASIBAHE HA
BOWICKUTE M CA MPABUAU PA3AUYHU YCAYTM HA
BOVMHULUMTE., HUWO YyAHO, 4e MHOro 6bp30 Mo
ABAKMHA HA TPOHULMTE CO ce OBpPA3yBAAU
MHOXECTBO  LUMBUAHM CeAMlld. 30epHO C
BOWICKOBUTE MOCTPOMKM T€ CA CTABOAW BODKHM
CTOMAHCKW LIEHTPOBE, YNATO MKOHOMNYECKA CUAQ
e GMAQ PABHA MO CUAQ C FOAEMUTE TPOAOBE
PO3MOAOXKEHW BbB BLTPELLUHOCTTA HA UMMEPUITA.
Te ca BUAMMECTA C MHTEH3MBEH ThPrOBCKM OOMEH,
KAKTO C APYIMTE PUMCKM LIEHTPOBE, TAKA U C
HOpPOAUTE  OBUTABALLM  TEPUTOPUUTE  WM3BBLH
rPAHNLQ.

BoiickoBa apaMUHUCTPALMS

KaKTo BOMCKATA, TAKA U LIMBUAHUTE FPOXKACHM CA
MMOAWM HYXKAQ OT U3MNPABHA OAMUHUCTRALMS., Ta e
OUAQ HEBEPOSITHO PA3BUTA, AOPU KATO 30 HALLIMKS
onut. Bcekn BOMHMK € MMAA CBOM AKTOBE, MMAAM

Ca AOPU M KOHETE. BCekn OTpSIA € N3rOTBSIA AHEBEH 39. Tile stamp of the First Legion Italica fr om Novae
panopt. OT4eTnTe PEAOBHO CA BUAW U3MPALLOHM (Bulgaria) depicting a boat
AO PuM. Bbnpeku ye 3HOEM TOBA OT YACTUYHO Mevar ¢ umeTo Ha | Utaamitckn Aernon ot Novae

30MA3EHUTE AOKYMEHTU OTKPUTU BbB BOMCKOBUTE (Brarapus) sanucaro & ouepTaHmaTa Ha kopab - liburny

KPENOCTU, HO TIXHO OCHOBAMMOMEM BeYe AQ CU
NPEACTABMM KOK € AEMCTBAAQ LSAQTA Opro-
HU3ALIMOHHA CTPYKTYPJ.
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40. The military fortification at Han al-Manqodra (Syria), probably dating to the middle of the second century AD
®Doptudukaums B Han al.-Manqolira (Cupus) BeposTHo noctpoeHa npes |l B.H.e.

41. Strasbourg (France), one of the seats of the
European Parliament, has at its core the fortress

of the Eighth Legion Augusta 42. Aquincum Museum in Budapest (Hungary)
Strasburg (®paHums) eaHO OT KpecaaTa B EBponeiickus founded in 1894

MapaameHT, ¢ 0bpasa Ha kpenocTTa Ha VIl aBrycToBcKM Myseit B Aquincum (YHrapus), ocHosaH B 1896 roanHa
AErMoH
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43. Coin of Hadrian, emperor from
AD 117 to 138, who ordered the construction
of the German Limes and Hadrian’s Wall

MoHeTa Ha umnepatop Xaapuan (I 17-138 . H.e.),
KOMTO e HapeAMA Aa ce nocTpou CreHarta Ha
XaApyaH M NaAMcasaTa Ha repMaHCKUs AUMEC

44. Aerial view of the town outside the legionary
fortress of Carnuntum (Austria)

Bb3aylHa CHMMKA Ha CEeAMLLLE HAMMPALLLO Ce U3BbH
AervoHHara kpenoct B Carnuntum (AscTpus)

Research on Roman frontiers

Roman literature and other ancient sources have
long provided a valuable source of information
about frontier installations. These sources in-
clude several military treatises describing the Ro-
man army and its structures, though, alas, general-
ly not frontiers. They also include specific doc-
uments such as the report of the governor Arrian
on the forts along the eastern shore of the Black
Sea.

N3CA€ABAHE Ha PUMCKUTE IPAHULM

AVNTEPATYPHUTE CbBLO UITOYHMUM, U APYTU
MUCMEHW M3TOYHMLM, CA 30 HAC GOraT U3BOP Ha
vHdopMaums HA TeMA GYHKUMOHUPAHETO HA
rPOHULMTE M HOMUPALLMTE CE€ TAM MOCTPOMKMN.
Cpea T9x CA CbLLO TPAKTATU, B KOUTO CA OMUCAHN
CTPYKTYPATA U PYHKUMOHUPAHETO HA APMUSTA,
BbMPEKN Y€ He BWHArM Ce OTHACST He-
MOCPEACTBEHO 30 BOMCKUTE PA3MOAOXKEHU HA
rPAHMLMTE. 3ATOBA ChLLO BOYKEH 3A HOC U3TOYHMIK
HO MHbOPMAUMG € panoptad  MNUCOH  OT
ry6epHaTopa APPUAH OTHACSILL Ce A0 GOPTOBETE
HAOMMPALLM CEe HA M3TOYHOTO Kpawmbpekme Ha
YepHo mope.
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45. Al-Heita, a way-station on the road
from the Nile north-eastwards to the
quarry site at Mons Porphyrites (Egypt)

Al-Heita, nbTHa cTaHuMs Ha TpaceTo
BoAeL,o OoT HuA A0 HamupalaTa

ce Ha CeBEPOM3TOK KaMeHOAOMHS

B Mons Porphyrites (Eruner)

Inscriptions and documents

Literary sources are supplemented by thousands
of inscriptions from every frontier describing the
construction and purpose of military structures as
well as providing details of the careers and move-
ments of the officers and soldiers of the Roman
army. More recently, documents on papyri, parch-
ment and wood have been discovered through
excavation and provide another valuable source
of information.

Scholars started describing and planning Roman
remains in the sixteenth century. Their records are
especially valuable today in view of the great

46. This writing tablet found at Vindolanda changes in the landscape and the damage to
by Hadrian’s Wall (UK} is a list of food the archaeological remains inflicted during the
Crimcek Ha XpaHuTeAHU NPOAYKTH OT Tabauuia following centuries. They also collected inscrip-

HamepeHa B Vindolanda, BbB $popTa Ha cTeHaTa Ha

Xaapuan (BeanoBpuTanus) tions and sculpture, and these frequently form an

important element of great national and regional
collections.

Survey and excavation

Although excavations were undertakeninthe ear-
lier nineteenth century, it was the 1890s which saw
the beginning of the modern era of scientific ar-
chaeological investigations. This work did not just

47. A Roman centurion named Aurelios carved his encompass excavation; an important element
name on the rock at the Garamantian capital of was the surveying and recording of existing re-
Zinchecra deep in the Sahara Desert (Libya) mains. This work was often undertaken by insti-
MmeTo Ha LeHTypuoHa Aureliosa OTKpUT Ha cKaAa B tutions such as the Reichs-Limeskommission in

Garamantiana, rAaBHUA rPaA Ha caxapckarta penpecusa

Germany, founded in 1892 by the great German
Zinchecra (Anbus)

historian and winner of the Nobel Prize Theodor
Mommsen.
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49. Roman military equipment from Augst (Switzerland)

MHCKPMNLMM M ADYTV IMCMEHN AOKYMEHTH ®parMeHTH OT BOMCKOBa eKUMMUpOBKa OT AyrcT

(LLseitapus)
VIHOpMALMMNTE CHABPXKALLM CE B AUTEPATYPHUTE
M3TOYHULM  CA  AOMBABOHM  OT  XUASIAUTE
VHCKPUMNLUMN OTKPUTU HO MHOTO Mecta. B T1esn
CPOBHUTEAHO KPATKM TEKCTOBE YECTO OTKPVBAME
MHOTO AETOMAM HO TEMA CTRYKTYPATA HO APMUSITA,
KAPUEepPAaTa HO OTAEAHUTE BOVHULIN, ABVKEHNETO
HQ Yyactute n camure opuuepun. Team AQHHM ca
AOMBAHEHM OT OTKPUTUTE MOCAEAHO TEKCTOBE
3AMMUCAHM HA MANYPYCKU UAM ABPBEHM TABAULIN.
AOBUTEAU U YHEHN CA 3AMOYHAAM AQ OMUCBAT
PUMCKUTE PYUHU 1 HOXOAKM B XVI B. Cera 1esm
OMMUCAHMS 30 HOC CA OT U3KAKUYUTEAHO 3HAYEHME,
30LLOTO YECTO Ce OTHACST 30 HECBLLECTBYBALLM
BeYye NoCTpOoMKK, Toraea CbULO, MO BPEMETO HA
pPEeHecaHcqa, € 3AMOYHOAO CbOUPAHETO Ha
NHCKPWLMK, CKYANTYPU U AYTY AREBHU NPEAMUTH,
KOUTO 4YEeCTO Cca OWAM HAYOAOTO HA TOAEMU
KOAEKLMN KAKTO C PErMOHAAHO, TOKA W C Mo-
FTOASIMO 3HQYEHME.

UscAeAOBATEACKU PASKOMNKU

1980 roAMHO € nPW3HATA 3Ad HAYOAOTO HA
CbBPEMEHHUTE APXEOAOTUYECKN N3CAEABAHMUS,
BbMPEKM Y& TOraBA HE BWHAMM CA OGUAM MPO-
BEXAQHM NO CEerawHnTe HaymHu. Han-yecto ca
OUAN W3CAEABOHM CbLLECTBYBALLM U BUAMMM
PYUHW. YeCTO pa3Konkmute ca GUAM MPOBEXACHM
OT CMEeUMOAHO Cb3AOAEHN MECTHU VHCTUTYLIMM
TAKMBA KATO Reichs-Limeskommission B lepmaHusl.
Ta e 6uAa OCHOBAHA B 1892 roAMHA OT rOAEMUS
HEMCKN WUCTOPWUK U HOCUTEA HA HOGEAOBATA
HarpaAa — Teoaop MoMceH.

48. The timber palisade in Germany, excavated in 1894

®parmeHTH Ha oTKpuTaTa B 1894 roamHa rpaHmuHa
naauncaaa B lepmaHus
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50. Geophysical survey of the fort and civil settlement at Mar yport (UK)

[eopusmyeckn nscaepBaHms Ha Gopta U LMBUAHOTO ceanle B Maryport (BeankobpuTanus)

Aerial survey

Aerial photography provided another valuable
tool. Aristide Poidebard’s great survey of Roman
military sitesin Syria, undertaken in the 1920s, and
Sir Aurel Stein’s survey of Jordan remain a major
source for the study of the Eastern frontier. Jean Ba-
radez’'s Fossatum Africae, published in 1959, is
based upon his aerial reconnaissance of North
Africa and remains the starting point for any study
of this area.

Research in the twentieth century was dominated
by excavation. Early work focussed on uncovering
structural remains often neglecting the more de-
tailed history of each site. Whole forts might be laid

MeToAQ HO Bb3AYLLUHUTE CHAMKU

Toan MeTop € BOXKEH  U3CAEAOBATEACKU
VHCTPYMEHT. 3Q MbPBW MbT TOM € BUA U3MOA3BAH B
20-Te ropnHM Ha XIX B. MPpU M3CAEABOHETO HA
PO3MOAOXKEHNETO HA M3TOYHATA TPAHWLA Ha
vmnepuaTta. Mbpsr Ca 51 M3NOA3BAAUM APUCTUAEC
Nonaebapa - W3CASAOBATEA HA PUMCKUTE
BOWCKOBM OCTAHKM B Crpust — 1 Cobp Apurea CTenH
— KOWTO C€ € MHTEPECYBAA OT PUMCKUTE OOEKTU B
MopaaHws, C momowta Ha To3n Metop YKaH
bapaaes e M3CAeABAA PASMNOAOXKEHMETO HA
rpAHUUMTE HO nMnepuata B CesepHa AdPpuka —
Fossatum Africae. Pesyatatute o1 cBoute
M3CAEABOHNS € U3AAA B 1959 roanHa. HerosoTto
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open. Yet at the same time, members of the
Reichs-Limeskommission in Germany were able
to confirm that the frontier had indeed a tfimber
palisade, while in Scotland it was revealed that
the Anfonine Wall was built of turf as described in
the Historia Augusta. Techniques soon improved.
Better use was made of dating evidence such as
coins and pottery and, in time, weapons and oth-
er small finds. The advantages of stratigraphy in
helping understand the history of sites was also ap-
preciated.

Today, terrestrial and aerial survey is supplemented
by remote sensing, in particular geophysical sur-
vey. So much of this work is facilitated by advances
in computer fechnology in helping documenting
and mapping. This will be great advantage in in-
ternational co-operation in the study of Roman
frontiers.

International co-operation in work on Roman fron-
fiers began in the nineteenth century. In 1949 the
Congress of Roman Frontier Studies was founded
and has met regularly since in various countries. To-
day, research on the frontiers of the Roman empire
brings together scientists from all over the world:
the 20th Congress in Spain was attended by 300
scholars from 25 countries in all 5 continents. Many
universities are specialised in the study of Roman
history and of the sites along the edge of the Ro-
man empire.

AENAO € BUA "OUBANS" 30 BCUYKM 3OHUMOBALLIM CE C
Bb3AYLUHO GoTorpadpumst.

B XX Bek paskonkurte CTOBAT OCHOBEH
M3CAEAOBATEACKM METOA. B HOYOAOTO BCUYKO €
OVAO CHCPEAOTOYEHO BbPXY MAAKUTE, U Npean
TOBA MOALEHSIBOHW, APXEOAOTMYECKUN OCTOHKM.
3cAeABAMKY TV NPOBEHM CA MOCTBIKM 30 MO-
AOOPOTO  OMO3HABOHE HA  UCTOPUATA  HA
apxeoAormyecknte obektn. Mo 103 HAYMH ca
OTKPUTU  LIEAM MOAKM GOPTOBE. B CbLLIOTO Bpeme
yaneHoBeTe Ha Reichs-Limeskommission B [epMaHust
YCTQHOBWAM, Y€ YACT OT MPAHMLATA HAONUCTUHA €
OVMAQ MOAMCOAQ, A CTeHata HA AHTOHWHYC
HOMMPALLO Ce B AHELHA LLIOTAQHAMS HOUCTVHAO €
OUAQ N3rPAAEHA OT TOP G — TAKA KAKTO € OMNMCAHO
B VicTopuara Ha ABrycT. C TeyeHne Ha BpeMeETO
METOANTE HO WU3CAEABOHE CO Ce YCbBbp-
LeHCTBAAM. [To-A0Bpe ce AQTUPAT MOHETUTE U
KEPAMMKATO, O TMOCAE U BbOPBXKEHMETO U
ApebHUTE OTKPUTMS. Hanpeabka HA  CTPO-
TMIPADCKNGI QHOAM3 € AOQA Bb3MOXXHOCT 3a MO-
AOBPO YCMUCASIHE HA UCTOPUSITA HA OTAEAHUTE
oBeKTU.

AHecC cTapute MEeToAM: Bb3AYLUHUTE CHUMKU U
M3CAEABOHUSITA HO TEpPEeHa, ca yborareHu c
reodusnyeck U3CAEABAHMS,  PUNKOXUMUYHM
METOAM, KOMMIOTbPHW PA3PABOTKM NOMArally B
AOKYMEHTUPAHETO U CbCTOBSHETO HA KAPTW.
Bcuukun 1€ CbCTABASIBAT MAEAAEH GYHAOMEHT 3a
MEXXAYHOAPOAHO CHTPYAHMYECTBO B MI3CAEABOHETO
HO PUMCKUTE MPAHULN.

MeXAYHAPOAHOTO  CbTPYAHMYECTBO B TA3MU
MOCOKAO € 3ano4yHAAO B XIX Bek. OT 1949 roamHa
NepPUOANYHO B PA3AUYHM CTPOHW Ce& CbCTOSIT
KOHIPECU MOCBETEHM HO WU3CASABAHMSITA HA
PUMCKATO  TPAOHWLA, MOMYAQPHO  HAPWYAHM
AMMECHWN KOHrpecu. AHeC Te3n M3CASABAHUS
CbCPEAOTOYOBAT YyYeHM OT UugA cBdar. Ha XX
AMMECEH KOHIPEC, KOUTO Ce € CbCTOSIA B IcnaHwsl,
ca yyacteaAm noseye ot 300 yyeHm oT 25 CTpaHN 1
neT KOHTUHEHTA. MHOro OT YHMBEpPCUTETUTE CA

51. Tourism is not a modern phenomenon. This bowl was probably made as a souvenir of Hadrian’s Wall (UK)

in the second century AD

TypucTuKata He e cbBpemeHHa uaMucAnLA. Cba oT Il B.H.e., HamepeH Ha CTeHata Ha XaapuaH (BeAankobputanus),

o
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52. At Iza (Slovakia) an impression of the south-gate
is provided by the timber sculpture

PeKOHCTPYKLIMS Ha BEAMYECTBEHMS IOXEH BXOA B Mka
(ChroBaums)

53. Late Roman fortification at Siscia (Croatia)

KbcHopuMckin poptudmkaumm ot Siscia (Xbpeauus)

Protection and presentation
of frontiers

The survey, excavation and recording of archaeo-
logical sites are but one part of the story. From the
very beginning of excavation in the late nine-
teenth century, visitors wanted to see the remains
which had been uncovered. Offen, such archae-
ologicalssites were left open and unprotected. Ar-
chaeologists removed the valuable finds to mu-
seums, but visitors also wanted their own souvenirs
and as aresult some sites practically disappeared.
The same years saw the first steps towards protect-
ing ancient monuments. Country affer country
passed legislation to secure the future of their her-
itage. Agriculture hadlong threatened the survival
of archaeological remains; now industry and its in-
frastructure competed with its destructive pow-
er. Vast economical developments everywhere
gradually changed the face of archaeology,
leading to large and complex rescue excavations.
The needs of increasing numbers of visitors need-
ed to be catered for. Military sites were laid out for
public inspection; museums were built to house
the large collections of artefacts, and, intime, oth-
er facilities were provided, such as archaeological
parks, many containing reconstructions.
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55. The reconstructed north gate of the fort at
Porolissum (Romania)

PekoHcTpyKuMs Ha ceBepHM BXOA Ha Porolissum
(PymMbHUs)

CBbXPAHSBAHE M NPEACTABSHe HA FPAHULUTE HA
PUMCKATa MMnepus

ApPXEOAOTMYECKUTE  U3CASABOHMS,  AOKYMEH-
TAUMSITA HO APXEOAOTUYECKUTE OBEKTU, TepeH-
HUTE MPOCMNEeKUMM, TOBA € CAMO €AHA YACT OT
ncropusta. Bede ot kpas Ha XIX Bek, Koraro ca
30MOYHATM  PA3KOKUTE  HA  TPAHULOTA  HA
MMMNEepUdaTa, MHOTO XOPA CA UCKOAW AQ BUAST
OTKPUTUTE MOCTPOMKN N CTRYKTYPU. YecTo Te ca
OCTOBOAM HE3ALMTEHU HA OTKPUTO. HAM-LULEHHNTE
OTKPUTKSI CA NPpeHeceHn B My3en. CAyYBOAO Ce €
CbLLO, Y& HSIKOM HOXOAKM, KOUTO Ca OUAU
HOMUPOHK OT TYPUCTUTE MO BPEME HA rnoce-
LLEHNeTO HA apXeoAornyeckmte o6ektn, ca cu
OCTOBSIAM 30 CMOMEH. B pe3yATaT HIKomM 06eKT ca
Ce PA3PYLUMAN, A HOXOAKUTE PA3NPOBCHAAN.
MNpe3 nocAeAHUTE FOAMHW, B MHOTO CTPOHM, TOBA €
SICHO OCbH3HATO U CA B3E€TU 3ALLUTHU MepKu. ToBa
Cée NOCTUra C NOMOLLTA HA NPUEMAOHE, CTBMKA MO
CTbMKA, HA CbOTBETHM MNPaBHM Hopmu. CTtasa
BbMPOC CbLWO 30 3AWMTA OT NocAepmumTe ot
CEACKOCTOMAHCKATA AENHOCT U PA3BUTUETO HA
MPOMULLAEHOCTTA U MHPPACTPYKTYpATA. Tesdu
MKOHOMWYECKM CMEHN CA MPOMEHUAMN ChBLLO U
PABOTATA HO CAMUTE APXEOAO3M, KOUTO BCE MNO-
YeCTO Ce KOHUEHTPUMPAT HA  CMACUTEAHU
N3CAEABOHMSI.

PacTawara YNCAEHOCT HO TYPUCTUTE MPUHYXKAOBA
AQ Ce OTBAPSIT CbOTBETHU CTPYKTYPU MOMArALL/ M
nPY MOCeLeHuITA HA  My3eute U1 apxeo-
Aormyeckmte obektn. Ha Hgkou mecta ca
OCHOBOHW APXEOAOTMYECKM NAPKOBE, B KOUTO CA
PEKOHCTPYUPAHU QHTUYHY MOCTPOVKM.

54. One of the earliest archaeological parks was that at
the Saalburg (Germany) in the Taunus mountains. Here,
in the 1890s, the walls and some of the internal build-
ings of a Roman fort were rebuilt

Mpe3 90-Te roamHn Ha XIX B. ca Bb3CTaHOBEHU CTEHUTE
M YacT OT BbTPELUHUTE MOCTPOMKMU Ha $opTa B 3aAbypr
B NMAaHuHaTa TayHyc ([epmaHus), Npu KOeTo e OCHOBaH
€AMH OT Haii-paHHWUTE apXEOAOrMYECcKHM MapKose

o
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I. Lower Danube Limes in Bulgaria

Kapta Ha AyHaBckus aumec B Bbarapus

MR X\ &

2. Map showing the tribes north of the eastern part of the Danube Limes in Bulgaria

KapTa Ha pasnoAoyXeHMeTo Ha BapBapCKMUTE MAeMeHa Ha ceBep OT p. AyHas
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THE LOWER DANUBE LIMES
IN BULGARIA

Preface

Considering the Roman Limes over the ages, one
easily concludes how inextricably it was connected
with the history of the lands through which it ran.
A regularity is to be noted as well: some modern
borders actually follow the line of the ancient
defenses. At the same time there are significant
frontiers between particular sections of the Limes,
resulting primarily from the topography, climate
and changing strategic importance. The Bulgari-
an section of the Limes perfectly corroborates this
regularity. For a considerable distance it runs
along the Danube, which is nowadays also the
border between Bulgaria and Romania. The lie of
the land, the location of major seftlements at
convenient river crossings, a network of natural
obstacles separating tribal territories and the rela-
tively inhospitable region of the Balkans all con-
fributed to making the area north of Mons Hae-
mus more suitable for Roman urban and rural set-
flement, agriculture and overlond commercial
links. The Danube was always of foremost impor-
tance. A major natural obstacle and at the same
fime convenient communication route, it was
easily defendable and facilitated control of
tfrade routes, permitted quick and easy transport
of goods, including army supplies, not to mention
moving the army itself. Romanization also pro-
ceeded relatively quickly in this region, undoubt-
edly stimulated by the presence of Roman tfroops
brought intfo the provinces mainly for the Dacian
wars. Other factors influencing these processes
included civilians engaged in trade and agricul-
ture, rapid pacification of local tribes and a long
fradition of coexistence of various ethnic groups,
the culturally significant impact of the Greek
colonies and polises in the Black Sea littoral, the
synthesis of different fraditions, languages and
cultures. Another linking factor was a common
enemy, regardless of whether it were the Goths,
Ostrogoths, Huns, Karpi or Avars to mention just a
few. Barbarians used to cross the Danube and
ravage the well endowed regions of Dobruja,

AOAHOAYHABCKUYI AMUMEC
B BbATAPUS

YBoA

PasraexaAanikn UICTOPUSITA HO PUMCKATA MRAHMULA
npe3 BEKOBETE, AECHO e KOHCTATUPAME, Ye T4
e OWAQ TICHO CBBP3AHA C UCTOPUSITA HA
CTPOHUTE, nMNpe3 KOUTO € MPEMUHABAAQ.
O6pbLLOME BHAMOHME U HA 30KOHOMEPHOCTTA, Ye
CbLWO HIKOU AHELWHW TPAHULUKM MPEMUHABAT
CBIAQCHO QHTUYHATA OTOPOAHUTEAHA AWHUS. B
CbLLOTO BPEME, MOSIBIBAT CE U BAXKHW PA3AUYKS
MEXAY OTAEAHUTE YACTM HA TPAHULATA,
MPOW3AM3ALLM MPEAM BCUYKO OT TOmorpadusara,
KAMMATUYHUTE  YCAOBMSI W CMEHSILOTO Cce
CTPATUIIMYECKO 3HAYEHME, BbArQpPCKATA YACT OT
TPAHMLATA € HAW-A0B6pus npumep, not-
BbPYKACGBALL, TA3M 3QKOHOMEPHOCT. HEMHA roAsiMa
4ACT NPEMMHABA MO ABAKMHA HA AYHOB, KOMTO
€AHOBPEMEHHO € MPAaHULO MeXay BbArapus m
PymMbHMSI. PA3MNOAOXKEHMETO HA TEPEHA, HA
TAGBHUTE HSKOTALHM CEeAULLHU LEeHTpOBE HA
MECTA YAOOHM 30 MPEMVHOBOHE MPEe3 peKkaTq,
MPEXKATA OT MPUPOAHN MPENSITCTBUS, KOUTO CA
PA3AENSIAV TEPUTOPUMTE HA MAEMEHATA U HOKP O
OTHOCUTEAHO HEroCTOMPUEMHUTE 3eMX  HA
baoAKQHWMTE Ca NPUYMHATO, 4Ye Teputopumte
HOMUPALLM Ce HO ceBep OT Haemus mons ca
OUAM  MO-TMIOAXOASLM 30 OCHOBOBOHE HA
PUMCKNTE TPAAOBE, CEeAd U CceAuwa, 3d
MPOBEXAAHE HO CEACKOCTOMOHCKA AEMHOCT, 3a
MPOKAPBAHE CYXO3eMHU MbTULA. OT OCHOBHO
3HA4yeHne e O6uA BMHArM AyHaB. MorbsLLo
HATYPAAHO MpengarcTene, A eAHOBPEMEHHO
YAOBOHO CBbBP3BALLO TPACE, TOMN € BUA UAEAAHO €
CAYXKMA 30 3ALLMTA, YAECHSIBOA € KOHTPOAQ HAO
TbPrOBCKUTE MBTULLQ, MO3BOASIBOA € ObP3 1 EBTUH
TPAHCMOPT, A CbLLO M CHOBAEHMETO HA AETUOHUTE
M CAMUTE BOMCKOBU OTPSIAM. Ha Te3n teputopmm
OTHOCUTEAHO 6BP30 CA NPOTUYAAU U NpoLEeCUTE
HO MNpPUEMAHE HOA PUMCKATA KYATypd. bes
CbMHEHME Te CA BUAM YCKOPEHM OT HAMAMBA HA
PUMCKN BOWCKM CBbP3AHW MNpPEeAN BCUYKO C
AQUKNTE BOWMHKM, HO CbWO U HA UMBUAHM,
3GHVMMQBALWLM Ce€ C TbProBusl UM CEACKO
CTOMQHCTBO, OT O6bp3aTa naundukalms Ha

o
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destroying vineyards and ransacking towns. At
the same time, they had a lasting impact on the
material and spiritual culture and with fime they
settled in the border zones as foederati,

The complicated history of these areas after the
fall of the Roman empire, which was terminated
after several centuries by their incorporation info
the Oftoman empire, resulted in immeasurable
suffering and humiliation for the local population,
but ensured relatively good preservation of the
ancient Roman ruins. Some places were partly
renovated, others re-settled and still others recon-
structed in altered, but still essentially ancient
form. These vestiges of the past, frequently veiled
in local myth and legend, attracted the aftention
of fravelers as well as military men interested in
matters of war strategy. These “vagabonds”
needed maps and instructions, hence it is hardly
surprising that an atlas published in Stockholm in
1899 contained a good copy of Ptolemy’s map
(the first edition was printed in Bologna in 1477)
with the exact location of ancient sites on the
Lower Danube. Ancient sites can be found also
on two maps published by the famous Mercator
(16th century). Meriting attention among the rich
cartographic collection conceming the Bulgarian
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3. Roman towns along the Black Sea coast

Pumcku rpasose Kpat HYepHo mope

MECTHUTE MNAEMEeHd, HO CbWOo TAKA OT
ABATOBEKOBHOTA TROAMLMSI HO OBLLLO CHKUTEACTBO
HO  PA3AMYHM  TPYyMM, OT  HECbMHEHOTO
KYATYPOTBOPHO BAUSIHME HA KOAOHUUTE OT
4YepHOMOPUETO WU  TPBLKUTE TPOAOBE, OT
CUHTE3ATA HA PA3AUYHU TPOAMLM, e3eum Wn
KYATYPW. Beposto CBbp3BALL, EAEMEHT CbLLO €
OVAQ M OMACHOCTTA OT OOLM BPAroBe, KOUTO
BbMPEKM 4Ye CA C POA3AUYHU UMEHA: [oTwn,
OcTtporotn, XyHu, Kapnwn, ABapu U TH.
NPEMMHOBAMK Mpe3 AyHOB CA yMNyCTOLUABOAM
Goratmte HA XKUTA TepeHU Ha AoBpyaxa,
YHULLOXABAAM CO  AO30BUTE  HOCBXAEHMS,
npes3eMaAn ca rpoaose. OT Apyra CTpaHa Te
MQAKO MAM MHOTO CQ MOBAVSIAV HO MOTEPUAAHATA
1 AYXOBHQTAO KYATYPQ, A YOCT OT TSIX C BPEMETO Ce
€ 30CEABAAQ MO NPAHUYHUTE PAnOHU — foederati.
KOMAAVMLMPAHATA MCTOPWS HO TE3M PANOHM CAEA,
yNnaAbKa Ha Pumckata nmnepusl, CAeA MHOroTo
BEKOBE HA TIXHATA  MHKOPMNOPALMST  KbM
OcMaHCKATa vMnepust OT eAHO CTPpaHa e
AOMPUHECAQ HO HOCEASIBALLMTE TE3U TePUTOPUN
HOPOAM BE3KPAMHO TbPMNEHNE N YHMKEHMS], O OT
APYra — e 6UAQ MPUYMHOTA 34 CPOBHUTEAHO
AOOPOTO CHXPAHSIBOHE HA HSKOTALHNTE PUMCKMN
PYUHW. HSKOW OT TsIX CA YACTUYHO MPECTPOEHN,
APYIM Cca BGUAM 30CEAEHK, A HIKOW HAMPABO
MOCTPOEHM OTHOBO CbC CMEHEHA, HO CbC
30MNA3EHA AHTMYHA HUWHA, dopma. OT ACBHA
CbLLO Te3n “CBUAETEAN” HO MUHOAOTO CMASTEHU
HE BEAHBX C MECTHU MWUTBE U AEreHAn, ca
MPWKOBOBAAM BHUMAHMETO HA MbTELLECTBEHNLM U
C OIAEA HA CTPATENMYECKOTO CU  3HAYEHME, HA
BOEHHM. Ha T1e3nm “CckutHmum” ca um OuAmn
HEOBXOAVMU KAPTW 1N YKA3ATEAM. [TopaAM TOBE He
€ Y4YyABALL, GOKTA, Ye B U3AQAEHNS B 1899 roamHa
B CTOKXOAM QTAOC HAMUPAME MEXAY APYroTO
AOBPO KOMMe HA KApTA HA [ToAemen (MbpBOTO
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stretch of the Limes is Frederic de Wit's map of
1686 picturing the religious mosaic in the region
and sites of major battles with the Turks (crusade
of the Hungarian king Sigismund against the Sul-
tan Bayazid). The important ancient centres were
also marked on the map as points of reference,
indicating that in the 17th cenfury most of the
ruins were still in relatively good condition. The
oldest publication concerning the region
appears to stand in confirmation; it is L. F Marsigli:
Danubius Pannonico-Mysicus. Observationibus
geographicis, astronomicis, hydrographicis, his-
toricis, physicis perlustratus et in sex tomos diges-
fus, Hagae Comitium Amstelodami 1726, vol. 2.
(4). Descriptions of ancient sites have come down
to us from the times of the Russian-Turkish war,
including Novae where on July 14 (27 according
to the old calendar) 1877 Russian armies crossed
the Danube. Since then many general and spe-
cific publications have been made, more than a
thousand on Novae alone, it being the richest
and fullest bibliography of all.

Interest in the various Danubian sites varied. Bul-
garian archaeologists were joined by expeditions
from other countries with Italians digging in
Ratiaria, Germans in latrus, the British in Nicopolis
ad Istrum. The Polish expedition excavating in
Novae is currently the only foreign team still in the
field. Some sites have been investigated better
and more extensively, e.g. Oescus, Nicopolis ad
Istrum, Novae, others, like Ratiaria and Durosto-
rum, only in a small part; still others have been
localized and surveyed or tested on a small scale.
Even so, many of the sites known from ancient
cartographic and written sources have never
been located. This concerns rather the smaller
sites, as the legionary headquarters, of the Fifth
Macedonian (Oescus), First Italic (Novae) and
Eleventh Claudian (Durostorum), are well known.
Experience teaches, however, that forts and
fortresses are an equally important source of
information, especially when reconstructing
defense systems and regional history. But even
the relatively limited number of sites discovered
so far is sufficient to reveal the archaeological
richness of this beautiful land. The reasons for this
state of research are manifold, partly financial,

n3paHue e ot 1477 ropnHa B BOAOHUS) C TOYHO
OBO03HAYEHN AHTUYHN OBEKTU, HOMUPALLM Ce Mo
ABAKVMHOTA HO AOAEH AYHOB. HOMUpPOME 1 CbLLLO
1 HO ABE KAPTU U3ACAEHM OT CACBHWS MepKkaTop
(XVI B). B 6orarata KoAeKLmMsl OT KAPTX OTHACSILLM
ce 30 ObArapPCKATA YACT OT FPAHULATA HA
BHUMOHME 3ACAY>KABA N3AQAEHATA B 1686 roAMHA
or ®Opepepuk ae BUT KapTa NpPeACTaBsLLa
PEAUTMMHATA MO3AMKA HA TO3W PAVIOH M TACBHUTE
MeCTA Ha BUTkK € Typumte (KPbCTOHOCHMS MOXOA
HO YHFOPCKWUSI KPOA 3UTMYHT Cpelly CYATaH
bassna). OB0O3HAYEHN CA CbHLLO BAXKHN AHTUYHMU
LIeHTPOBE, MPEACTABASIBALLM OTHOCUTEAHU TOUKM,
KOETO AOKA3BA, Ye npe3 XVII B. No-roAaMaTta 4yacT
OT pyWHUTE € OWAQ B CPABHUTEAHO AOBPO
CbCTOSIHME. BEpOsaTHO TOBA MOTBLPKACBA HAW-
cTapara nyoeArKAUmsi OTHOCHO TE3W POANOHMU,
tBOPOATa: L. F Marsigli: Danubius Pannonico-Mysi-
cus. Observationibus geographicis, astronomicis,
hydrographicis, historicis, physicis perlustratus et in
sex tomos digestus, Hagae Comifium Amstelo-
dami 1726, Tom 2. OT NeproAQ HO PYCKO-TYPCKATA
BOWMHO CO C€ 3AMna3VAM CblO OMUCAHUS Ha
QHTUYHM OBEKTK, B TOBA YNCAO HO Novae, KbAETO
14 (27 no cTapust KAOAEHAQR) oAU 1877 rOAMHA
PYCKUTE BOMCKM MPEMMHABAT npe3 AyHasa. OT
TOrOBA CA CH3AGAEHN MHOTO OBLLM PA3PABOTKM
M NoApPOBHU nybAmkauun. Te HOBPOSIBAT Bede
XUASAM.  AOCTATBYHO AQ Ce KAXe, u4e
AVTEPATYPATA OTHACSKLLA ce 3a camoTo Novae -
HOM-60raTaTa M HOV-MBAHATA — HOBPOSIBA NMOBEYE
ot 1000 nsaaHms!.

VIHTEpeca KbM PA3SANYHUTE KPANMAYHOBCKM OBEKTU
e OUA pasAnyeH. B M3CAEABOHUSITA OCBEH
ObATAPCKN APXEOAO3M CA YYOCTBAAU CblLLO
eKCrneAnLMn OT ARYTM CTPAHW: NTaams - Ratiaria,
[epmaHms — latrus, BeAnkobputaHms - Nicopolis ad
[strum. AHEecC e OCTaHOAO CAMO MNOACKATA
ekcneamumga B Novae. Hakon obektn ca
M3CAEABAHM MO-A06PE M B MO-TOAIM MALLAG KATO
Hanpumep Oescus, Nicopolis ad Isfrum, Novae,
Apyrv kaTo Ratiaria, Durostorum B NO-MAAKATA UM
4YACT, A olWe ApYyrM  CA COMO C OCTAHOBEHO
MECTOMOAOXKEHVE U CA MPOBEAEHN EANHCTBEHO
BCTBMUTEAHU U3CASABOHUSI U MOAOBPOMHU
COHAOXKM. Bbnpekn BCUYKO TOAsIM Bpoin 0B6eKTn
M3BECTHU HM OT AHTUYHW KOPTOrPADCKM U MUCMEHMU

o
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4. Novae also appears in many geographic descriptions from the time of the Ottoman Empire

Novae e OTpa3eH Ha MHOIo KapTu OT BPEMETO Ha OcmaHckaTa MMI‘Iepr-I

partly logistical, and partly caused by a lack of
vision when the sites themselves are insufficiently
appreciated and international collaboration is
unwelcome. Bulgaria is largely terra incognita as
far as the identification of Limes sites is con-
cerned. Cooperation under the Culture 2000 pro-
gramme and Bulgaria’s expected acceptance
or rather return to the European family raises hope
for the future. A consistent research programme is
amust, asis closer international cooperation and,
most importantly, changes of attitude. It is hardly
surprising, however, that the rich Thracian tomibs
overshadow the apparently less spectacular
Roman ruins. Time plays an important role in this
“battle” for the Roman Limes in Bulgaria. Progress-
ing erosion, modern urban and rural develop-
ment, and a plague of illicit digging are fast
destroying what vestiges of the splendor of the
Roman empire still remain after many centuries of
wars and turmoaoil in the region.

The present study is the first comprehensive
approach to the subject of the Limes, aiming at a
better understanding of the "Roman chapter” in

M3BOPW HEe Cca AO0pW C  ONPeAEeAeHO
MECTOMOAOXEHME. TaBA Ce OTHACS HO UCTUHA 33
MO-MAAKM OBEKTH, 3ALLOTO MECTATA HO AETUOHUTE
-V MakeaoHckn (Oescus), | Utaanmnckm (Novae)
n Xl Knaammckm (Durostorum) ca HU M3BECTHU —
BbMPEKM TOBA, KAKTO Y4M MPAKTUKATA, CbLLO
castella ca M3BbLHPEAHO LEHHM 06eKkTn 3a
M3CAEABAHE. VIBKAIOUMTEAHO BODKHM 30 OMO3HO-
BOHETO HA LISIAOCTHUSI O6PA3 HO OTOPAHUTEAHUTE
CUCTEMU U NCTOPUSITA HO AOAEH OB6eKT. HO aopu
TA3M CPABHUTEAHO MAAKQO YOCT OT OTKPUTY OBEKTU
AOKQO3BA 6OraTCTBOTO, KPUELLO Ce NOoA 3EMSITA HA
TA3M KPACKBA CTpaHA. [loBoanTe 34 TOBA
CBbCTOSIHME HA WU3CASABOHUATA CA  CAOXHMU,
YACTUYHO CAa nopaant OUHAHCOBU MPUYMHW,
YACTUYHO OPrAHU3ALMMHK, O OT YACTY BUHA HOCST
PA3AMYHU XOPJ, HE BUHAM OLEHSIBALL BOYKHOCTTA
HO MEXAYHAPOAHOTO CBHTPYAHMYECTBO A CbLLO
HOYYHOTA LEHHOCT M YHUKAAHOCTTA HO CaMUTE
o06eKkTn. OT TAeAHO TOUYKA HO OTKPUTUTE TPAHNYHM
0BeKTN AO TOAIMA CTeneH bbArapus e kato Terra
incognita. CbTpyAHNYECTBOTO B PAMKUTE HA
nporpamara Culture 2000 1 HOAEXKAUTE CBBP3AHN
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5. Novae also appears in many geographic descriptions from the time of the Ottoman Empire

Novae e OTpa3€H Ha MHOIo KapTu OT BPEMETO Ha OcmaHcKaTa I/IMI'IePMFI

the history of the lands that are nowadays within
the borders of modern Bulgaria. As the Culture
2000 programme took off, we had the opportunity
to observe a growing understanding, not only
among archaeologists, which is obvious, but also
among local authorities, in Bulgaria as much as in
Poland. It should be noted that the excavation
project in Novae has always had full support of
the authorities at both the university (Warsaw
University and Adam Mickiewicz University in
Poznan) and the ministerial levels, and the work
has been funded from resources granted by
the Polish government.

C BAM3QHETO, A MO-TOYHO 3CBPDBLLAHETO HA
BbArapust B eBponencKoTo CEMENCTBO MO3BOASIBA
C ONTMMM3BM AQ Ce TAGACQ KbM ObaelleTo. bes
CbMHEHME € HeobXxoAMMO u3paboTBAHE HA
eAMHEH HAy4YeH NAQH 30 M3CAEABAHMS,
303APABSIBAHE Ha MEXAYHAPOAHOTO
CBTPYAHMYECTBO, HO CbLLO TAKO W HOM-TPYAHOTO
HeLLO — CMSIHO HA NMOAXOAQ KbM NpobAema. He e
YYYABALLO, Y€ OYOAPOBAHMETO OT OTKPUBAHETO HA
BoraT TPAKUNCKM FPOBHNLM 3ACAQHST MO-MAAKO
CMNEKTAKYASIOHUTE HA MPBB MOTAEA PUMCKU PYVH.
B tasn “Gutka” 3a puMcKus AMMec B bbArapus
BODKHA POASI Urpae BPEMETO. 3ACUABALLUTE Ce
€PO3UNHM MPOLLECH, PA3BUTUETA HA MPOAAOBETE U
CEeACKATa WHPPACTPYKTYPd, 4a CbWOo W©
HEOBAGASIHOTO  GEeACTBME  OT  HEeAEraAHu
MPETbPCBAHKMS, CA MNPUYMHATA, 4e 30 KPATKO
BPEME CBUAETEAUTE 3A BEAUYMETO HO PrMCKATA
MMMepusl, KOUTO Ca MNPEeTbPneAn BOWHU U
MCTOPUYECKN PASMUPULIM MOTOT AQ CE MOAACAQAT
HO CBbBPEMUETO N PYLLUEHETO.
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6. Plan of Novae published in 1905

by Karel Skorpil

Maan Ha Novae ny6aukysaH npes 1905 r.
ot K. LUkopnna

This presentation was prepared as part of the
European Union Culture 2000 programme with
the assistance of the Warsaw University Rector’s
Office and Center for Research on the Anfiquity
of Southeastern Europe, Poland’s Ministry of
Science, the municipal authorities of Svistov, and
the Municipal Museum in Svistov.

We would like to express our most sincere grati-
tude for their cooperation to the Institute of
Archaeology and the Museum of the Bulgarian
Academy of Science, the staff of the Archaeo-
logical Museum in Veliko Tarmovo and the local
museums in Vidin, Lom, Ruse and Silistra. We are
particularly grateful to Gerda von Bulow, Katarzyna
Chatasinska-Macukow, Peti Donevski, Evgenia
Genceva, Stanistaw Gtgb, Rumen Ivanov, Janusz
Janowski, Gergana Kabakcijeva, Jerzy Kolendo,
Wojciech Nowakowski, Ludmila Slokoska, Woj-
ciech Tygielski, Pavlina Viadkova, Piotr Weglenski,
Wojciech Wréblewski.

We are deeply indebted to Janusz Rectaw and
Martin Lemke for their significant contribution to
the present publication.

The presentation was possible with assistance
from the Romisch-Germanische Kommission in
Frankfurt, its former Director Siegmar von Schnurbein
and present Director Friedrich Luth in particular.
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B T3 pa3paboTka e HAMpABeH MbpBUS
KOMMAEKCEH OnuUT 34 MNPUBAMKABAHETO HA
WMPOKNTE OOLLECTBEHM KPbBIOBE TemMara 3a
AMIMECO C HOAEXKAATA 30 NMO-A0BPO pPaA3bupaHe
HA BOXKHOCTTA HA “pUMCKATA UCTOpUS” B
CBHOUTUATA HA 3EMUTE HO AHELHA bbArapust. Ouwe
Mo BPEME HA PEAAM3ALMSITA HO NporpamaTta Cul-
ture 2000 MHOTOKPOTHO C& HATLKBAXME HA TAKOBA
pPa3BUPAHE HE CAMO Cpep APXEOA03U, HO W
CpeA MEeCTHATO BAACT. [MOAy4YaQBAXME MOMOLL,
KAKTO B BbArapug, Taka u B [OALLQA, KOSITO BeYe OT
MHOTO TOAMHU GUHAHCUPA U3CAEABOHUAITA B
Novae ¥ 4YuUTO BAQCTM HO YHUBEPCUTETU
(Bapwasckyt 1 TMO3HAHCKM) U MUHUCTEPCKU
BAQCTM PA3BMPAT M NOANOMAOraT CbhLLHOCTTA HA
HaLWaTa paborta.

30 MBAOBAHETO HA  TA3M  pPA3pAbOoTKA,
OCBLIECTBEHO B PAMKUTE HA MPOrPAMATA HA
EBponenckmng Cbros - Culture 2000, H/ MOMOrHOXA!:
PekTopckunte BAQCTMU Ha Baplwasckug
YHuBepcutet, LeHTbpa 30 WM3CAEABAHUST HA
QHTMKQ HO IOromsToYHA EBpona kbM BapLuaBcKms
YHuBepcutet, MUHUCTEPCTBO HA HAYKATA HA
Penybauka TloAWA, TFPAACKUTE BAQCTM HA
CauLLos, lpaacku mysen 8 CBALLLOB.

ViskasBame CbpaeYHa  BAAropAQpHOCT  3a
CBTPYAHMYECTBOTO HA VIHCTUTYTO MO QPXEOAOTUSI
1 Myses Ha bbArapckata Akaaemust Ha Haykute,
HO CAYXKUTEAUTE HO APXEOAOTUYECKMSI My3EN BbB
BeAnKko TbpHOBO M HO PABOTHULMTE OT My3euTe
BbB BranH, Aom, Pyce n Cuancrpa.

bAaaroacapmm ouwe AMYHO Ha: [eppada ©OH BbyAaos,
KaTtadkmHa XaAQLWMHCKNU-MaLyKOB, [Metn
AOHeBCKM, lNMAameH AparaHyes, EreHust. [eHyesa,
CraHncaaB TAa6, PymeH VIBOHOB, SIHyLL SIHOBCKM,
[epraHa Kabakumesa, Vexun KoneHpao, Bonumex
HosakoBckun, Atoammaa CAOKOCKa, Bowumex
Turnenckmn, MNasaa BAaaKoBa, MNeTtbp BeHraeHCKu,
Bonumex Bpybaescku.

BavkeH MpuHOC 30 Ta3K pA3pABbOTKA MMOXA ChLLLO
SIHyw PeuaoB 1 MapTMH AeMke, HA KOUTO
CbPAEYHO BAAroAQPS!.

Tasm pa3paboTka He BV MOTAO AQ Ce Cb3A0AE
6e3 CbAENCTBMETO YKA3AHO MM OT RGmisch-Ger-
manische Kommission b8 PpaHKYPT, O MO-TOYHO
oT O6uBWKS NPbB AupekTop Curmap ¢HoH
WHyp6anH 1 cerawHms Gpreapurx And,
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Events on the Lower Danube followed a compli-
cated scenario and not all aspects have yet
been sufficiently explored. Administrative divi-
sions and zones of influence formed gradually as
the Roman empire developed territorially and
successive military actions took place. By the
beginning of the 2nd century AD, three provinces
had been created: Dacia lying north of the
Danube and Upper and Lower Moesia on the
southern bank of the river (1). The situation in this
region remained volatile with border revisions
being frequent and barbarian tribes continuously
engaging the Roman armies in skirmishes and
outright wars.

The present study concentrates on border con-
structions and defenses present on the southern
bank of the Danube in the area of modern-day
Bulgaria.

The Limes on the Lower Danube: establishment
and development

Tribes living on the Danube from the Bronze Age
on cultivated strong economic ties with the
Greek mainland and the Aegean. They formed a
rich mosaic continuously fighting among each
other for new territory despite often entertaining
common roots. Many tribal names have been
recorded in the written sources, but even so their
histories and tferritories cannot be traced in any-
thing but a very general outline (2).

In the 7th century BC at the latest the Greeks
colonized the western and northern Black Sea
coast. Successful colonies included Histria and
Tomi established by Miletus and Callatis founded
by Pontic Heraklea (3).

Roman expansion to the Lower Danube started in
the first half of the 1st century BC. The first Roman
commander to reach the Danube with his armies
was C. Scribonius Curio. This was during the war
with the Dardanai around 73 BC and the Romans

VicTopumata Ha TepeHuTe HapUpALlM ce Kpam
AOAEH AYHCOB € MHOTO CAOXHO W HME OLLE He 4
MO3HABAOME AOOpPE BbB BCUYKUTE U? ACMEKTWU.
EAHOBPEMEHHO C TEPUTOPUAAHOTO PA3BUTUE HA
VMMNEepUITa N CAEABALUMTE BOEHHU AENCTBUS
CbCTOSILLM Ce TYK MOCTENEHHO Ce € OPOPMSIAO U
OAMUHUCTPATUBHOTO pa3npeAeneHmne "
rOAHULUTE HA BAMSIHME, OKOHYATEAHO B HOHYOAOTO
Ha Il B. ca ce odopMUAM TPW MNPOBUHLMN:
HOMUPALLATA Ce HA ceBep oT AyHOB AaKkus v
[opHa 1 AOAHO Mu3us HA OXKHKST My ©psr. 1
Bbnpekn TOBG cutyauuata e OuAa  mop
Bb3AENCTBMETO HA  AMHOMWYHU  MPOMEHMU
NPEAM3BUKBALLM KOPEKUMM HA TPAHUUUTE, A
PUMCKNTE BOWCKM MPAKTMYECKM MOCTOSHHO Ca
BOAEAM OUTKM AV BOMHM C OTAKYBAOLLATE TEPEHUTE
KPAW AOAEH AYHOB BOPBAPCKM HAPOAM.

B 1a3n pa3paboTka e ce KOHUEHTPUPOME HA
TOOHUYHUTE  YKPEMAEHUS U KOHCTPYKUUMU
HOMUPALWYM Ce HA OXKHKST Bpsr HO AyHOB Ha
TEPUTOPUSITA HO AHELLHA BbArapwusl.

Uctopus HA Bb3HUKBAHE U OPOPMSHE HA
AOAHOAYHOBCKUSI AUMEC

HapoauTte 30CeABALLM TE3N TEPEHU OT enoxaTa
HO BPOH3A CA MOAABPXAAU CUAHU CTOMAHCU U
MKOHOMWYECKM BPB3KM C €remcKkara/rpbLKaTa
obAaCT. Te ca BUAM 6Orata MO3AMKA OT PA3ANYHM
MAEMEHA YeCTO MUMALLM OOLLM KOPEHW, HO
BbMPEKN TOBA HEMPEKLCHATO BOKOBALLM 30 HOBU
3eMn. B MMCMEHUTE M3TOYHMLM CO Ce 3AMna3snAm
MHOXXECTBO HOMMEHOBAHMSI HO TE€3U MAEMEHQA, HO
BbMPEKN TOBA EAMHCTBEHO B OOLLM AUHUM 3HOEM
TIXHATA UCTOPUST U MOXEM AQ OMNPEeAEAUM
OBUTOBAHATA OT TaX Teputopus (2).

Ham-kbcHo B VII B. npean Xpucta rppumte ca
KOAOHU3NPOAW  3AMNAAHOTO W CEBEPHOTO
Kpanbpexme Ha YepHo Mope. Tam ca ce
PO3BMBOAM TPBLKUTE KOAOHMUM OCHOBAHW OT
Mwuaert: Histria, Tomi 1 AOPUNKATA XepaKAes
Montnncka: Callatis (3).

PrMcKaTa eKCnaH3ust Ha TePUTOPUUTE HOMUPOLLN
ce Kpawm AOAEH AYHOB € 3arNOYHOAA B 1 MOAOBMHA

o
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7. Map of the Bulgarian part of the Roman Limes

KapTa Ha 6bArapckarta 4acT OT pUMcKaTa rpaHuua

engaged in several skirmishes with the Tryballoi
and the Moesians. The next expedition took
place in 72/71 BC, during the third war with Mithri-
dates king of Pontus. The governor of Macedonia
Marcus Terentius Varro Lucullus defeated the
Odrisai and subjugated the Greek colonies on
the western Pontic coast of the Black Sea. Marcus
Licinius Crassus commanded the next expedition
friggered by the attack of the Daciai, Getai and
Bastarnai on Rome’s allies, the Denteletai, in 29
BC. He repulsed the attackers. In 28 BC the Bas-
tarnai returned to attack with the same force and
Crassus defeated them again, going on to raid
the Bessai and the Getic chieftains Dapyx and

Ha | B.Np.H.€. [0 Bpeme Ha BOMHATA C AdpAQHUTE
C. Scribonius Curio KATO MbPBUA  PUMCKMN
MPEABOAUNTEA OKOAO 73 I. AOCTUIA C BOMCKATA AO
AyHOB, BAOBAWKN C HOCEASIBALLUUTE TE3U TEPEHM
naeMeHa Tpoubaante n Mesute. Caeppalms
MOX0A CBbP3AH C TPETATA BOWMHA ¢ MeapuaaTec,
KpAAs HO TMoHT (74-64 r.np.H.e.) € 3ArnO4YHOA B
72-71 1. Np.H.€e. HOMECHUKA Ha MaKkeAOHMS
Marcus Terentius Varro Lucullus, 3aB3emankm
eAHO-BpeMeHHO OApUCUTE U MOAYNHSBAMKMA HA
PUM rpbUKUTE KOAOHUM HOMUPALLW Ce Ha
3ANAAHOTO Kpanbpekme Ha MNMoHT (HepHOo Mmope).
CAeABALLATA KAMMAHMS HA PA3IAEXKACHKS TEPEH
e noanpwveta ot Marcus Licinius Crassus. [ToBoaa
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7. Map of the Bulgarian part of the Roman Limes

KapTa Ha 6bArapckarta 4acT OT pUMcKaTa rpaHuua

Zyraxes. He occupied Dobruja and reached the
delta of the Danube, but this did not ensure
peace. In 16-11 BC the Bessai rebelled. A big
expeditionary force headed by Lucius Calpurnius
Piso was sent to subdue the barbarians. The fight-
ing was long and bloody and ended in Thrace
being ceded to Rome’s allies, the fribal chieftains
Rhoemetalces and Reskuporys Il. The region was
divided into two: one part south of Stara Planina
(Balkans) and the other between Stara Planina
and the Danube. It was given the name Ripa
Thracia (Coastal Thrace) and reached from the
Black Sea to the modern-day locality of Belene.
Despite later administrative changes, the name

30 3AMOYBAHE HA BOEHHW AEWCTBUS € OUA
M3BbPLWEHATa B 29 . MP.H.e aTaKa Ha AdkuTe,
[eTte 1 bACTOPHUTE HO CBIO3HULMTE HA Pum
AeHTenetnte. [lo BpeMe HA Ta3M BOEHHA
kamnanusg M. Licinius  Crassus OTOABCKBA
HanaaatTeamte. B 28 . bactapHute mMoBTAPSIT
ATAKATA CbC CbUWATa cuAQ. OTHOBO MOXOA
npeanpuema Crassus. To3m NbT Ne ce OrpAHNYOBA
COMO AO 30B3eMOHETO HA bacTtapHUTEe, HO U
HOMOAQ CbLLO becute m rpblUkmMTe KPOAe AANUKC
1 3UPAKC. B pe3yATaT Ha TA3M BOEHHA KAMMAHMS
30B3eMa AOBPYAXKA U AOCTUTA AO AEATATA HA
AyHOB. HO TOBG He € ocurypmao mmpa. B 16-11
r.np.H.e. n3byxsa BbCTAHMETO HA becute. 3a
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of Ripa Thracia endured until the 2nd century AD.
Presumably between AD 15 and 11 the praefec-
tura civitatum Moesiae et Treballiae existed
between the town of Nikopol and the river Vit, On
these grounds and taking into consideration also
Dio’s account, scholars have assumed that the
province was established in AD 6. A. Caecina
Severus is alleged to be the first governor of this
province. An opposing view is based on an analy-
sis of events which starfed in AD 12 when the
Romans fought arm in arm with the Odrisai
against the Getai to free the Thracian Aegyssus.
The barbarians were ultimately defeated by the
army of L. Pomponius Flaccus at the battle of
Troesmis in AD 15. The Romans placed under their
administration all of the territory lying south of the
Danube. Therefore, the prevailing opinion nowa-
days concurs with Tacitus” account, according to
which the province of Moesia was established in
AD 15.

In AD 62 to 66 Tiberius Plautus Silvanus Aelianus
achieved Rome’s chief political and military
objectives as far as the Danubian region was
concerned, that is, the pacification and stabiliza-
tion of the political and demographic situation
north of the river. Resettling more than 100,000
barbarians in Moesia, he brought them under the
province’s civil and military administration. He
also femporarily annexed to Moesia territory lying
between the delta of the Danube and Dniester. It
was incorporated into the province permanently
in AD 75; Dobruja was not incorporated until
about AD 74. Moesia Inferior was created in AD
86 out of the division of the existing province info
Upper and Lower parts. The borders of this new
province have yet to be determined in their full
extent and remain a hotly debated issue.

The western border of Moesia Superior must have
run in the neighbourhood of AlImus. The southern
border is more problematic to trace, because it
tended to change. Itis currently believed to have
run along the highlands of Stara Planina, leaving
Trajon’s Nicopolis ad Istrum (founded after the
Dacian wars) on the Thracian side. Messembria
on the Black Seaq, south of Odessos, belonged to
Moesia Inferior. About AD 187 Nicopolis ad Istrum
and Marcianopolis were incorporated into Lower
Moesia while Messembria was excluded. The next
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HEroBOTO MOTYWABAHE € WU3NPAeHd MHOro-
YNCAEHA APMUS, YUNTO NPEABOAUTEA € BUA Lutius
Caplurnius Pizon. CAaea TeXKMTE U KbpBABM 6OP6
HOMOAQTEAUTE CA NOBEAEHN, BPBLLANKA TOAKMS
HA BAGAETEAUTE CbIO3HULM HA Pum: Rhoemetal-
ces 1 Reskuporys Il, KOITO NO TO3M HAYUH €
PA3AEAEHA HO ABE YOCTU. EAHOTO € 0BXxBALLAAQ
Teputopwusta o1 Ctapa NAQHUHA (BAAKOHWTE) HA
Ior, a Aapyrata Teputopusita mexay Crapa
MAGHMHA 1 AyHOB. ToM ce e HOpWYOA Ripa Thra-
cia (KpanbpeXkHa Tpakus) 1 € CTUraa ot HYepHo
MOpe AO AHelwHusa rpaa beaeHe. Bbnpekn
MOCAEABAAUTE  AAMUHUCTPAUMAHN MPOMEHMN,
HaMmeHoBaHMETO Ripa Thracia € npocChb-
uectsyBaAQ A0 Il B. Han-BepoTtHO mexay 15 n 11
I. H.€ HQO TEPUTOPUATA OT AHELLHWS rPaA H1KonoA
M peka But e cCblecTByBAAQ PUMCKA rMpe-
dekTypa: praefectura civitatum Moesiae et Tre-
ballice. Tosn ¢akrt n 3annca Ha AMOH ca
MPUYMHATA, Ye HIKOW YY4EHM NpMeMar 6r. 3a AQTA
HO CBb3ACBAHE HA MPOBUHUMSITA, YUMATO MbPBMU
HamecHuK e 6ua A. Caecina Severus. o TO3mM
BBMPOC MMA 1 APYrO MHEHKME OMOBABALLO CE HA
AHOAM3A HO CHOUTUSITA, KOUTO CA CE 3ANMOHAAM
B 12 I, KOrato PUMCKUTE BOWCKW 3AEAHO C
Oppucute Ca BOIOBAAM NpPOTMB [etnte 3a
TPAKMNCKMG Aegyssus. B 15 . moa KOMOHABOHETO
Ha Troesmis, L. Pomponius Flaccus oKoH4YaTeAHO
CO pelleHn CnopoBeTe C Bparosete HA Pum. B
PE3YATAT HA TE3M BOEHHU AEWCTBUSI PUMASIHUTE
nEMeMAT AAMWUHUCTPATMBHOTO YMPABAEHME HA
PAMOHA HA tor oT AyHOB. Ha T3 OCHOBG AHEC
MO-MOMNYASIDEH € Bb3TAEAJ, CbOBPA3HO 3AMNUCKUTE
HaO Taumt, 4e NPOoBUHLMATA MK3ns € OCHOBAHA
B 15T

OKOHYATEAHOTO YCMOKOSIBAHE HA MOAUTUHECKATA
M BOEHHOTA CUTYALMSI HO TEPEHa Kpa AOAEH
AyHaB e nocturHoA Tiberius  Plautus Silvanus
Aelianus B roanHute 62-66. Ton € NMpeceAnA A0
Mwusust noBede ot 100 000 BapBapU: C TOBA TOM
MOCTUrA BOEHEH W LUMBUAEH KOHTPOA HOA TSIX C
MOMOLLTA HO OAMUHUCTRALMSITA HO MPOBUHLUMSITA.,
bAaaropgpeHne Ha TOBA € MOCTMHATA TAQBHATA
LIeA HO PUMCKATA MOAUTUKA 3Q TO3U PANOH, KOSITO
e OUAO AQ YCMOKOW U CTABUAMIMPA MOAU-
TMYECKATA U OBLLLECTBEHATA CUTYALIMSI HO CEBEP
oT AyHOB. BpeMeHHO TOM € MPUCHEAMHUA KbM
Mu3Ks TEPEHNTE HOMUPALLM CE MEXAY AEATUTE
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correction of the borders occurred after AD 271
when the province lost its western territories, Oes-
cus included, to the newly established Dacia
Ripensis, but incorporated the area lying south of
Nicopolis ad Istrum together with the emporion
Discoduraterae. Yet another modification took
place in the end of the 3rd century, in 286 or 293,
when Lower Moesia was subdivided into Moesia
Secunda in the Danubian area and Scythia Minor
in Dobruja.

The Dacian wars of the end of the 1st and the
beginning of the 2nd century AD strongly influ-
enced the history of the said region. The actual
war broke out in AD 101, but preparations for it
had already started in AD 98 under the personal
supervision of Trajan who visited the region. A
considerable building effort was undertaken at
the time. Fortresses like the one at Novae were
repaired, roads were constructed and supplies
accumulated.

The continuous threat of barbarian raids resulted
in a system of defenses being built on the Lower
Danube. The construction was extended in time.
These defenses marked areas that remained
under strict control and observation of Roman
troops (7). One of the walls with a series of watch-
tfowers followed the course of the Olf river for a
stretch of 235 km. Another system of defenses 300

8. Fortifications on the
Danube shore in Vidin
(Bononia)

VKpenAeHus Ha 6pera Ha
AyHae BbB BuanH (Bononia)

Ha AyHoB 1 AHecTbp. OKOHYATEAHO Te cda
CTOHOAW 4ACT OT MPOBMHUMSITA B 57 roAMHA.
Bbnpekn ToBaA 4aAK OKOAO 74 roAMHA A0 Musus e
BKAKOYEHO AoBpyaXa. MpoBrnHLMS AOAHA Mu3Ks
€ OCHOBGHA B 86 I MPU PA3AEASHETO HA
AOCETALWHATA MPOBUHLMS HA 4acTu [OpHA u
AonHA. ONpeAENsHETO HA PA3MOAOXKEHNETO HA
roaHmuata Ha  Moesia Inferior m p0 cera e
HepaspeLleH 1 AUCKYTUPAH NPOBAEM.

3anaaHaTa rpaHnua ¢ Moesia Superior Ham-
BEPOSITHO € MPEMMHABAAG B OKOAHOCTTA HA
Almus. OnpeaensHeTo Ha PA3NOAOXKEHMETO HA
FOXKHATA MPAHNLLG € MO-MPOBAEMHO, 3ALLOTO TO Ce
€ CMEHSIAO MHOro 4ecto. AHEC MOXeM AQ
TBBPAMM, Ye rPAHNLIOTA C TPAKKST € MPEMUHOBAAC
npe3 NOAHOXMETO HA CTAPA MAQHMHA, NPW KOETO
OCHOBQOHMS OT TPASIH CAEA AQLKMTE BOMHM NiCOpO-
lis ad Istrum e NPUHaAAEXAA KbM Tpakus. Kpan
YepHo mope, Ha tor o1 Odessos, kbM Moesia Infe-
rior e mpuHaaAexana Messembria. Okoao 187
rOAMHA KbM AOAHO Musms Cca NPUCHEANHEHN
Nicopolis ad Istrum u Marcianopolis, a e
n3kAto4YeHa Mecempus. CAEABALLOTA CMSIHO HA
rPAHMLATA € B 271 T, KOrato AOAHA Munang 3ary6sal
30MNAAHATA YACT OT TEPUTOPSITA, BKAIOYUTEAHO C
Oescus, B MOA30Q HO HOBOOCHOBQHATA MPOBUHLLMS
Dacia Ripensis. Bmecto T1oBa npuao6uBa

NEUAOGUBA TEPEHUTE HAMMPALLM Ce HA tor OT
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km long, referred to as Brazda lui Novac de nord,
starfed near Drobeta, cuf across the OIlt and
ended in the vicinity of Pietroasele. The next wall,
Brazda lui Novac de sud, ran for 170 km, closing
off from the north an area that, thanks to a bend
in the Danube, cut deep into the territory of Moe-
sia. Some scholars believe that it was constructed
by the soldiers of the legio I Italica. Another three
walls ran across Moldavia: the “Lower Moldavian
Wall”, the "Bessarabian Wall” and the “Lower Bes-
sarabian Wall”. Starting west of Tomis was a sys-
tem of defenses, the so-called “Wall of Trajan”,
which protected access to central Dobruja from
the south and reached the Danube in the neigh-
bourhood of Axiopolis.

Consideration of the written sources has helped
to identify more than 40 sites on the Bulgarian
stretch of the Limes, but few have actually been
investigated archaeologically and thus verified
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9. The defensive system at Vidin (Bononia)

[NAaH Ha oT6paHMTeAHaTa cucTema BbB BuamH (Bononia)
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Nicopolis ad Istrum, 3aeaHO ¢ emporion Disco-
duraterae. B kpas Ha lll B., HaM BEpOSTHO B 286
VAU B 293 TOAMHAO, CO HAMPABEHM CAEABALLMTE
3MSIHW HO TPAHMLMTE HA NPOBUHLMATA. OT AOAHO
Mesusa ca ce obpasyBanmn: Moesia Secunda — HaO
KPAWMAYHOBCKUTE PAMOHM 1 Scythia Minor — Ha
TeputopusITa Ha AoBpyaxa.

30 UCTOPUITA HA PAITAEKAQHUTE TEPEHU OT
FOASIMO 3HAQYEHME CA BOMHUTE C AQKUTE, KOUTO CA
ce MPOoBEAN TYK B KpPAst HO | 1 HOYaAOTO Ha I B.
[MNPUroTOBAEHMSITA 3Q BOMHATA, KOSITO € M3BYXHAAQ
B 101 ., CQ 3aMNOYHATV B 98 I. HAMAEXAQA 1 € AYHO
AOLWAMS Kpar AyHOB TpasiH. ToraBa A 3AnOYHATU
MHOFO CTPOWUTEAHM YCUABAHMUSI. PEMOHTUPAOHK Ca
Kpenoctn — Ha npumep Novae — PEMOHTUPAHN
CO MbTULLA U AOMbAHEHW 3QMACUTE.
MOCTOSIHHOTO OMACTHOCT OT HAMGAEHUATA OT
BAPBAPMW, € MPUYMHATA 3a TOBA, Ye MO PA3ANYHO
BpPEME KPAM AOAEH AYHOB CA CTPOEHU CUCTEMM
OT YKPENAESHWS 1 POBOBE, KOUTO CA OMPEAESASIAU
AEPAH3VBHNTE PANOHM OCTABALLM MNOA KOHTPOAQ
M HOA30PO HA puMmckute Bomcku (7). EaAHO ot
YKPEMNAEHUITA € OUAO PA3MNOAOXKEHO MO
ABAKMHATA Ha peka OAT C AbAKMHA 235 kKM, Ha
TA3W OTOPAHUTEAHA AVHUSI CO MOCTPOEHWN LISIAO
MHOXECTBO HOBOAKAATEAHN KyAU. Apyro, 300
KMAOMETPOBO, YKpernAeHue - Brazda lui Novac de
nord - € C HA4YOAO B OKOAHOCTTaA Drobetq,
NPEEMMHOBOAO € npe3 OAT U € 30ABbPLUBOAOC B
OKOAHOCTTa Pietroasele. CAepBOWATA CTEHA C
AbAKMHAO 170 kM, Brazda lui Novac de sud e
3AQTBAPSIAG PAMOHO OT CeBep, KOWUTO OAQro-
AQPEHNE HA UBKPUBSIBAHETO KOPUTOTO HA AYHOB,
€ CTUIaA HOM-ABABOKO B TEPEHO HA Mwususl.
CrnopeA HIKOM yYeHM TOM € MOCTPOEH OT BOMHULN
OT | UITOAMNCKM AernoH. CAeABALLMTE TPU CTEHN
CA MPEMUHOBAAM XOPU3OHTAAHO Npe3 MOAACBMS:
AOAHOMOAAQBCKATA  CTEHA, CTEHATA  HA
becapabust u AOAHATA CTeHA HO becapabus. Ha
3anaa ot Tomis ce € HOMUPOAO HAYAAOTO HA
MOCAEAOBATEAHN YKPEMNAEHMS OPAHELLM AOCTBMA
AO LUVHTPAMHA ACBRYAXKO AOCTUrALL, AC AYHOB B
OKOAHOCTTA Axiopolis — b1 HOpedeHaTta CTeHa Ha
TpagH.

Ha 6bArapCcKkata 4acT OT AMMECO CA YCTAHOBEHM,
npeaAm BCWYKO HA OCHOBATA HA MUCMEHMU
M3TOYHMLM, noBede oT 40 nocTta. CAMO HSKOU OT
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7). These are Almus (Lom), Augustae (Hdrlec,
Vraca district), Dimum (Belene), Sexaginta Prista
(Ruse), Transmarisca (Tutrakan), Nigrinianis — Can-
didiana (Malak Preslavec, Silistra district). More-
over, four legionary bases were also discovered
and partly investigated: Ratiaria (ArCar, Vidin dis-
trict), Oescus (Gigen, Pleven district), Novae
(near Svistov), Durostorum (Silistra).

The above forts and fortresses belonged to Lower
Moesia, but modern Bulgaria includes in its territo-
ry also forts once lying in Upper Moesia: Dorticum
(Vrav, Vidin district), Florentina (Florentin, Vidin dis-
frict), Ad Malum (Ko3ava, Vidin district), Bononia
(Vidin), Remetodia (Orsoia, Montana district),
Pomodiana (Stanevo, Montana district), Cebrus
(Goren Cibdr, Montana district). Most of the sites,
however, have been heavily domaged by ero-
sion and human activity. The present study focus-
es on sites with ruins in a condition that accords
visitors the opportunity to gain a better under-
standing of the past of this part of the Roman
Limes located in modern Bulgaria.

10. Fortress of ,,Baba Vida” on the site
of ancient Bononia

Kpenoct “Baba Buaa” pasnaoxeHa Ha
mscTo Ha Bononia

TIX CQA MPOBEPEHN OT apxeoAosute (7). KbMm TsIx
npuHaaAexat: Almus (aHelwweH Aom), Augustae
(pAHeweH XbpAel, obaact Bpaua), Dimum
(pAHewWwHo beaeHe), Sexaginta Prista (AHelWwHO
Pyce), Transmarisca (aHeweH TytpakaH), Nigrinia-
nis — Candidiana (aHelweH Manbk [Mpecaasel,
obAacT CUAUCTPQ).

TyK ca OTKPUTM CbLWO M YeTUpU YACTUYHO
N3CAEABOHM AEMMOHEPCKM Adarepa - Ratiaria
(pAHeweH Apuyap, obaact BuauH), Oescus
(pHelweH [ureH, obaacT lNaeseH), Novae (kpan
Cauwos), Durostorum (aHelwHa CUAUCTPA).
Bbrpekn 4e ropensnoXXeHuTe YKPEenAeHus u
dOopTOBE CA NMNPUHAAAEXKAAM KbM AOAHO MU3KS], B
rPOHNLMTE HO CerawHa bbArapus ce HammpaT
CblWo GOPTOBE, KOUTO HSKOrd Ca OUMAM B
rpaHUUMTE Ha TopHa Musus: Dorticum (AHeLHO
Bpbe, okpbr BuwauH), Florentina (aHeweH
DAOPEHTUH, OKPBI BuamH), Ad Malum (AHeLLHa
Kowasa, okpbr BuayH), Bononia (aHewweH BuayH),
Remetodia (aHelwwHa Opcost, 06AaCcT MOHTAHAQ),
Pomodiana (aHewHo CrtaHeBO, 06AQCT
MoHTtaHa), Cebrus (aAHeLweH [opHm LUnbbp, o6AacT
MOHTOHQ). 30 CBXXAAEHME NOBEYETO OT OBeKTUTE
CQ PA3PYLLUEHM OT €pO03Mst 1 YOBELLKO HOMeCA. B
Ta3mM pa3paboTKa CAEAOBATEAHO ce

KOHLEHTPUPAM BbPXY TE31 OBEKTU, KOUTO CA MO-
AOBpPE 3aMna3eHn 1 MOraT AC CO 30 TE3U KOWUTO €
WMHTEPECYBAT OT AHTUYHA UCTOPUS U3XOAHA TOYKA
30 OMO3HOBAHETO HA MMHOAOTO HA PUMCKMS
AVIMEC HO TEPUTOPUSITA HO AHELLHA BbArapmsl.
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The Bulgarian section of the Limes:
description of remains

Bononia (Vidin) in Upper Moesia was constructed
in the 2nd century AD. It was a smalll fort situated
on a steep river bank. The name has Celtic roofts,
but it also refers to the Latin *“bonum’ meaning
‘good’. It was mentioned in the [finerarium
Antfonini and later documents, such as Nofitia
Dignitatum and the works of Procopius. The fort,
which in all likelihood, had a harbour associated
with it, was manned by an auxiliary unit like the
ala | Cisipadensium, for example. Architecture of
the 2nd and 3rd century is largely unknown, per-
haps with the exception of a fragment of a round
tower seen inside the medieval fortress of "Baba
Vida” (8, 10). In many places, however, excava-
fions revealed a 3.70 m thick wall and fowers

I'l. The fort at Kula (Castra Martis)

[MAaH Ha Aarep B Kyaata (Castra Martis)

12. Late antique quadriburgium at Castra Martis

KbcHoaHTuueH quadriburgium B Castra Martis
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BbArapCKusIT y4acTbK HO AMMECQ:
OnucaHne Ha OCTaHKUTe

[MbpBUST OBEKT, HOMUPALL, CE HO TEPUTOPUITA HA
[opHaO Mu3Ksl, B KOMTO €A Ce 3AMNA3UAU AHTUYHI
OCTOHKM € Bononia — BuarH — noctpoeHa npes |l
B. Maakuga castellum, ymeto HaMmeHoBaHVE e
HAM-BEPOSITHO C LEATULIKU KOPEHW, HO € CBbP3AHO
M C AQTUHCKMS bonum — A0BBP, Ce € HOMUPAAO
HQA BUCOKUST AYHOBCKK 6psir. Tom ce cnomeHasa
cbWwo B [tinerarium Antonini, n B MO-KbCHUTE
AOKYyMeHTU Kkato Notitia Dignitatum wAan Ot
MNpokonun. Bononia e 6uaa ¢opT HA AYKCUANO
(NOMOLLHM OTPFIAM), A TYK € BUAC PA3MNOAOXKEHA
Hanpumep ala | Cisipadensium. Tyk Han-
BEPOATHO € PYHKUMOHUPOAO U MPUCTAHULE.
MNMoctposiBaHeTo HaA Bonnonii ot Il i lll B. HE HK €
MCBECTHA. HaKoM apXxeoAo3n CMATAT, 4e A0
GOPTUDUKALIMOHHATA CUCTEMA € MPUHOAAEKOA
OPArMEHT OT KPBIAQTA KyAQ BEXAOLLO CE OTBbA
CpeAHOBEKOBHATA KpenocT “babda Buaa“(8, 10).
Ho HO MHOro mecta ca oTkpuUTK Wnpoku (3,70m)
30WNTHU CTEHN U KyAn (C amameTtbp 20 Mm.)
MPEUHOAAEXALWN KbM dopTndukaums ot IV B.,
KOrato Bononia e 3aeMaAa TepuUtopust Ot OKOAO
20 xextapa (365 x 600 m). (7) B cnomeHarara
CPEAHOBEKOBHA KPEMOCT OCBEH AHTUYHUTE PYWHM
(8) Mmorat AQ ce BUASIT COAMAHU GOPTUGUKALMIA,
OT KOUTO VMO BEAUKOAEMNEH U3IAEA KbM AyHOB. B
HOMUMPALLMS CE B LLEHTBPA HA FPOAC My3er MOXe
AQ CE BUAWN MHTEPECHA KOAEKLMS OT HOXOAKM OT
Bononia v antnyHa Ratiaria.

banszo A0 BuauvH, B rpaa Kyaa, ce Hamumpar
pyvHute Ha Castra Martis. Bbnpexu ye ca ot no-
KbCEH MepmoA, OT TAeAHA TOYKA HA 30MNA3EHOTO
CW CBbCTOSIHME CU CTPYBA AQ CE BUAST.

Tyk Z1Ve] ABe MOAKM dopTndmKaLmm
quadriburgium/tetrapyrgon (40 x 40 m) (12) foto
MOCTPOEHU MO BPEMETO HA AUOKAELUsIH U GOopT
c naou, 1,6 xektapa plan NOCTPOEH Npeaum
roLKOTO HanaaeHne ot 70 roanHn Ha IV B.

Kpan peka Apyapuua B AHELHOTO CEAO ApYap
ce HaOMMPAT pymHUTe Ha Ratiaria — (13) Kkpenoct
AETVIOHEPCKA M HA rPaAC. HaMmeHoBaHMETO n?
MPOU3XOXKAQ OT AQTUHCKATA AYMAQ ratis — COA —Tbi
KOTO TYK C& € HAMUPOAO BOXKHO MPUCTOHULLE.
KpenocTtra e nocTpoeHa B | B., HO HEMHOTO HAYAAO
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13. Arcar (Ratiaria) — view of the northern part

Apuap (Ratiaria) — u3raea KbM ceBepHata 4YacT Ha obekTa

(approximately 20 m in diameter, attributed to
the 4th century fortifications, when the fort of
Bononia covered c. 20 ha (365 x 600 m) (9). The
ancient remains merit attention, but the sturdy
fortifications of the medieval fortress also hold
interest for the visitor, mainly because of the fine
view stretching over the Danube. The museum in
the city centre presents an interesting collection
of objects from Bononia and ancient Ratiaria.

At Kula near Vidin there lie the ruins of Castra
Martis. They are of rather late origin, but
nonetheless worth the visit (11,12). A small
quadriburgium/tefrapyrgon (40 x 40 m) (12)
erected in the times of Diocletian is one of the
two fortifications on the site. The other is a fort
covering an area of 1.6 ha (11 plan) constructed
before the Goths’ raid in the 370s.

The ruins of Ratiaria, a legionary base and town,
are located on the river ArCarica in the modern
village of Ar¢ar (13) The name derives from the
Latin rafisfor raft, which is only natural considering
that an important harbor had once operated

MOXe OU U3XOXAQ OT BOEHHMSI MOXoA HaA Marc
Licinius Crassus. CAep AaukmTe BorHM B 106 roanHA
T € 069BeHa 3a KOAOHUS - Colonia Ulpia Traiana
(14) n ca nsTerAneHm BoMckoBuTe oTpsian. B Ratiaria
B | nll B.H.e. ca ce Hammpaam IV Oaasuickn u Vi
KAaBAMMCKM AETVOH 1 MOXKe 61 ala Gallica. To-
KbCHO 3A MOAKO T€ CO BUAM N3TETAEHM.

B kpast HO Il n B IV B.H.€. BOUCKOBUTE OTPSIAM CA
BbPHOTN A0 Ratiaria. Ot Apulum — Teputopust HO
AHEWHAa PymMbHUS — TyK € npexBbpAeH legio Xl
Gemina, PA3NOAOXKEHM CA OTPFAM HO GAOTATA —
classis Ratiarensis. 3a pA3BUTUETO HA FPAAC € BUA
BODKEH DAKTA, Y& TOYHO TYK CE& € HOMUPOAQ EAHA
OT LWECTTE U3BECTHM HAO BAAKAHCKMS MOAYOCTPOB
fabrica, B KOSITO € MPOM3BEXAAQHO opbxme. OT [V
B. B Ratiaria e MMaAAO enmnckonart. [paaa e npeBs3et
M MOAMQAAEH OT XyHUTE B roanHuTe 442-443. Ho
TOBA HE € HEToBMS KPAW, TOM € MOCTPOEH OTHOBO
oT AHacTtacum | (491-518 r), Koeto Hamupda
oTpa3eHne B Mpo3BuLEeTO HA Anastasian.
HanoaeHneto Ha  ABapute MNpeAr3BrKBA
KOHYATEAHOTO YHULLIOXKEHME Npe3 586 roanHA.

o
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4. Groundplan of Ratiaria
MaaH Ha Ratiaria

here. The fortress was built in the 1st century AD,
but its origins must go back to the military expedi-
tion of Marcus Licinius Crassus. After the Dacian
wars in 106, the sefflement was granted colony
status as Colonia Ulpia Traiana (14) and the mili-
tary units were withdrawn. In the 1st and 2nd cen-
tury, Ratiaria was garrisoned by the legio 1V Flavia
and legio Vil Claudia and perhaps also by the ala
Gallica. These were |ater briefly withdrawn.

At the end of the 3rd and in the 4th century, the
army returned to Ratiaria. The legio Xl Gemina
wass tfransferred here from Apulum in Dacia (mod-
ern-day Romania). There was also a navy unit sta-
tioned there, the classis Ratiarensis. More impor-
tantly, a fabrica producing arms, one of six known
to have existed in the Balkans, was located here.
Ratiaria became the seat of a bishopric in the 4th
century. In AD 442/443 the town was taken and
burned by the Huns, but was soon rebuilt by Anas-
fasius | (491-518), after which it was referred fo as
Anastasiana. The Avar raid of AD 586 brought ulti-
mate destruction.

Investigations of Ratiaria started in the late 19th
century to be continued with breaks throughout
the 20th century. Aerial photography demon-
strated that the town was originally rectangular in
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1. Late antique residence/
Kucnopumckara pesuaenums
2. West gale/
3anmagnara nopra
3. Antic road/
AnTHYeH meT
4. Roman bath/
TFonemmure TepMu

N3caneapBaHEeTO HaO Ratiaria e 3ano4yHaTo ouwe B
Kpast Ha XIX B. U C NPEKLCBAHMS € MPOABAKUAO
npes ueAns XX B. Bb3 OCHOBO HO Bb3AYLLHM CHUMKM
€ YCTOHOBEHO, Y€ B HOAYAAOTO IPAAd € OUA C
MPOBOBLIMBAHA dopMa C pasmepu: 426 x 284 m.
YCTAHOBEHO € CbLLO HEMOBOTO PA3AEASHE HA INSU-
lae: 60 x 25 M. B kpast Ha lll n Ha4yaAaoTo HO IV B.H.e.
KbM Hesl CA MPUCBbEAMHEHU oOlle TepeHu. B
PE3YATAT HA TOBA Ratiaria e 3aemana naou ot 30
— 35 xeKkTapa. HIKOM QHTUYHKM KOHCTPYKUMK Ce
BMXKACT N AO AHEC. Kpam peka ApdapuLa ca ce
3AMAasnAM GPArMEHTU OT AKBEAYKT. YACTUYHO
CbLLO CE BMXKACT 3ANCAHUTE BXOA U CTeHa (16).
[MbPBOHAYAAHO TOM CE€ € CbCTOSA OT ABE
YyCMopeAHU CTEHU, U3PABOTEHN OT TFOAEMMU
nEepaboTEHN KOMEHHN BAOKOBE. 30 YCUABOHETO
HO KOHCTPYKLUMATO CTEHUTE CA OUAM CBBP3AHN C
HOMPEYHN CBPB3KM OTAQAEYEHN OT cebe CU HA
€AHAKBO  PO3CTOSIHME.  BbTpelwHoCcTTa  Ha
KOHCTPYKUMSITA € BUAQ 3AMbAHEHA CbC CYLLIEHMU
TYXAU. B CTEeHUTE CA BUAM 3ACTOMNOPEHN BLTPELLHN,
MPOBOBIMBAHN KYAU PA3MOAOXKEHN €AHA OT APYra
Ha pascTtogHme ot 31,00 Ao 33,50 m.

Mo ApPYyr HOYMH CA  USTAEXAQAU  KYAUTE
PA3MNOAOXKEHN HA 3AMNAAHMSI BXOA. Te ca ce
OMMPAAN HO U3TETAEH, MPEeA BLHLUIHATA CTPAHA HA
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plan, measuring 426 by 284 m, and that it was
divided into insulae, each 60 by 25 m. Already at
the close of the 3rd century it incorporated new
territory, occupying in effect 30-35 ha. Some of
the ancient structures are observed today, like
the remains of an aqueduct on the banks of the
ArAarica river. The wall in the western gate is also
clearly visible (16). The defenses consisted of two
parallel walls made of big blocks of dressed
stone, reinforced by crosswise bonding walls at
regular intervals. The inside of this casemate struc-
ture was filled with dried brick. Rectangular fow-
ers were observed at distances of 31.00 o 33.50 m
along the inside curtain.

The towers in the western gate were based on a
heptagonal plan projecting from the outer cur-
tain. The walls were constructed in opus quadra-
tum. The next rebuilding or rather repairs to
Ratiaria’s defenses took place after the raid of
the Huns in the end of the 5th and early 6th cen-
tury. Another wall 1 m thick was raised against the
outer face. At the same time presumably the pro-
teichisma was built. The last known repairs were
dated to the times of Justinian (627-565).

Civil architecture in Ratiaria is poorly investigated.
The ruins of houses and workshops from the 4th-
6th century were noted near the western gate, as
was also a monumental bath. Thorough investi-
gations covered a large public complex in the
centre of the northern part of the town which
comprised heated chambers concentrated
around a central apsidal hall decorated with a
floor mosaic depicting various animals. The most
monumental phase of this structure was in the
end of the 5th and early 6th century AD when
affer a general rebuilding the apsidal hall
received a groin vault supported on huge pillars.
The legate of the province Dacia Ripensis is
believed to have used this complex as his official
audience hall.

A fort was built at Almus (modern Lom), which
also served as a road station and customs post to
judge by an inscription from the second half of
the 2nd century AD. The name of this site located
in the floodplain of the Danube is of Thracian or
lllyrian origin, derived from the name of a nearby
river. The local name for the fortifications was Kale

CTEHATA, CEAMOBIBAHUK, O M3PABOTEHM B OPUS
quadratum. CAeaBaLLMST CTPOEX, A MO-TOYHO
PEMOHT HO OTOPAHUTEAHUTE CTEHM HA Ratiaria, e
3AMOYHAT CAEA HAMOAEHMETO HA XyHUTE B KpAS
Ha V 1 HO4YOAOTO HA VI B. KbM BbHLIHATAO CTRAHA
HQA CTEHATA € NPUAENEHA CAEABALLA, C AEBEAVHA
1,00M. HamM-BepOSaTHO MO CbLLOTO BPEME €
cb3p0paeHa o proteichisma.  Caeppawys,
MOCAEAEH PEMOHT AQTMPA OT BPEMETO Ha
tFOCcTMHMAaH (527-565 T.).

BbTpelWwHOTO 3aCTPOSIBOHE HA rPAAQ € U3CAe-
ABOHO MOAKO. B BAM3OCT A0 3AMNAAHMS BXOA CCO
OTKPUTU PYUHUTE HA XXUAULLIHWA MOCTPOMKN U
3AHAATYNNCKU PABOTUAHULM, AQTUPALLM OT
IV - VI B. HaOmepeHn ca CblO OCTAHKUTE OT
MOHYMEHTOAHM OaHK. Han-A00pe € M3CAEABOH
FTOASIM  KOMMAEKC OT TMPEACTABUTEAEH BUA,
HOMMPALL, CE€ B LLEHTbPA HO CEBEPHATA YACT HA
roaAa. Tom ce CbCToOM OT OTOMAEHM MOMELLEHWS
PA3MNOAOXKEHN OKOAO LEHTPAAHATA ANCUAHAO
30AQ, YUMNTO NOA € OUA OKPACEH C MO3AMKA
MPEACTOBSILLA PA3AUYHU YKUBOTHMU.
Han-npeACTaBUTEAEH BUA CMTOMEHATUSI KOMMAEKC
€ NPUAOBUA CAEA MPECTOSIBAHETO HAMPOBEHO B
KPas HA V M HAYAAOTO HA VI B. TOraBA B ANCUAHATA
30AQ CO MOCTABEHU TOAEMU KOAOHM MOAABPKALLIM
KOBCTOCOH CBOA. CMITa Ce, 4Ye TyK B HAYOAOTO
Ce € HAOMVPOAQ NPUEMHATA 30AA HO AEraTa HA
nposuHUMsITA Dacia Ripensis.

Castellum, mbTHaO CTOHUMS HO Almus (AHelleH
AOM) 1 KOKTO COYM MHCKPUMLMS OT 2 MOAOBMHAO HA
[l B. CbWO M MPAHUYEH MYHKT, € MOCTPOEH HA
30AMBHATA TepaAca HA AyHaB. HOMMEHOBAHMETO
OT TPAKUNCKN UAV UAUPUACKM MPOU3X0A € B3ETO
OT MMETO HA MPEMMHABALLATA HABAM3O pPeKa.
MgCTOTO KOAETO €A Ce HAMUPAAU GOopTuU-
dUKALMMTE PECTHUTE CA HAPEKAW: KaAe MAXAAQ.
B Almus B HOYOAOTO Ha Il B. € BUAQ PA3NOAOKEHA
MOAKQ BOMCKOBQO YACT, YUSITO 30AQ4YA € BUAa AQ
na3y KPAMAYHOBCKATA YOCT OT MbTSl U HErOBOTO
KPBbCTOBULLE C MbTS BOAELL KbM BTPELLUHOCTTA KbM
Serdica (aAHelwHa Coodus). Moxke 61 TyK € UMOAO
M MOAKO MPUCTOHMWE. Bb3 OCHOBA Ha
OMPAHMNYEHM PABKOMKM € YCTAHOBEHO, Ye KPemnocT
C nAoL, 4,1 XeKTapa e BUAQ C KBAAPATHA dopMa
1 € UMOAQ YETUPU KBOAPROTHU KyAn. OT 3anaaHATA
CTPOHA U B KOTOM3TOYHATA KYAQ € VMAAO BXOAOBE

o
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Machala. From the beginning of the 2nd century
AD Almus had a small army unit stationed here for
the purpose of guarding the Danubian road on
this stretch and ifs junction with a road leading
inland to Serdica (modern Sofia). A small port
may have also been located here. Limited excao-
vations have provided sufficient data to deter-
mine the plan of the fort, which was square. The
area inside the walls was calculated at 4.1 ha.
Four square towers stood at the corners and the
gates were on the west side and by the south-
eastern tower. Nothing is known about the fort
architecture inside the enceinte except that the
method of construction was opus implectum.
Remains of a ceramic and lead water-pipe sys-
tem were also uncovered. Part of the defenses
have been affected significantly by erosion.

Castellum Augustae lies some 5 km to the north of
the village of Harlec near Kozloduja, on the Ogos-
ta river. It was noted in Tabula Peutingeriana and
Itinerarium Antonini. The fort was raised on a spot
occupied earlier by Bronze Age and then Hel-
lenistic seftlement. Initially, it served as the seat of
the ala I Claudia Gallorum Capitoniana (14-37),
as indicated by an inscription erected by a veter-

I5. Gravestone of a veteran of the ala | Claudia
Gallorum Capitolina from the fort Aque kolo Koztoduj
Haarpo6Ha naoua Ha BetepaH oT ala | Claudia Gallorum
Capitolina ot Castellum Aque kpait Kosaoayi
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KbM BBTPELUHOCTTA HA AQrepd. Hama AQHHM 3a
MAOHO HQ HEroBOTO BBTPELUHO 3ACTPOSIBOHE.
3HOEM EAMHCTBEHO, 4e MOCTPOWKUTE Ca OUAM
M3BbPLLEHN B opus implectum. OTKpUTM Ca CbLLO
OCTOHKM OT KEPAMUYEH N OAOBEH AKBEAYKT. HacCT
o7 dopPTUOUKALMITA € BUAQ PAaA3pYLIEHO OT
eposnsTa.

Castellum Augustae ce HOMUPA HAO OKOAO 5 KM.
HO CeBep OT CeN0 XbpAeL, Kpaim KO3AOAYW, KPAW
peka Orocta. 3anncaHo e B Tabula Peutingeri-
ana w B lIfinerarium Antonini. Kpenoctta e
Bb3HVKHOAQ HA MSICTOTO HO CEeAULLE OT KbCHUS
OPOH3 N EeAeHUCTUMHECKUs nepunoa. [TbpBo-
HOYOAHO TS € BUAQ cepoanle Ha ala | Claudia
Gallorum Capitoniana (14-37 1.), KOETO AOKQ3BQ
VHCKPUMLMST HO BETEPAH OT TO3M OTPSIA (15). Tyk
e BUAQ PAsnNOAOXKEeHA CblWo U ala Augusta
(54-68 1.). CAep  OCHOBOBOHETO MO BPEMETO HA
ToagH Colonia Ulpia Oescensium, Augustae e
NPUCbEAMHEH KbM HenHara Teputopus. B
POBEHCKM QHOHWM HOMUPAME 3AMUCKA, Y& Mo
BPeMETO HA FOCTUHUGH rPAAC € BUMA MOCTPOEH
OTHOBO U C€ € MPEBBPHOA B MHOTOAIOAHO CEAMLLE.
Castellum e 6uA paspylleH No BpeMeTo HA
HAMOAEHWSITA HO OBApPUTE B KPAs HA VI B.
ApPXEOAOTNYECKUTE U3CAEABOHUSI CE KOHLLEH-
TpUpaAt HaA popTndukaummte (17). B pesyatar Ha
TOBA € YCTAHOBEHO, Y€ MbPBO-HOYOAHO MPAAC €
MOCTPOEH OT ABPBO M MPBCT. loa Mo-KbCHATA
3AMNQAHG CTEHA CA Ce 3amna3vAM OCTATbLM OT
nbpBaTta fossa. Haa Hes e MOCTPOEHA M YACT OT
3aNaAHUS BXOA. Mo BpemeTto TpasgH-XaAPUSH,
AQrepa € MNPENOCTPOEH C KAMBK, CMEHSMKN
HE3HAYUTEAHO  HEroBust  opueHtTnp. Kma
AOKQ3ATEACTBA 3 TOBA, Y€ BLTPELLIHOTO KAMEHHO
30CTPOSIBOHE € HAMPAOBEHO MO-KbCHO, Mpe3
BTOPATA MOAOBMHA HA Il B. 3a TOBA CBMAETEACTBA
MbAHE)A HA fOSSA, B KOUTO CA OTKPUTU MOHETU HA
Centmmmnn Ceep U KOAng AOMHA 13ceyenmn B Pau-
falia (aHeweH KioCTeHAMA) 1 MOHEeTA Ha [eTa ot
MOHeTapHuuaTta B Marcianopolis (aAHeWwHa
AeBHS). AO AHELLIHM BPEMEHO CA Ce 3Arna3nAn
KOTO LISINO € AMHCTBEHO: 3aMOAHATA U CEBEPHATA
CTEHA C ABAKMHA 245 M. V3rpaaeHnTe B CTEHATA
MPABOBIBAHM KYAU CA U3AQAEHU HABBH HA 1,00 M.
Ha 30maaHMst BXOA CbLLO CA Ce 30aMnasvAv ABe
OAQHKMPALLM — HA WnpoumHa 4,00 M — 13xoAd
KYAW. [10 rOASIMO NPEYCTPOMNCTBO € HAMPOBEHO MO
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6. Western wall at Ratiaria

®parMeHT OT 3anaaHus 3uA B Ratiaria

an of the said unit (15). The ala Augusta was also
stationed here (64-68). In Trajan’s time, the Colo-
nia Ulpia Oescensium was established and
Augustae became part of its territory. The Anony-
mous Geographer from Ravenna noted that the
tfown was rebuilt in the rule of Justinion and
became quite populous. The fort was destroyed
in the Avars raids at the end of the 6th century AD.
Archaeological explorations were concentrated
on the fortifications (17) revealing that the first
ramparts were of wood and earth. Vestiges of the
original fossa were observed under the later west
wall and part of the west gate. Under Trajon and
Hadrian the fort was rebuilt in stone. At this time
the orientation was changed insignificantly. The
stone architecture inside the fort was not built
apparently until the second half of the 3rd centu-
ry as indicated by the fill of the moat which yield-
ed coins of Septimius Severus and lulia Domna
struck in Pautalia (modern Kjustendil) and a coin
of Geta from the mint at Marcianopolis (modern
Devnia). Still standing today are stretches of the
west and north wall, totaling 245 m in length.
Rectangular towers can be seen projecting a
metre from the fort wall, while the west gate has
two towers flanking it and the entrance between
them is 4.00 m wide. Major rebuilding works were

N

.'(/.. 1 \\.
} - -
\_|_/ AUGUSTAEN

AUGUSTAE1
0 50 100m
P e el

I7. The defensive system at Augusta

[MAaH Ha oT6paHMTeAHaTa cucTema B Augusta

Bpemeto Ha Centumun Ceep. PA3BOAEHO €
CEBEpHATA CTEHA M € PA3WMPEHO KPEenocTTa
MOCTPOSIBOMKMA MOCKBHQ, LWMPOKA 2,5 M., HOBA
3ALLMTHA CTEHA. oCTpOEeHUTE TaM KyAU CO BUAK
c popmata Ha ByKkeaTta U 1 ca BUAN UBACAE NMPEA,
CTeHaTa. B ceBepo3anaaHusl BrbA € MOCTPOEHA
OlLE TOAIMA KPBIAO KYAQ C AMOMeTbp 17 M.
PEMOHTUPAHMS CEBEPEH BXOA € BUA GAAHKMPOH
oT ABe U-06pa3HM KyAU. [pexoad TAM CA NA3eAM
KAQKTO MACUBHW MOPTU, TAKA W CRAyCKAHATA
pewetka. Augustoe e OUA CblOo BOXKEH
3AHAGTYUNCKM LeHTbP. OTKPUTA € PABOTUAHMLO,
B KOSITO CA OWAM MNPOU3BEXAOAHN CEACKO-
CTOMQHCKU MHCTPYMEHTU, KAMEHAPCKM Pabo-
TUAHVLM U MHOXECTBO Mely 3a U3NUYOHE HO
CTPOUTEAHA 1 CbAOBA KEPAMUKA.

PynHute Ha Oescus ca epHM OT HON-UHTePECHUTE
MeCTa 30 nocelleHne OAaropapeHne  Ha
MPOBEAEHUTE TyK KOHCEPBAUMM HA  HIKOU
noctpowkn. Colonia Ulpia Oescus ce HOMUPAAQ
Kpaw ceAo [nreH, Ha 3 KM OT yCTMEeTO Ha VIicKkap B
AYHOB, B MECTHOCTTO HOPEYeHA TyK [paAMLLETO,
HO OKOAO 100 M. OT TPAKUMCKOTO CeAulle OT
KbCHOTO OPOH30BA €noxa. Tasnm MeCTHOCT e
crnomMeHatTa ot [ltoAeMen KaTo “rpaad Ha
naemeto Tpubaam”. Tom e os3HavyeH Ha Tabula
Peutingeriana vi cnomMmeHar B [finerarium Antonini.

o
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18. The town of Oescus

MaaH Ha rpaa Oescus

undertaken in the time of Septimius Severus. The
north wall was dissmantled and the fort enlarged
by the building of massive new fortifications, 2.5 m
thick, reinforced with U-shaped towers projecting
from the curtain. A big round tower measuring 17
m in diameter was raised at the northwestern cor-
ner. U-shaped towers also flanked the rebuilt
northern gate. The passage was defended by
nmassive doors and a porfcullis Augustae was also
an important workshop centre. Excavations
uncovered a workshop where agricultural imple-
ments were produced, as well as shops process-
ing flint and numerous firing kilns for pottery and
building ceramics.

The ruins of Oescus are well worth a visit, not the
least because of the effort put into the conserva-
tion of some of the buildings. Colonia Ulpia Oes-
cus was localized near the villoge of Gigen just 3
km from where the Iskar joins the Danube, at a
locality known as Gradisteto, some 100 m from a
Late Bronze Age Thracian site. The spot was men-
tioned by Ptolemy as a “town of the Tryballai”. It
was noted in the Tabula Peutingeriana and was
marked on the [finerarium Antfonini as well. The
name has Thracian roots and means ‘water’. A.
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HorvMeHOBOHMETO My HAW-BEPOSITHO € C
TPAKUACKM KOPEHUM U 03HOYABA — BOAQ.
ApPXeoAOTUYeCcKkUTe  U3CASABOHUST CA  OUAU
NpoBeAEHM B roanHUTE 1941-1943 ot A. Pposa, a
MO-KbCHO OT 1947 A0 1987 1. oT TeoduA 1 PymeH
VIBOHOB. AHEC M3CAEABOHUSITA CE MPOBEXAQAT OT
I. Kabakunesa.

KbM KpQst HO MbPBOTO AECETOAETME HA | B. TYK Ce
€ HOMMPOA BPEMEHEH BOMCKOBU Aarep. Modke 6u
TOM € B6UA TOM olle NpeAn Bb3HMKBAHETO HA
MPOBUHLMS Mu3ust. IMa BEPOSITHOCT, 4e B TO3M Mo-
POHEH Mepuroa TyK CO BUAM POA3MNOAOXKEHN ABA
AermoHa: XX Valeria Vitrix w llll Scythica. B kpas
HQ YNPaBAEHMETO HAO Tnbepum B Oescus e Buaa
n ala Pansiana. Wctopusta HA Adrepa e
CBbP3aHA C Legio V Macedonica. Ton e GUA TaM
B 62 I. 1 Npe3 ropnHute 71-106. MNpe3s nepuoaa ot
62 AO 71 TOAMHO € Y4YACTBOA BbB BOEHHUTE
KOMAOHUM HA M3ToK, a B Oescus e OuA
MecTonpebrBaBAHETO Ha cohors Il Gallorum
equitata. Caep 30BBPLUBAHETO HA MU3TOYHUTE
KOMMOHWK Legio V Macedonia e GuA npeHeceH
MbpBO A0 Troesmis (106-167 r.), a nocAe a0 Potais-
sa (167-27 r.) B Aakus. Ao Oescus ce e BbPHAA B
275 1. ADXEOAOTNHECKUTE N3CAEABOHMSI MOKA3BAT,
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19. A partially reconstructed bastion in the village of Gigen (Oescus)

EAHa OT KyAMTe, OTKpUTa M YacTUYHO peKoHCTpyupaHa B ceAo luren (Oescus)

Frov’s research in 1941-1943 was continued
from 1947 to 1987 by T. and R. Ivanov. Currently,
G. Kabakg¢ijeva is in charge of the excavations
at Oescus.

At the end of the first decade of the 1st century
AD a temporary base camp was located here. It
may have even predated the establishment of
the province of Moesia. Two legions are likely to
have been stationed here in the early period:
legio XX Valeria Victrix and legio Il Scythica. The
ala Pansiana was here in the reign of Tiberius.
Overall, however, the fort is connected with the
legio V Macedonica, which stayed at Oescus in
AD 62 and in 71-106. In the interval, the legion
was engaged in military action in the East part of
the Roman empire and Oescus was garrisoned
by the cohors Illl Gallorum equitata. Upon return-
ing from the East, the legion was first stationed at
Troesmis (106-167) and then at Potaissa (167-275)
in Dacia, returning fo Oescus only in AD 275.
Archaeological excavations have suggested
that the first permanent fort, a wood-and-earth
construction, was built in the reign of Claudius. In
the 3rd century AD, it was rebuilt in stone, encir-
cling within the enceinte an area of ¢. 18 ha.

4ye MbPBOHAYAAHMS MOCTOSIHEH AQrep € OCHOBOH
HOM-KbCHO MO BPEMETO HA KAoBpaMM U e BUA
MOCTPOEH OT ABbPBO U MPbCT. B Il B.HE. TOM €
MPEenoCTPOEeH OT KOMbK, MOCTPOSIBANKK castrum
C nAoL, OKOAO 18 xektapa. Oescus € CTAaHAAd
KOAOHUST MEXAY ropanHuTE 106 1 112, TOKbB € BUA
CTATYTA AO 275 roanHa. MNpe3 KbCHATA QHTUKA €
OUA BOADKEH U TOASIM LIEHTbP — EMNMCKOMCKO
ceponmle. popaa e OMA MOAMAABOH HSIKOAKO
MbTW. Hor-Hanpea TOBA CA HAMPOBUAW [oTnTe B
250 . n mexay roamHute 376 n 378, a B 447 —
XyHuTe. OKOHYATEAHO € pa3pyLUeH OT ABapuUTE B
585 rH.e.

HaTypaAHOTO OdoOpMAEHUME HA TepeHa e
MOBAMSIAO HO HEMPABUAHATA GOPMA HA MPAAQ.
BepogtHOo no BpeMeTo Ha TpasiH — MAM MOAKO MO-
KbCHO — TOM € BUA OrpaAEH OT 3ALLMTHM CTEHN C
MPOBOBIBAHM BBTPELUHU KYAW. EAMHCTBEHO npw
BXOAOBETE KYAUTE CA OUAM AEKO U3AQAEHMU
Hanpea. CAep MbPBOTO FOTCKO HAMNGAEHUE €
PA3LMNPEHO TEPUTOPUITA HA MPAAC OrPCHKAQINKNA
CbC 3ALLUMTHM CTEHW, C APYTA KOHCTRYKLMS, TEPEH
c naouy, 10 xektapa. Mo BpemeTo HA KOHCOHTUH
BeAnkn kyante ca npenocTtpoeHn BbB GopmaTa
Ha noakoBa (18, 19).

o
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20. Late Roman basilica at Oescus
KbcHopuMmcka 6asmanka B Oescus

21. Ruins of a Capitolean Trinity sanctuary at Oescus

PynHu Ha xpama Kanutoaumitckata Tpouua B Oescus
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Oescus became a colony sometime between
AD 106 and 112 and retained this stafus until AD
275. In Late Antiquity, it was an important centre,
big and populous enough to be the seat of a
bishopric. It was burnt down a number of times,
tfwice by the Goths (in 250 and then between 376
and 378) and by the Huns in 447. Ultimately, it was
destroyed by the Avars in 585.

In this case, the topography impacted upon
urban planning. Defense walls with inside rectan-
gular towers were built in the rule of Trajan or
somewhat later. The gate towers projected out-
ward insignificantly. After the first raid of the
Goths, a new set of walls of different construction
was added, enlarging the town area to 10 ha. In
the time of Constantine the Great the towers
were reconstructed on a new, horseshoe plan
(18, 19).

The fown forum or main square has been investi-
gated archaeologically. It took its orientation
from the cardinal directions and measured 200 m
North-South by 97.60 m. A Corinthian temple of
Jupiter (21), Juno and Minerva stood on the
northern side; it was erected in c. AD 125 and feo-
tured rich architectural ornamentation (22). A
Corinthian colonnade decorated with bull pro-
tomes ran on three sides of the forum. North of the
temple of the Capitoline triad there stood a basil-
ica, also marked by elaborate architectural dec-
oration (20). A temple of Fortuna inside a peristyle
courtyard was founded in AD 190, during the
reign of Commodus; it sftood in the southeastern
corner of the square.

22. Reconstruction of the Capitolean Trinity
sanctuary at Oescus

PekoHcTpykums Ha xpama Kanutoauiickata Tpoumua
B Oescus

OT BbIPELWHUTE MOCTPONKM HAM-pA06pe e
N3CAeABOH forum Ha rpaad. Ton e OpPUEHTUPAH
HQO ceBep — tor 1 e ¢ pasmepn 200 m x 97,60 m.
Heroeata ceBepHA YACT € 3aEMOAO CBETUAULLE
Ha KOnuTtep, 20 KOHOHA 1 MUHEPBA, KOETO € BUAO
MOCTPOEHO OKOAO 125 roAMHA, B KOPUHTCKM CTUA.
(21). 30 Hero ca XAPAKTEPHU AEKOPATUBHU
APXUTEKTYPHU ASTANAK (22).

Ot TpM CTpaOHM forum e OUA OrpapaeH OT
KOPUHTCKA KOAOHOAQ OKPACEHA C MPOTOMM HA
6ukoBe. Ha ceBep OT CBETUAMLLETO HA

KAMUTOAMMCKATA  TPUMAAQ €  PA3MNOAOXKEHA
TPUKOPABHA BA3UAMKA CbhLLO OTAMYOBALLA Ce C
M3NCKAHU ApXUTEKTYPHM AeTanAm (20). 190 roamnHa
— MO BPEMETO HA YMNPOBAEHWE HA Komopyc — B
CEBEPOMITOYHMS BIBA Ha forum e MOoCTPOEeHO
ceetmAanLLe Ha DOopPTYHA TOSILLA HO MEPUCTUAHUS
ABOD.

o

61



FRE_PL booklet final 5/25/08 9:37 AM Page 62 $

23. View on the Danube bend from the fort at Nikopol

Maraea Ha AyHae oT KpernocTta B Hukonoa

At Nikopol there probably existed a fort. The
ancient name is not known. It must have stood on
the high riverbank affording a fine view of the
Danube and the general vicinity (23, 24). Indis-
tinct remains of ancient walls were observed dur-
ing reconstruction work on the site of the Turkish
fort of Kaleto. They were seen at the very edge of
the escarpment overlooking the Danube. Roman
pottery of the 2nd century AD is scattered over
the surface in many parts of the site. An undoubt-
ed attraction of this little town is a funerary inscrip-
fion remade info a fountain in modern times (25,
26). Init, the despairing husband, who was a high
official of the imperial administration in Lower
Moesia in the times of Marcus Aurelius, dedicated
a poem to the memory of his wife Aelia, extoling
the virtues of the woman who had passed away
prematurely and grieving for her loss.

On the road from Nikopol to Svistov, once we

24. Part of the defensive system of the fort at Nikopol

®parmeHT oT oTbpaHuTeAHaTa cucTema B Hukomnoa
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25. Part of a marble sarcophagus with inscription, built into a present day fountain at Nikopol
CTpaHuyHaTa cTeHa Ha MpPaMOPEeH CbpKoar € MHCKPUMLMS B CbBpeMeHeH ¢poHTaH B Hukonoa

B TOBO MOAKO CeAmLLLE HOMMPALLO Ce Kpaii AyHOB,
BEPOSITHO MPE3 PUMCKO BPEME CbLLO € VMMOAO
castfrum. Ho He 3HaeM HeroBoTo QHTUYHO
HOMMEHOBAOHME. BepogtHO ce € HAMUPAOA HA
BMCOK CKAOH, OT KOWTO AHEC Ce pa3npoctmpd
MPEeAEeCTHa TAeAKA KbM AyHaB (23, 24). HeqacHu
OCTOHKM OT QHTUYHM 3MAOBE CA OTKPUTM MO
BPEMETO HO PEKOHCTPYKOPCKM PABOTU HA T.HAP.
Kane - kpenocT oT TypcKo BpeMme. [lo-paHHU
31AOBE C€E BMDKAAT HO CAMMSI CKAOH OT CTPAHATA
HA AyHAOB. HO MHOro Mecta Morar AQ Ce HamepsT
dpaArMeHTM oTr puMCKa Kepamuka ot Il B.
HecbMHEHO  aTpaKUMs  HA  rPaAYeTo e
npenpaseHaATa HO  QOHTAH  HOATPOBGHO
MHCKPUNUKS (25, 26) HO KOSITO OTYASIH CbMPYT,
BUCLL CAYXETEA HA OAPUHUCTRAUMATA  HA
mmMmnepwsita B AOAHA Musug, no BpemeTo Ha Mapi
ABpPEeAMI, € NPpeAaA GOMATA HA CTUX HO enuTad.
OngBa B HEro npeumyL,ecTsaTa HA CBOSTA
NEEeXAEBPEMEHHO 3ArMHAAQ XeHa Aelia wn
M3PA39BA CBOSITA CKPBO OT 3aryo6ara u.

26. Modern fountain with spolia at Nikopol

CbBpeMeHeH ¢poHTaH B Hukonoa c spolia
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make a turn for the Danube and the once
marshy plain of Belene, we find Belene, the
ancient Dimum mentioned by Ptolemy, which
was also marked on the Tabula Peutingeriana
and recorded in the Ifinerarium Antfonini.
Information on Dimum and Regio Dimensis is
modest to say the least. Imported objects are vir-
tually the sole evidence of a fort existing there
since the time of Vespasian. To believe the written
sources (CIL I, 12 399), it was also a road station
and customs post on the Danubian road: sfatio
Dimensis and publicum portorium lllirici utriusque
et rapie Thraciae. Another document from AD
100 recorded the canabae Dimensium. The fort
was garrisoned first by auxiliary units of the legio
VIl Augusta (first half of the 1st century AD) and
then the legio | Italica. In the 2nd and 3rd cen-
turies, the ala Solensium, later reformed as
cuneus equitum Solensium was stationed there.
The 13 km long island of Persin (ancient Peuka)
stretches opposite the fort. Alexander the Great is
alleged to have reached this point on the river
with his armies, but the later history of the site is
better researched. The fort of Late Antiquity was
rectangular in shape (27) with U-shaped towers in
the corners (28) and entrances on every side
defended by rectangular towers. A considerable
part of the ruins are under water today.

Two forts, possibly meant to protect Dimum, were
located on either side of the fown to the east and
west. Securisca and another fort stood at Hisar

FRE_PL booklet final 5/25/08 9:37 AM Page 64 $

27. Plan of the fort discovered at
Belene (Dimum)

[MAaH Ha castellum oTkpuT B BeaeHe
(Dimum)

100 m
I ——

MbTyBAVKM NO MbTa OT HuKonoA A0 CBuLLOB
30BVBOME HOASIBO KbM AYHOBA HO GeAeHCKaTta
POBHUHA, HSIKOrAWHW OAQTQ, WU CTUrame A0
BeaeHe - aHTMyeH Dimum. Ton e cnomeHar ot
[Tonemen, CbLLO e OTBens13aH Ha Tabula Peutin-
geriana, 3annucaH e B [tinerarium Antonini.

MHpopmaummre 3a Dimum mn Regio Dimensis ca
MHOFO CKPOMHU. 34 UCTOPUSITA M CTPOEXA HA
castellum He 3HaeM noYnTU HULWO. EAMHCTBEHO
OTKPUTUTE UMMOPTM COYAT, Ye TyK OT BPEMETO HA
BecnacmaH € MMano KpenocT 1 HAM-BEPOSITHO
FOOHWMYEH MYHKT M MBbTHA CTAHUMST HA KPAW-
AYHQBCKOTO wWoce. ToBA AOKA3BAT MUCMEHUTE
AOKYMEHTUN. Ha eaHa oT uHckpunummnte (CIL I, 12
399) HoOMMpame Geaexka 3a:  statio Dimensis
KOSITO € BUAQ LLeHTbP Ha publicum portorium Illiri-
ci utriusque et rapie Thraciae. B ppyr AOKYMeHT
obaye ot 100 r. e 3anmcaHo: canabae Dimensi-
um. Tyk ca GUAM PA3MNOAOXKEHW MOMOLLHM OTPSIAM
MbpBo HA VIII AeroH Ha ABTYCT — 1 MOAOBMHA HA
| B. - a caep 1oBa | Italica. A B Il n il B. ala Solen-
sium e npedopMUPAHA B cuneus equitum Solen-
sium. Cpelly Kpenoctta ce Hamupa 13
KUAOMETPOB OCTPOB [epcuH (aHTUYHA Peuka). Ao
TyK € CTUrHOA CbC CBOUTE BOMCKM AAEKCAHABP
MakeaoHCKN. [o-pA06pe No3-HABAME MNO-KbCHATA
NCTOPMUST HO TO3K OB6EeKT. KbCHOAQHTUYHA KPEMnOCT
e BrAa ¢ GOPMATA HA NPABOBIBAHUK (27), B YAUTO
BIAM CA MOCTPoeHN U-06pa3Hn Kyan (28).
BxoaoBeTe, MO eAVH OT BCSIKA €AHA CTPAHA HA
castellum, ca GUAM OXPAHSIBAHW OT MPABObLIBAHM
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28. Southwest bastion at the fort in Dimum

lOrosanaaHa Kyaa Ha castellum B Dimum

near the village of Biala Woda in the west, while 3
km east a fort stood in the locality of Gorno
Gradiste and another 2 km further on there was
the fort of Quintodimum.

Novae is the best explored legionary fortress in
Bulgaria, not the least because of the concerted
effort of Polish and Bulgarian archaeologists work-
ing on the site for many years. It is also a site where
a visitor has the opportunity to see many ancient
and often unique remains. Novae lies on the
Danube in northern Bulgaria in the vicinity of
modern-day Svistov. It was an important military,
and from the 4th century also, civil centre of the
Roman and Byzantine province of Lower Moesia
(29,30). In modern fimes, the ancient remains
have been referred to as Pametnicite, this
because of the monuments that were erected
near the ancient ruins to commemorate the ford-
ing of the river by the Russian army in 1877 during
the war with the Oftoman empire. The site is
located strategically on the southernmost reach
of the Danube, opposite the Romanian Plain, at
the junction with a road leading to Byzantium

KyAU. TOASIMO 4OCT OT AQrepa AHEC € 3AASITa OT
AyHOB.

OT 30N0AHATA U M3TOYHATA CTPAHA HA castellum
CQ CTOSIAU MO ABE YKPEMAEHUSI, KOUTO MOXe BU
ca oxXpaHsaBoAM Dimum. Ha 3anaa Kpawm ceao
BsiAa BOAG B PECTHOCTTA XMCAP CE € HOMUPOAQ
Securisca 1 6A13a A0 HES CAeABALLMS castellum.
ToU KMAOMETPA HA M3TOK € OTKPUTA KPEernocT B
[OpHO poAaMLLE, O ABA KMAOMETPA MO-HATATHK
KpenocT Quintodimum.

Novae, 6AaropapeHme HA MHOFOroAMLLHOTO
CBTPYAHUYECTBO HA MOACKM U BObAFAPCKU
QPXEeOAO3M € HAW-A0Bpe  M3CAeABAHATA
AETVIOHHA KpenocT B bbArapus. ToBa CbWO €
MSICTOTO, KbAETO MOTaT AQ CE BUAST HAN-MHOrO
M 4ECTO YHUKAAHU OCTAHKM.

Novae ce Hamumpa Kkpam AYHOB B CEBEPHA
BbArapms B OKOAHOCTTA HA AHELIHUS Tpaa
CBuULLOB. [pe3 PUMCKO 1 BU3AHTUMCKO BpeEME ToM
€ BUA BODKEH LIEHTBP HA MPOBUHLIMS AOAHO MU3Ks
— MbPBO BOEHEH, a OT IVB. 1 UMBUAEH (28). AHec
TepeHa Ha HgkoraweH Novae e HapeyeH
MameTHUUmMTE, KOUTO CA MOCTABEHM B OGAM3OACT AO

o
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29. The fortress of the st Italic legion at Novae

MAaH Ha Aarep Ha | MTaanitcku Aernon B Novae
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30. The town of Novae in the 3rd and 4th centuries AD
[AaH Ha rpaa Novae B lll u IV B.H.e.

and a route across the Balkans info Thrace. The
origins of the name are unclear; it may have
been a Latinized form derived from the Thracian
name for a local river, Noes, flowing east of the
fort.

Until the middle of the 1st century AD, the fortifi-
cation was manned by the legio Vil Augusta
which had been transferred to Moesia from Pan-
nonia after the ultimate victory in the war against
the Brits in AD 45. When it was transferred to Gaul,
its place in Novae was taken by the legio I Italica,
presumably in AD 69. According to Suetonius, this
legion had been formed of Italian citizens and
was infended by Nero as the core of his expedi-
tionary forces to the Caspian Gates and on to
India: The emperor *... also planned an expedi-
fion fo the Caspiae portae. He even enlisted a
new legion from among the Italians: all recruits
being six feet tall (1.78 m). He called this legion
the phalanx of Alexander the Great ...”

The fort was initially an earth and timber con-
struction and presumably until the end of the 1st
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QHTUYHUTE PYWMHKM B MAMET HA MPEXOAQ pycCKute
BOMCKWM B 1877 T., MO BPEME HA PYCKO-TYPCKATA
BOWHA. PA3noAoXeHneTto Ha Novae HA MSICTOTO,
KbAETO AYHOB MMA HOW-KOXKHATA CU TOYKA, CRELLY
PYMBHCKOTO POBHVHA, HA KPBbCTOBULLETO HA
KPOWAYHOBCKMS MbT BOAELL, A0 BM3aHTMS 1 Mt
NMPEMUHABALL, MpPe3 BGAAKOHCKUST MPOX0A AO
TpaKuMs, MOAYEPTABA HETOBOTO BOEHHO 3HAYEHME.
He e ¢ceH reHesnca HA HAVMMEHOBAHMETO HA
Novae. BepostTHO TO € AQTUHCKATa dopMa HaA
TPOKMNCKOTO MMe HA peka Noes, MMHABALLA Ha
M3TOK OT KPEMnoCTTa.

Novae nbpBO € BUA, OT CpeAdTa Ha | B., KpenocT
HA VIl OBryCTOBCKM AETUOH, MPEHeCeH OT [aHOHMS
AO Mu3umst CAEp, 30BBbPLUBAHETO HO KAMMAHMUSITA B
bputanmng B 45 1. Korato VIII AervoH e npeHeceH
AO [OAMS1, HEroBOTO MSICTO B Novae, BEPOSITHO B
69 1., 30eMa | UTAAUNCKU AETUOH. To e BUA
OCHOBQOH, KAKTO MHOOpMUPA CBETOHUI, OT HEPOH
OT XUTEAM HA UTOAMSI N e TPSIGBOAO AQ Obae
OCHOBATA HA PYMCKATO CUAQ MNPU MOXOAQ AO
Kacnmnckmte nopTtn 1 No-HATATBK A0 VHAMSI.

o
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31. Fragment of the Tabula Peutingeriana with Novae
®parmeHT oT Tabula Peutingeriana c o3HaveH Novae

century the only buildings to be constructed of
stone were the principia and a large thermae
legionis lying west of the via praetoria, at the
crossing with the via sagularis. Major rebuilding,
during which the fortifications were made entire-
ly of stone, occurred in the reign of Nerva or Tra-
jan. The defenses effectively encircled an area
365 by 490 m (18 ha). Novae is mentioned in 17
ancient sources from Claudius Ptolemy (100-178)
through the Nofitia Dignitatum (4th/5th century)
and the Notitia Episcopatuum (9th/10th century).
It is likely that it was represented on Trajan’s Col-
umn commemorating the emperor’'s military
superiority over the Dacians. We also find an
image of it on the oldest known map of the
Roman empire, the so-called Tabula Peutingeri-
ana (3MD. In AD 250, Novae was attacked by
Kniva’s Goths. Rebuilt after the raid, the fown

Vimnepartop:®...e NAQHMPAOA CbLO MOX0A AO
Caspice portae. Beye € CbOPOA HOB AEMMOH,
M3MEXAY UTOAUALUTE: BCUYKM HOBOOPAHLM
BMCOKM WecCT CTbrnkn (1,78 m.). To3n AermoH e
HOPEKbA GAAQHTA HO AAEKCOHABP Beaniu...”

[MbPBOHAYOAHO — BEPOSITHO A0 Kpast HAO | B. —
KPENOCTTA € BUAC MOCTPOEHA OT ABPBO U MPBLCT.
EAVMHCTBEHUTE KAMEHHM MOCTPOMKM CA BUAM prin-
Cipia v CbC 3HAUUTEAHW pa3Mepn thermae legio-
nis — HAMMPALLWM € OT3ANAAHATA CTPAHA HA  Via
praetoria Npy HEMHOTO KPBCTOBULLE C ViQ SQgu-
Iaris. T1o BpemeTo Ha HepBa nAM TpasH, KpenocTTa
€ NPenocTPOEHA CMEHSINKN AbPBEHO-MPBCTHUTE
KOHCTPYKUMM C KOMEHHU. CbC 3ALUTHN CTEHU €
OrpaAEH TepeH Cc pasmepn 365 Ha 490 m, B
PE3YATAT HO KOETO AQrepa € 30eMAA MOBbPXHOCT
ot 18 xekrapa. Novae e cnoMeHaT B 17 QHTUYHUK
TekcTa Ha Kaasamm MNronemen (okono 100-178 r.)
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became an important settlement and centre of
glass production. A new wave of raiding Goths in
AD 376-378 put an end to its relative prosperity. In
441, it was raided yet again, this time by the Huns.
Inscriptions found in the principia confirm that
from this point in fime it lost all military importance.
In the 480s, during the reign of the Byzantine
Emperor Zeno, it acted as a temporary residence
of the Ostrogoth Theodoric, later ruler of the king
of Italy. A semblance of prosperity returned to
Novae in the reign of Justinian (627-565). During
its long history Novae hosted some of Rome’s best
known emperors: Trajan (98-117), whose visit is
confirmed by three lead seals with the inscription
Imp(eratoris) Tr(aiani), Hadrian (117-138), Cara-
calla (198-217). The Emperor Maximinus Thrax
(235-238) may have been born at Novae.

The modern history of the site started with the
publication of *Description du Danube’, in which
Luigi Fernando Marrsigli recorded his voyage as
diplomatic envoy in 1691. Novae is frequently
mentioned in various geographical reports based
on travels in the Ottoman empire. Another impor-
tant record was K.V. Skorpil’s publication of 1905,
containing a plan of the ruins.

Archaeological research in Novae beganin 1960.
The site was selected jointly by Prof K. Majewski. of
Warsaw University and D. Dimitrov of the Institute
of Archaeology of the Bulgarion Academy of
Sciences. Bulgarian-Polish archaeological works
are sfill being carried out in five areas: the army
hospital and Flavian baths (P. Dyczek — Warsaw),
houses of the tribunes (E. Genceva - Sofia), baths
from the times of Trajan, basilica and episcopal
residence (A. Biernacki - Poznan), army head-
quarters (T. Sarnowski — Warsaw), villa extra muros
(P. Vladkowa - Veliko Téarnovo). Many years of
concerted digging effort by the various feams
have brought to light the fortifications, towers, sys-
tem of moats, elements of wooden fort architec-
ture, main gates and sections of streets leading to
these gates, legionary and civil baths, building of
the command headquarters, unique army hospi-
tal, fragmentary legionary barracks, sections of
the water distribution system. Originating from a
later period are several churches, villas, crafts
workshops and private houses.

Novae lies 4 km to the east of the modern town of

ot Nofitia Dignitatum (IV/V B.) oo Nofitia Episco-
patuum (IX/X B.). BEpOsITHO € BUA NPEeACTABEH HO
TPOSIHOBATAO KOAOHQ, Bb3MSBALWLGA BOEHHOTO
HOAMOLLME HA TO3M UMMNEepPATop Haa Adkute.
HomMmupame ro CbLlo HO HOW-CTOPATA 3ana3eHa
KApPTA HA PumcKkata muMmnepwust; T. Hap. Tabula
Peutingeriana (31). B 250 r. Novae ca 300TaKyBOAMK
npeaABoOXAaHUTE OT KHumBA, fotn. CAep TSIXHOTO
oTcTbnAeHMe Novae e NOCTPOeH OTHOBO WM CTOBA
BADKHO CEAULHO CpeAUlle U LEHTbp Ha
CTbKAQPCKOTO MPOM3BOACTBO. [lepnoad Ha
pPeAaTMBEH mpocneputet cebpllBd 3a Novae
30€AHO C HOXAYBOHETO HA [oTUTe HAO BaAkaHuTte
B roamnHute 376-378 H.e. B 144 ropmHa H.e. Novae
MPEXMBSIBA CAEABALLATA MHBA3MSI, HO TO3M MbT HA
XyHute. OT TOroBA, KOETO AOKA3BAT MHCKPUMALMM
HOMEpEHM B principia, Npectasad AQ urpae
BCSIKOKBQO BOMICKOBA POASI. [Mpes 80-1e roarHn Ha
V B.H.€. MO BPEMETO HA YMPOBAEHME HA 3EHOH,
CAep aTaKATa Ha OCTporotute, TexHus npe-
ABOAUTEA TeOAOPUK, O MOCAE KPAA HA fotnte B
Mtaamsi, o6sesiBa Novae 3a KpATKO 3a CTOAULA HO
cBosITa UMNepus. CAEABALLIMSI NIEPUOA HO PA3LBET
Ha Novae e no BpemMe HA BAACTBAHE HA KOCTUHNGH
(5627-565 rH.e.). [No Bpeme Ha CBOSTA AbAFQ
mncropus Novae e GUA noceuwaBaH OT HAW-
M3BECTHUTE PUMCKM UMnepaTopu: ToagH (98-117
rH.€.), KOEeTO NOTBbPXXACQBAT TPU OAOBHU MAOMOU
Cc Haanuc Imp(eratoris) Tr(aiani), XaApPWaAH
(117-138 r.H.e.), Kapakana (198-217 r.H.e.). Moxe
61 TOM ce e PoAUA nMneparop MakcrmmH Tpak
(235-238).

Hosatra wuctopuss Ha Novoe 3anoyBa  OT
M3ACBAHETO OT Aynaku QepHAHAO MapCcrAn Ha
OMUC HA CBOETO AMMNAOMATMYECKO MbTyBAHE,
M3BbpLEeHO B 1691 roamHa - ‘Description du
Danube’. Novae ce nosssBa CbLLO U B MHOIO
reorpadCkm ONMCaHUS, Cb3ACAEHM HO OCHOBATA
Ha nbTewecTtsns No OTOMOHCKATA MMNepwust.
BadkeH M3TOYHMK € CbLLO NyBAMKALMS U3AQAEHA
B 1905 roamHa ot K.B.LLIKOpnnAQ, B KOSITO MMA NAQH
HO PYVHUTE HO rPaAQ.

ApXxeoAornyecknte M3CcAeABaAHMs1 B Novae ca
3anoYHaTM B 1960 roamHa. N36opa Ha obekTa ca
HanpasuAK Npod. K. Mamnesckn ot BapLIOBCKMS
yHuBepcuter n A. AUMUTPOB OT VIHCTUTYT MO
apxeoAormsl KbM bbArapckara Akapemust HaA
Haykute. BbArapo-noACKUTE APXEOAOrMYECKMN

o
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Svistov which is easily reached from Sofia. It is just
about 60 km west of the border crossing at Ruse.
Turning off for Svistov in Biala, the visitor will find
himself motoring straight across the site, but it is
best to commence a visit to the ruins from the
Tourist Centre by the western fortress gate, situat-
ed on top of the ruins of a Roman villa which was
once exfra muros. Paths lead from the centre to
all the major archaeological features. First, there
is the reconstructed western gate with its three
arches, rebuilt from the original single passage
that existed in the end of the 1st and beginning of
the 2nd century. There were two rectangular fow-
ers flanking it, both furnished with steps leading to
the top of the defense walls. At the close of the
3rd and in the beginning of the 4th century, the
gate was rebuilt to provide two passages. The
towers were projected further in front of the line of
defenses in the times of Anastasius. They are pre-
sumed to have been higher than the other tow-
ers, reaching 18-20 m in height. Upon entering
through the western gate, visitors can follow a
path to a small wooden bridge from where there
is a nice panorama of the site. To the south of it
there lie the ruins of the scamnum tribunorum and
some late public architecture, including a stretch
of street with a portico, a small bath house and a
medieval church. On the other side, there is a
grand panorama stretching over the Danube,
the fully explored army hospital and a Late
Roman villa designated as the Building of the
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PA3KOMKM MPOABAKAT AC CE MPOBEXAQT HA MeT
o6eKTa: TepeHa HA BOWMCKOBATA OOAHMLA W
daasumckara 6ang (M. Amyek - Bapuwasa),
TEPEHA HA XUAULLATA HA TpuByHUTE (E.[eH4yeBa —
Coodwust), 6aHs OT BpemMeTo Ha TpasiH, 6A3NANKA U
enncKkoncka pesmapeHuust (A. brepHaukm -
Mo3HAH), BOMCKOBO KOMEHAQHTCTBO (T. COpPHOBCKM
- Bapwaosa), villa extra muros (. BAaakosa —
BeAnko TbpHOBO).

B pe3yATaT HO MHOrOroAMLLIHATA PABOTA HA TO3M
eKUn CA OTKPUTU: KPEMOCTHU CTEHU, KYAU,
CUCTEMA OT POBOBE, EAEMEHTU OT AbPBEH CTPOEX
HQO KPEenOCTTA, IACOBHM BXOAOBE U BOAELLM KbM TSIX
YAULM, AETMOHHU N LUMBUAHK OQHW, AETVMIOHHO
KOMEHAQHTCTBO, YHUKAAHO BOMCKOBO OOAHMLQ,
PPArMEeHTU OT AErMoHHM BGAPAKK, MO3HATA €
BOAOMPOBOAHATA cucTEMA. OT NO-KbCEH MEPUOA
CO MHOXECTBO XPAMOBE, BUAW, 3QHOSITYUNCKM
PABOTUAHULNA U SKUAULLHA NOCTPOMKMN.

Novae ce HaOMUPA HA 4 KM. HO M3TOK OT AHELLHWS
roaa CBULWOB, AO KOWTO AECHO Ce CTUra ot
Codwuisl. Pa3noAoXxeH € CbLo HO OKOAO 60 KM. HO
30MaA OT MPAHWYHUS MYHKT B Pyce. TobBAWKK OT
roaa bsina B nocoka CBULLOB MPeAn MTOAAC AECHO
BVDKAOME PYVHM, 3ALLOTO AHELLHUS MbT Npecuya
TEePEeHda HA pPAa3KonKkuTe. PasraexxaAaHeTo Ha
Novaoe e Ham-pobpe AQ Cce 3arnoyHe ot
TypuctMyeckaTa 6030 — CbBPEMEHHA CrpaAd
HOMUPALLA Ce KPAW 3AMOAHWS  BXOA HA
KPEMOCTTA BbPXY PYVHUTE HA PUMCKA BUAC (T.HAP.
villa extra muros). Tpbreawmte o1 6A3ATA MbTEKM

32. East wing of the legionary hospital (valetudinarium)
at Novae

DparMeHT OT U3TOYHOTO KPUAO Ha BOAHMLIATA Ha
AerunoHa (valetudinarium) 8 Novae

33. Painted stucco from the decoration of the Flavian
legionary bath at Novae

DparMeHT OT pMCyBaHa Ma3MAKa MPOU3XOMKAALLA OT
AekopaumsTa Ha ¢pAaBUiCcKaTa AermoHHa 6aHs B Novae
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34. The legionary hospital ( valetudinari-
um) at Novae — Ist - 3rd century

MAaH Ha pumcka 6oanuua (valetudinari-
um) B Novae — | — |l B.H.e.

Porticoes (32).

The Flavian legionary baths stood at the corner of
the via sagularis and via praetoria on the west
side of the latter (34). Their current size is 80 by 80
m; therefore, they must have taken up the entire
area of the scamnum. They must have been built
to accommodate the newly arrived legio | Italica,
that is, around AD 69. The main bathing cham-
bers included the changing room and rooms
containing cold and hot water basins, serviced
by three brick-vaulted praefurni and a sound
hypocaust system. The floors were made of
ceramic files and small bricks in what is called
opus spicatum technique, alternating with strips
of mosaic. Walls were plastered and painted with
ornamental motifs (33). Marble statuary decorat-
ed the chambers as well, one such find being a
life-size figure of a nymph which is likely to have
been part of a group framing a monumental
water fountain .

Preparations for the war with the Dacians pre-
sumably in the very end of the 1st century AD
brought entirely new investment in the form of an
army hospital, one of the biggest known valetudi-
naria from the Roman period (35). The building
was erected in place of the dismantled baths. It
remained in operation until the first half of the 3rd
century, when it was purposefully abandoned.
The plan of the building is surprisingly simple but
functional. It measured 81.90 x 72.90 m on the

H BOASIT AO TAOBHUTE APXEOAOTMHECKM ATPOAKLMN,
MbpBO MPEMWHOBAME MPE3 YACTUYHO PEKOH-
CTPYMPAHNST TPUKPWUAEH 3AMaAeH Bxoa. Ha
npeAoMa Ha | 1 Il B.H.e. TOM € BUA € AHOKPUAHA
MoCcTpoOMKA. Bxoaa € 6uA GAQHKMPAH OT ABE
YETUPUBIBAHU KYAW, B KOUTO € KMMOAAO CTbAGU
BOAELLM KbM KOPOHATO HA 3ALLMUTHUTE CTEHU. Ha
npeanoma Ha Il u IV B.H.e. BXOAQ € OUA
PEMOHTUPAH N € NOCTPOEHO OLLE EAHO KPUAO.
Mo BpemeTo HA YNpOaBAEHWE HA AHOACTOCUA e
CMEHEHA CbLLO GOPMATA HO KYAUTE YABAKOBANKN
M HOBBH OT 3ALLMUTHUTE CTEHU. TOBA AOMBAHEHNE
BEPOSITHO € BUAO MO-BUCOKO OT OCTAOHAAUTE KYAU
N e AOCTUFaA Ha Buco4dmHa 18-20 m. Chaep
30MAAHUST BXOA, MBTEKATA HWM BOAM HA MOABK
ABPBEH MOCT, KOMTO € €AHOBPEMEHHO HOBAIO-
AateaeH noct. OT HeroBaTa HOXHA CTPAOHA ce
HOMWPAT PYUHUTE HA scamnum fribunorum v
KbCHOQHTUYHO MOCTPOMKA C YAULIQ, MO ABAKU-
HOTA HO KOSITO MMAO MOPTUK, C MOAKU OAHU U
PYUHM HO CPEAHOBEKOBHA LIbPKBA. OT CEBEPHATA
CTPOHAO MMAO MNPEeKPACEH M3IAep KbM AyHOB,
LUSIAOCTHO  OTKPUTA  BOEHHA  OOAHMLA U
KbCHOPUMCKA BUAQ THAP. Crpaad ¢ NopTuK (32).
DACBUNCKUTE AETMOHHW OGAHUM CA  30eMAAU
TepeHa HaOMUPALL, Ce HA KPbCTOBULLETO HA Vidl
sagularis 1 via praetoria OT HEMHATA 3ANOAHA
cTpaHa (34). AHec oTkputute pasmepn ca 80 x
80 M, CAEAOBATEAHO TE CA 30EMOAN LLeAUs TEPEH
HO scamnum. baHaTa e BUAQ MOCPOEHA CAEA

o
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outside and contfained a large inner courtyard
lined with shaded porficoes (42.23 x 32.60 m).
Each wing running around this courtyard consist-
ed of a circuit corridor down the centre and two
series of rooms on either side. The roof was conse-
quently basilican in construction, the centre part
above the corridor being raised above the level
of the rooms and furnished with big clerestory
windows in order to light up the inferior in day-
fime. Skylights existed in the corner rooms. The
main enfrance to the valefudinarium was from
the via praetoria which was 6 m wide at this point.

35. The architecture of the legionary hospital
(valetudinarium) at Novae, digital reconstruction
KoMnioTbpHa peKOHCTPYKLIMS Ha crpaaaTta Ha puMMcKa
60AHMLA (valetudinarium) B Novae

36. The latrine of the legionary hospital (valetudinarium)
at Novae, digital reconstruction

KomnioTbpHa peKOHCTPYKLMS Ha AaTpMHaTa paskpuTa B
(valetudinarium) 8 Novae
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MPUCTUFAHETO HA | UTOAMNCKU AeroH AC Novae
— OKOAO 69 TH.e. OTKPUTK CA HEMHUTE TAQBHMU
MOMELLEHNST — CbOAEKAAHST U MNOMELEeHUs C
6acenHN C TONAQ U CTYAEHA BOAQ, A CbLLO U TPU
praefurnia ¢ TyxaneHn cBopoBe (33) U COAMAHA
XMMOKAYCTOBA CKUCTEMA. [lopOBETE HO MOMeE-
LLEHMSTA CA N3PABOTEHN OT KEPAMUYHM NAOHUM U
MOAKM TYXAUYKWN — Opus Sspicatum wn vBa C
MO3aeyHa paekopaums. CTeHUTe Ca OKPACSIBOAM
LLYKATYPA M CTEHHU PUCYHKM (35). MoxkeM Ad
CbAMM, 4€ B MMHAAOTO CA 1 KDACUAM 1 CKYATYPU.
HamepeHa e epHa oT Tax. Ta e C HATYPAAHMU
pa3Mepy MPAMOPHA CTaTysl HO HuMda, KOSTO
HOM-BEPOSITHO MPOU3XOXKACD OT MOHYMEHTAAEH
BOAEH M3BOP.

BeposITHO 3aMOYBAHETO HA MPUFOTOBAEHMSITA 34
BOWMHATA C AQKUTE € MPUYMHATA, Ye BAHATa e
paspyweHa B kpas Ha | B. (TpasiH). HO HenHo
MSICTO € MOCTPOEHA HOBA CrpaAd — BOMCKOBA
BOAHMLA. TSl HOW-BEPOSITHO € BUAQ N3OCTOBEHA B
HOYAAOTO HA 1 MoAoBMHA Ha llIB.H.e. [MpocTus
MAGH Ha valetfudinarium yaMBASIBA CbC CBOSITA
OYHKLUMOHAAHOCT. HeraBute BbTPELLHN pasMepm
ca 81,90 x 72,90 m. OKOAO roAemMusl ABOP C
nopTUK (42,23 x 32,60 M.) CO PA3NOAOXKEHN ABA
peAd TMOMELLEHNST PA3AEAEHN C  OKPBXEH
KOpMAOP. TAKbB MACH € OMPEAEASIA KOHC-
TOYKUMSITA HO  MOKPKWBA, KOWTO HApUYame
©A31ANKOB. 30 AQ CE OCBETN KOPUAOPA HETOBUTE
CTEHM CA OUAM MOBAWMHATM HAA HMBOTO HA
MOKPUBA 3AKPUBALL, CTRAHUYHUTE MOMELLLEHMSI.
Hoa Hero e noctaBeH pea roaeMm nposopup. B
BIAOBUTE MOMELLEHMST HO MOKPMBA CA MOCTOBEHN
npo3opyeTa. TAOBHUSI BXOA HA valetfudinarium e
PA3MOAOXKEH OT LWMPOKATA CTPAHA, C ABAXKMHA
6 M. via praetoria. Mo ABAKMHATA U € UMOAO
LUMPOK BbHLUEH MNOPTUK. MOHYMEHTOAEH, YKPOCEH
C BWCOKM TMOAYKOAOHM BXOA CA 3ATBAPSIAU
ABYKPUAHU ABPBEHM MOPTU, YKPENeHU CbC
YKEASI3HN TBO3AEN. Te ca ce OTBAPSIAM B MOCOKA
HO WKPOoK (6,20 M.) KoprAoP. MNpe3 rAaBHUTE BPATA
ce e MWHOBAAO KbM ABopa (37). B nosedyeto
CAYyHAM OOAHMYHUTE MOMELLEHMST Cca  pas-
MOAOXEHU B XAPAKTEPUCTUYHU TPOWKU. ABe
FTOAEMU MOMELLEHMST CA PA3AEAEHN OT MOAKO
QHTpE, B KOETO Ce BAe3d OT Kopuaopa. U
AOKOAKOTO QHTPETATA CA BUAM TbMHU, AOTOAKOBA
B CTOMTE 30 BOAHM € MMAAO MO ABA FOAEMU
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37. The chapel (sacellum) of healing gods on the courtyard of the legionary hospital
(valetudinarium) at Novae

KoMmnioTbpHa peKOHCTPYKLMSA Ha cBeTuAMLLLe (sacellum) Ha AekyBalu 6oroBe OTKpUT B ABOPa Ha
BoMcKoBaTa 60AHMUA (valetudinarium) B Novae

Lining the facade on this street was a wide outer
portico. The main entrance was a monumental
doorway flanked by engaged columns, closed
with an iron-studded double-winged wooden
door. The door opened info a corridor 520 m
wide and gave straight info a courtyard (37). The
hospital rooms were arranged in characteristic
threes: two big rooms joined by an anteroom
leading from the corridor. The vestibules were
dark but the rooms had two big windows each.
Window bays, at least 1 m wide, can still be seen
in one of the rooms. The inner walls were plastered
and painted red. The floors were made of layers
of fine sand. The vestibules had furniture in the
form of shelves for storing whatever was needed:
plates, bowls, jugs, mortaria, lamps, glass vessels
and amphora. Also caskets containing medicine,
surgical instruments and cosmetic utensils. Can-
delabras and vessels stood inside the rooms. Each
room could hold from four to six patients, which
puts the total capacity of the hospital at about
300 legionaries. Some rooms were used as maga-
zines of amphorae and tableware. There is also a
latrine (36). The latrine channels contained many
broken or unnecessary objects that had been

nposopeua ¢ wupodmHa 1 M. B eapHo o7
OOAHNYHUTE MOMELLEHUST AO AHEC HUWKNTE Ce
BVDKAQT. BbTpelwHute cteHn Ha GOoAHMLATa Cca
OVAM MBMA3OHUM C MA3UAKO U OOSIANCAHW C
yepBeHa 60¢. [lopoBeTe CaA M3PABOTEHM OT
cnoeBe ppebeH Mgcbk. B aHTpeTtara Hskora e
VMOAO pPAPTOBE 30 HEOOXOAUMU MPEeAMeETU:
YMHWW, KYMW, KOHW, MOPTAPUK, AQMMN, CTBKAEHU
CbAOBE VM AMPOPU. TAM € MMOAO CbLLO YKPACEHM
C ANAMKALMK OT BPOH3 KACETKM 30 AEKAPCTBA U
MEANUMHCKN UHCTPYMEHTU U1 Ko3meTtuka. OT
OHTPETATA € KVMAOAO BXOA KbM TOAEMUTE
NOMeLLEHUST — CTauTe 30 BOAHU. BbB BCSIKO epHA
OT TSIX € UMOAO HOMBEPOSITHO MO 4-6 BOAHU, UMAAO
e KOHAEAABpU n cbpoBe. OBLWO B BOAHMLATA,
€AHOBPEMEHHO € NMMAAO OKOAO 300 AErMOHUCTA.
B OOAHWMYHUTE MOMELEHNS € UMOAO CblO
CKAOAOBE 30 KEPAMUKA U ambopun. VIMa CbLo
AQTPUHA (36). B KOQHOAUTE HOMEPUXME MHOTO
nPeAMEeT, KOUTO BEYE HEHYXXHU HA CBOUTE
COOBCTBEHNLM, CA BUAU U3XBBPASIHM TOM KATO
BOKAYK.

Bonckosara 6oAHMLAO OT Novae € YHUKOAHO
oTKkpUTHE. OPAAN HIKOAKO MPUYMHU. Ta e eAHa
OT HAW-PAHHUTE BOAHULM MOCTPOEHMN OT KOMbBK,
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38. Marble head of Asclepios discovered in the
valetudinarium at Novae

MpamopHa raaBa Ha Ackaenuit oTKpuTa B valetudinarium
8 Novae

thrown away as rubbish by their owners.

The army hospital was a unique discovery, mainly
because it is one of the earliest stone hospitals
and one of the biggest — almost 6000 m? in area.
It is also among the best preserved buildings of its
kind from the territory of the Roman empire. A
small temple to Asclepius stood in the center of
the courtyard (38). The chapel, measuring 2.46 x
2.60 m, was raised on a low podium with steps
leading up to the interior of the sacellum (37). A
low wooden screen between the two columns in
the front portico guarded the entrance. Altars,
statue bases and votive slabs to other deities,
such as Juno and the Capitoline Triad, were
erected in the unpaved courtyard around the
temple. A passage paved with roof tiles ran from
the entrance to the temple, facilitating commu-
nication and emphasizing the east-west axis of
the architectural complex.

After the raid of the Goths Novae was gradually
tfurned into a civil fown. One of the new complex-
es was the 'Building of the Porticoes’, a Late
Roman villa that was founded in the 3rd century
AD and functioned until the 6th century. It occu-
pied the southwestern part of the old valetudi-
narium. The building comprised several rooms of
both habitational and domestic character
planned around two courtyards with porticoes.
There was also a bath with hypocaust system and
basins, and a well-head. A glass workshop and a
big horreum were also part of this villa.

39. Marble head of Emperor Caracalla discovered at
the headquarters (principia) at Novae

MpamopHa raaea Ha nmnepatop KapakaA oTkpuTa BbB
BOWCKOBOTO KOMEHAQHTCTBO (principia) B Novae

MOUHOAAEXWM KbM HAN-TOAEMUTE - 3aeMd
Teputopwus ot nount 6000 M2, Tpean BCUYKO Ts1 €
HAM-A06PE 3aMa3eHATa AHEC NMOCTPOMKA OT TO3M
T™MN, KOYTO 3HOEM Ha TepeHa Ha Pumckara
ymMmnepust. B LEHTbPA HO ABOPA € MMAAO MAAKO
cBetuanLe Ha Ackaenunm (38). HOBAM30 A0 Hero
CA OTKPUTU MHOXECTBO OATAPU 1 6a3U. INapakAnc
C pasvepu 2,46 x 2,60 M. € CTOSIA HO BUCOK podi-
um. Kbm Hero e BopoeAo CTbAbULLE. EANMHCTBEHO
AbPBEHO OAPUEPKA € OTAEAIAQ ABYKOAOHHMS
MOPTUK OT BBIPELUHOCTTA HA sacellum (37). Ha
HEHACTAQHWST ABOP € MMOAO CblLLO OATAPU WU
BOTMBHW MAOYM MOCBETEHN HO APYTV BOXECTBA HA
npumep Ha KOHOH KA KanntoackaTta tpouvua. Ot
BXOAQ KbM ABOPQA € MMOAO MOKPUTA C TyXAMU
WMPOKA KMBA, CANOMAralLd KOMYHUKALMGTA W©
otbenqa3Bala ocTtta WM3tok-3anaa 3a LSIAOTO
QPXUTEKTYPHO MOCTOBSHE.

Caep rotckoTo HanaaeHneTo Novae NoCTeneHHO
CTABA LIMBUAEH IPAA. [TOCTPOEHM CQ HOBM CTPAAN.
EaHa o1 1ax e Crpoaara C nopTukute -
KbCHOOHTUYHO BWAHO CTPOWTEACTBO, HAW-
BEPOSITHO € NOoCTpOoeHOo B Il B.H.e. 1 GyHLMOHMPA
A0 VI B.H.e. Ta 30emMa Oro3anaaHATA YOCT HA
ouswung valetudinarium. OCHOBHOTA 4YACT HA
MACHO € ABOP C ABA MOPTUKA, OKOAO KOWTO CA
rPYNMPAHU YXUAULLHM U CTOMOHCKU MOMELLEHMSI.
SIcCHO ce OTKpOosIBA pUMCKATA 6aHsg C
XMMOKAYCTOBA CUCTEMA W BACENHUTE 30 KbMAHE.
BmKaQ ce Ccblo 1 OBAMLOBAH KAOAEHEL, KbMm
BVAHMSI KOMMAEKC € MNPUHOAAEXOAO CbLLO
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From the hospital the tourist path leads in the
direction of the principia, that is, the headquar-
ters building. The building stood in an exposed
place in the centre of the fort. It was a big edifice
(69.5 x 106 m) incorporating a monumental gate,
courtyard, transversal hall and back row of club
and administration rooms which included a tem-
ple of the standards. The headquarters in Novae
was erected during the reign of the Flavian
dynasty (69-96), but the basilica was built in the
fimes of Trajan (98-117). In the beginning of the
3rd century, the hypocaust system was recon-
structed, in chamber Bw among others. The monu-
mental tripartite entrance led to a spacious
square surrounded on three sides by colonnaded
arcades. The facade of the basilica formed the
fourth side; it featured a row of arcades and an
inner gate in line with the main axis of the com-
plex. The basilica was planned as a two-aisled
structure, but was finally erected as a hall almost
18 m wide. The row of rooms behind the basilica
shared a monumental facade decorated with
engaged columnsin the Tuscan style. A stone rail-
ing fenced in the area in front of the chapel,
which was filled with pedestals for altars and stat-
ue bases. The small chambers Fw and Fz con-
nected with the temple of the Standards served
as treasuries. The remaining rooms were used pre-
sumably as offices and archives. The interior fur-
nishing of the temple of Standards merits special
attention. The floor was paved with large slabs
and at the back there was probably a wooden
platform for mounting the legion’s standards.
Altars and images of deities and emperors
(including a marble head of Caracalla) were
found inside the temple (39). Hundreds of broken
or cut pieces of bronze were scattered all over
the floor in the treasuries and adjoining cham-
bers; these were fragments of military standards,
cylindrical hinges used for mounting them, ex-
vota, mirrors, letters cut from sheet metal, frag-
ments of fingers, robes and parts of an equestrian
statue.

Novae’s main basilica measured 46.26 by 24.30 m
(40). It was built in the late 5th century to the west
of the former principia. A spacious courtyard
extended in front (frapezoid in plan, measuring

CTBKAQPCKA PABOTUAHNLLA U TOASIM XOpeyM. CAeA
BOAHULLATA O3HAYEHUSI APXEOAOTUHECKN MBT HU
BOAM KbM prinCipia — BOMCKOBOTO KOMEHACQHTCTBO.
Crpaadta Ha Waba e 3aeMaAd eKCROHMPAHO
MSICTO B LIEHTBPA. Ta3u roAama crpaad (59,5 x 106 m)
€ VMMOAQ BEAMYECTBEH BXOA, ABOP, HAMPEYHO
30A0 U 30AEH pep KAYOHO-OAMUHUCTOATUBHM
MOMELLEHNST C MNAPAKAUC HA 3HAMEHATA.
KomeHAaHTCTBOTO B Novae € BUAO NOCTPOEHO MO
BPEMETO HA YMPABAEHME HA GAABUMCKATA
AMHACTUS (69-96 rH.e.), a BA3NANKATA BEPOSITHO
€ NOCTPOEHA YAK NpW YNPABAEHNETO HA TpasH
(98-117 r. n.e.). B HayanoTto Ha lll B. € HanpaBeH
PEMOHT MPUOABSINKM M.AP. B MOMeELleHne Bw
XMMNOKAYCTOBA CUCTEMA. B MOHYMEHTOAHMS BXOA
TP MACOXKA CA BOAEAM KbM OBLUMPEH NAOLLOA,
OfPCAEH OT TPW CTPOHU KOAOHOBM HOBECH.
YeTBbpTATA € 3ATBAPSIHO OT GACOAQTA HA
OA3NAMKATA C peA APKAAM U PA3MOAOKEHA HA
OCTO HO KOMMAEKCO  BbTpELWHA nopTa.
Ba3nAMKATA, B MbPBOHAYAAHKS MAQH ABYKOPOBGHA
MOCTPOWKA, OKOHYATEAHO € UMAAQ GOopMATA HA
LIMPOKA 18 M OrpoMHa 30AA. PasnoAoxeHus 3aa
OA3NAMKATA pep MOMELWEHUST € UMMOA BEAU-
yectBeHa ¢$aACOAd  YKPACEHA C TOCKAHCKM
MOAYKOAOHU. [TOBBPXHOCTTA MpeA NAPAKAUCO €
OMAQ OrPOAEHA C KAMEHHA Orpaad, B 4YMUTO
OBXBAT € UMAAO LLOKbAM OT OATOPU M 6A3M HA
CTaTyn. B CBbp3aHMTE C NAPAKAMCA HA
3HAOMEHATA MAOAKM nomMelleHust Fw i Fz ca 6uam
xa3HuTe. OCTAHOAUTE MOMELLIEHNSI CO CAYXKEAM 3Q1
oiopa un  apxmen. CMNeunaAHO  BHUMAHKE
30CAYXKOBA  BBTPELWHOTO  YCTPOMBAHE  HA
MAPAKAUCA HA 3HAMEHATA. oA € BUA MOKPUT C
roAeMM NACYUN. B 30AHATA YOCT BEPOSITHOE MMAAO
AbPBEH NOAMYM, B KOMTO CO OWAM BOUTU
AEMMOHHUTE 3HOMEHA. B NApakAMCa € MMAAO U
MHOXECTBO OATAPW, MOPTPETU HA BOXECTBA U
MMMEepATOpU B TOBA YMCKO M KApPAKAAQ, YMSITO
MPAMOPHA TAQBA € HOMEPEHA HA TOBA MSICTO
(39). Ha noaQ HA XA3HUTE M YHOCTUYHO U HA APYTU
MOMELLEHUST OT 30AHOTO KPUAO HO CrpaAaTa ca
ce HAMUPAAM CTOTULUM CHYMNEHU UAU CPSI3AHN
napyeta o1 BPOH3: GPArMEHTU OT BOMCKOBUTE
3HAMEHA, UMAUHAPUYHMU MAHTKM  OT  TIXHOTO
MPEUKPENBAHE, MPEeAMETU OT BPOH3, OIAEACQAQ,
OYyKBU OT AAMAPUHA, GPArMEHTU OT MPbLCTH,
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40. The legionary hospital (valetudinarium), the Late Roman building with por ticoes and the main basilica at No vae,

aerial photograph
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CHuMKa Ha cBeTuAMLLe 6oaHMLa (valetudinarium) oT rope B Novae u KbcHoaHTMYHaTa T.Hap. Crpaaa ¢ MopTUK

22.83x13.57 x 14.40 m). It was the biggest basilica
in the Balkans at the time. Rebuilt repeatedly, the
edifice was constructed initially as a single-aisled
structure with apse at one end. In the 6th century,
soon after construction, the aisles and narthex,
not to mention a baptistry, were added to the
nave. In the first half of the 6th century, the basili-
ca was elaborately decorated with various fur-
nishings made of Proconessian marble, i.e., altar
screen, pulpit, capitals. Liturgical chambers were
added as well and the presbytery was separated
from the rest of the building. A baptismal font in
the shape of a tetraconch was added in the mid-
dle of the 6th century. A three-aisled lesser basili-
ca with stone reliquary under the altar was erect-
ed next tfo the main basilica.

The next church built in Novae dates from the 9th
century. It was a small rectangular apsidal struc-
fure (7.50 x 5.05 m) erected in the western end of
the courtyard in front of the main basilica, quite
likely serving as a baptistry. The episcopal resi-
dence was integrally connected with the com-
plex of the basilica. The ruins of two earlier build-
ings were recognized under its floors: a public

OBAEKAO, PATMEHTN OT KOHCKQO CTATYSI.
[AaBHATG 6a3mAMKa B Novae e ¢ pasmepu 46,26
x 24,30 m (40). T9 € NOCTPOEHA B KOs HA V B.H.€.
OT 3ANAAHATA CTPAHA HA HAKOTALWHATA principia.
Mpea Hesl € MMAAO TOASIM MAOLLLAA BbB dopmaTa
HO Tpanew: 22,83 x 13,57 x 14,40 m. o oHoBa
BpEME TS € OUAQ HAM-TOAIMATA OA3NAMKA HA
BaAkaHuTe., MHOrOKPATHO € MPEenoCTPOSIBAHA.
MbPBOHAYOAHO T € OUAd eAHOKOPABHO
KOHCTPRYKLUMS C ANCUAQ. Bbp3o — HaYaAoTo Ha VI
B.H.€. — CA AOAQAEHN ABE CTPAHUYHN 1N HOPTEKC.
AoAQAEH € CblWo Bantuctepuym. B nbpsara
MOAOBMHA HA VI B.H.e. BA3MAUKATA MOAYYOABA
V3GLLEH VHTEPUOP WM3PABOTEH OT MPOKOHECKU
MPOMOP: OATOPHA NPErpaad, AMBOH, KAMUTEAN.
MNPMBABEHN COA AUTYPRIUYHM MOMULLEHNE N €
OTAEAEH OATAp. o BpeMe Ha CAeABALLOTO
CTPOUTEACTBO OT 2 MOAOBMHA H VI B.H.e. e
MOCTPOEH 6ACENH 3Q KPbLLABAHE BbB GOPMATA
Ha TeTpaKkoHxa. lpu rAaBHATA OAVAUKO €
MOCTPOEHA TPUKOPABHA. MO-MAAKA BA3NAMKA C
KOMEHHO MSCTO 30 PEAMKBM PA3MNOAOXKEH MOA
OATAPA.

CAepABALLMTE LbPKOBHM CrPaAM CO MOCTPOEHN B
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bath with central heating system of a regular
type, built presumably in the early 6th century AD
and incorporated later into the episcopal resi-
dence, and a legionary bath from the times of
Trajan. The pool, natatio, had huge hypocaust
cellars and furnaces to heat the water in it.

The persevering tourist can follow a pathway
along the line of the circuit wall, starting from the
western gate and proceeding south to the south-
ern gate and then outside into one of the three
burial grounds around Novae. The southern gate
was erected in two stages. The stone construction
was built at the close of the 1st or in the early 2nd
century AD. Two square towers flanked a double
passage. Traces on the threshold suggest that the
gate was closed with double-winged doors from
the outside and fwo iron grates on the inside. A
water pipe ran through one of the passages. The
gate was rebuilt info a single passage in the
3rd/4th century. The walls of the towers were thick-
ened then and given U-shaped form.

The visitors” path leads along the walls with their
projecting U-shaped towers to the Warsaw
University field station which includes a rich dis-
play of architectural members, funerary stelae
and altars (entrance free). Upon leaving the sta-
fion the visitor can go down the asphalt road to
the Danube and then follow a path along a
rivulet (Dernmen-Dere) to the river bank. Remains
of ancient pottery kilns are to be noted on the
east side, protruding from the face of the eroded
escarpment.

Excavations in the valetudinarium at Novae and
various later structures built on top of the army
hospital uncovered a number of Latin inscriptions
and one in Greek. Of special meritis a cult altar of
Asclepius erected in front of the small temple in
the middle of the valefudinarium courtyard (41).
Two inscriptions (statue bases) from the valefudi-
narium testify to the practice of erecting silver
statues of Asclepius and Hygieia (42).

Beside the official monuments set up to the heal-
ing deities in the valefudinarium there were also a
few altars erected by private individuals. Two
dedications by physicians who were not military
men have been recorded. Other inscriptions from
this sector of the excavations (IV) included large
funerary slabs originally from the necropolis out-

IX B.H.€. B 30N0AHATA YACT HA ABOPA HA FTACBHATA
6asmanka. Tasm Heronama (7,50 x 5,05 m)
MPABOBIBAHA KOHCTRYKLMSI C ABCUAQ BEPOSITHA
e OUAQ MOA3BOHA 3a Gantuctepmym. OKOAO
BA3NAUKNTE CE € MOMELLOBOAd EMMCKOMNCKATA
pesnaeHUMs. [1oa HEWHUTE 3MAOBE Ce BMXKAQT
PYVHUTE HQ ABETE MO-PAHHW MOTPOVKU: TDOACKUTE
6aHU C LLEeHTPAAHOOTOMAUTEAHO CUCTEMA, KOUTO
BEPOSITHO CA MOCTPOEHN B HOYAAOTO HA VI B.H.e.
M KOUTO MO-KbCHO CA MPUCBEAVHEHN KbM
KOMMAEKCO HO enUCKOMNCKATA PEe3nASHLMS, U
AETVIOHHW BAHW MOCTPOEHN PO BpeMeTa HA TpasH.
Otkput ca 6acenH - natatio — MOLLHK
XUMOKOYCTOBM CUCTEMU U praefurnia.
MO-N3ABPKAUBUTE TYPUCTU MOTAT AQ PA3IAEAQT U
YACTUYHO OTKPUTUTE 3ALLUTHI CTEHU HO Novae, A0
KOUTO BOAM YepeH MbT. Ton 3anoyBa OT 3AMaAHMS
BXOA, M BOAM HQ 10T, [TBTIT HM BOAM AO FOXKHIST BXOA,
M HA TEPEeHd HO He3AnaseH, eAMH OT Tpute,
HEKPOMOA, KOMTO Ca orpakaaAm Novae. KOxHMs
BXOA € MOCTPOEH Ha ABe ¢asn. KameHHaTta
KOCTRYKLMS € MOCTPOEHA HA NpeAoMa Ha | u I
B.H.€. ABE KBOAPATHU KYAU CA GAAHKUPAAN ABETE
NnAQTHO. CAepauTe  OTKPUTM  HA  nparosete
MOACKAQ3BAT, Ye OT BLHLUHATA CTPOHA BXOAQ Ce €
3ATBOPSIA C ABE MOPTWU, A OT BLIPELIHATA C ABE
KOTAPAKTU. Npe3 cpeaaTa Ha EAHOTO OT NAATHATA
€ MyCHOT AKBEAYKT. Bxopaa € PeMOHTUPOH Ha
npeAomMa Ha lll n IV B.H.e., NpK KOETO € OCTABEHO
€AHO NAQTHO 30 ABMYKEHME, TOraBa Ca oaebeneHn
CTEHUTE HA KyAUTE, KATO MPK TOBA CA OGOPMEHMU
U-o6pasHo. OT 1OXHUS BXOA MbTd BOAM MO
ABAKUHOTA HO  KPEMOCTHUTE CTEHU U u-
0Bpa3sHUTE KyAM HO Novae M HW AOBEXAO AO
6a3aT1a Ha BapLiasckust YHMBepCUTeT. Ha HEMHKS
TePEH MOXe AQ Ce BUAM BOratr AQnNMAOPUYM
CbABPXKALL  HOAFPOOHM  MAOYM, OATAPU WU
APXUTEKTYPHU eAeMEeHTN (BXOAQ € GesrnAaTeH).
M3An3amKkm o1 60a3aTa MOXE AQ Ce TPbIHE B
MAcoKa 3a AyHOBA MO ACBAATUPAH MbT, A MOCAE
KA MAAKATO PEKMYKA (AepMeH Aepe) Moxe A
ce cAes3e Ha aAyHaBckust 6par. OT M3To4HATA
CTPOHQA B MPOGUAQ HO CKAOHA CE BUXAOT OCTOHKM
OT AHTUYHM KEPAMUYHN NELLA.

[No Bpeme Ha pasKornkmTe NPOBEXACHW HO TEPEHA
Ha valetudinarium s Novae pasAnYHUTE MO-KbCHU
MOCTPOMKN MOYIBUAU CE€ HA MSCTOTO HA TA3MU
BOMCKOBA OOAHMLLA CA OTKPUTU MHOXECTBO
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side the town. These provided important data on
such aspects as the geographical origins of sol-
diers of the legio | Ifalica, e.g. Cuintus Vettius
came from what is today Cologne, Marcus Fon-
teius from Arminium in Italy and Caius Aurelius
from Clunia, an important town in Spain.

Of all the funerary monuments brought from the
necropolis to the ruins of the hospital there is one
richly decorated piece that merits special atten-
fion. The image in the fympanum consists of two
bushes of houseleek (*sempervivum tectorum L.”)
and the inscription field is framed with a
grapevine dotfted with birds sitting in if, shown
with sufficient realism for different species to be
identifiable.

41. Altar dedicated to Asclepios by the Ist Italic legion,
discovered in front of the chapel of healing gods in the
valetudinarium at Novae

Ontap aapeH Ha AckaeTuit oT | TaAniMcKK AeruoH,
OTKPUT MpeA cBeTUAMLLe (sacellum) Ha AeKyBalm
6orose
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AQTUHCKM  MHCKPUMLMM M eAHA  TPbBLUKA.
CneuyiaAHO BHUMOHME 3ACAY>KOBA KYATOB OATOPD
B 4YeCT HA ACKAenun CTosIlL, npeps MAAKO
CBETUAMLLE HOMMPALLO CE B LEHTLPA HA ABOPA
Ha valetudinarium (41).

CpebbpeH Xurng 1erno 5 ¢yHTa M 5 yHUUK
(n3paboTeH) oT papose. C. Mansvanius Severus,
AEraT Ha ABryCT CTAPAA Ce 30 U3AArAHETO (42).
OCBEH QHAM3UPAOHUTE MO-Tope  OPULIMAAHMK
MNAMETHULIM U3AArAHM BbB valetudinarium 3a
Bb3XBOAQ HA y3APABSIBALLMTE BOXECTBA, TAM CA
HOMEPEHN CbLLO HSIKOAKO OATOPA MOCTABEHWN OT
YACTHU AMLQ. 3HOEM ABE MOCBELLEHNS UBAOXKEHN
OT AEKAPU, KOUTO HE CA BUAN BOEHHM.

Cpea Tesn HOAMMCK HAMEPEHU MO BPEME HA
paskonkmte Ha IV o6eKT MMO CbLO FOAEMM
HOAMPOBHN NAOYM MbPBOHAYAAHO PA3MOAOXKEHN
HO TEPEHA HA HEKPOMOAQ HOMUPALLM CE M3BbH
rpaAd. NponsxoXAaLmMTe OT TAM HAAFPOGHM
MOMETHULYM HU ACBOT LEHHU AQHHK 3ACAraLLm
reorpadCckms MNpomsxos HA BOWHULUMTE HA
AermoHa ltalica Hanp: Cuintus  Vettius e
MPOU3XOXKAOA OT AHeLleH KboAH, Marcus Fonteius
ot Arminium o1 Utaams, a Caius Aurelius ot KAoHM,
€AMH OT BODKHUTE rpaa0Be B ICNAHMS.

CpeaA OCTOHOAUTE HOAFPOGHM  MHCKPUMLMK
MpeHeceHn Ha TepeHa Ha valetudinarium
30CAY)KQBA BHUMAHME olle 60rato ykpaceHa
HOAMPOBHA nAoYa. Ha ¢GpOHTOHO ca npea-
CTABEHN ABA Xpacta aebenel, (“sempervivum
tectorum L"), a pAMKATA Orpexaala
ennrpadCKOoTO MOAE € YKPACEHA C AO3M, HO KOUTO
CQO KAUHAAM NTALM.

42. Base for a silver statue of Hygia, found in front of the chapel
(sacellum) of healing gods in the (valetudinarium) at Novae

Basa Ha cTaTyeTka Ha Xurus oTKpuTa npea ceeTuAmLle (sacellum)
Ha AeKyBawm 6orose B (valetudinarium) B Novae
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43. The fortification excavated by Bulgarian and German archaeologists at Krivina (latrus)

MaaH Ha castellum OTKpUT OT GbArapcku M HeMcku apxeorosu B KpueuHa (latrus)

In the village of Krivina 14 km to the east of Novae
a German expedition discovered a Late Roman
fort. Latrus, as it was called, lay at the mouth of
the lantra, where it flowed into the Danube. The
site appears to have been marked on the Tabula
Peutingeriona as Lafro, and it was also men-
tioned by Herodotus and Pliny; however, it does
not seem to have been important from the mili-
tary standpoint before the 4th century AD. There
can be no doubt that a fort existed here possibly
in the 1st century AD and most certainly in the
2nd and 3rd centuries AD. This is suggested by the
plan of the fort, which in the opinion of archaeol-
ogists exploring it, was based on typically Princi-
pate specifications, relevant to the times when a
numerus Quorum and cuneus equitum scutario-
rum of the legio | Italica legion were stationed
there. latrus disappeared from the maps presum-
ably at the close of the 6th century AD. The fort
was surrounded by defense walls with U-shaped
towers and a rectangular granary projecting from
the curtain (43). Since some of the walls have slid
into the Danube, the size of the fort cannot be
established, but one thing is certain: the walls fol-
lowed the edges of an irregular eminence,

B HOMMPALLOTO Cce Ha OKOAO 14 KM OT Novae ceAo
KpmBrHQ, HeMCKa eKcneauumst € OTKPUAQ
KbCHOpUMCKK castellum — latrus. PasnoAoxeH e
npy yCTMeTo Ha SIHTpA npu AyHaB. Bbripeku ve
UN3IAEXKAQ, Ye TO3M OBEKT € OTOEeAsg3aH Ha Tabula
Peutingeriana kato Latro, cnomeHasa ro Cblo
XepoaoT U MAVHUIA, TON € MPUAOCBUA BAXKHO
BOEHHO 3Ha4yeHune eapBda B |V B.H.e. HO Hama
CbMHEHME, Y€ HA TOBA MSICTO € MMAAO castellum
MOXKe 61 oue B | B.H.e., a No-BeposatHO B Il u |l
B.H.e. Criopea M3CcAepBaLLmTe latrus apxeoAosn
TOBA AOKQ3BA CbLLO GAKTA, Y& NAAHA HA opTa
Ce € OMOBABAA HO METPUKATA XAPAKTEPUCTUYHA
30 NeproAQd HA MPUHLMNATA, KOrATO TYK CQ BUAN
PA3MNOAOXKEHU humerus Quorum u oTpgAd Ha |
UTAAMNCKM AETVUIOH — cuneus equitum scutariorum.
latrus HOV-BEPOSITHO € CNPSIA AQ QYHKLIMOHMPA HA
npeaoMma Ha VI n VIl B.H.e. Castellum e 6ua
OrPAAEH C KPEMOCTHU CTEHW, B KOUTO SICHO Ce
BMXKAQT HE camMoO U-OB6pAa3HM KYAW, HO CbLLO M
MPOBOBLIBAEH horreum — Ckaap (43). Mopaan
PA3MECTBAHETO HA YACT OT KPEMNOCTHUTE CTEHU
HE € Bb3MOXKHO OMPEAEASIHETO HO TOAEMUHATA HOl
castellum. CteHute o6pAa3yBAT MHOTOBIBAHMUK,
30WOTO CA MNPEMWUHABAAM MNpe3 HEepaBHATA

o
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hence the plan was multi-sided. The via praeto-
ria, more than 7 m wide, runs from the main east-
ern gate for 115 m. A portico in the Roman Doric
order lined the street. Narrow side streets furned
off this main street, forming successive blocks of
architecture with crossing streets parallel to the
main one. Two rows of square fabernae lay to the
north of the main street, which led to the building
of the headquarters building or principia (24.80 x
14.80 m). This structure comprised a small court-
yard lined with portficoes and a rectangular hall
with an apse on one of the long sides. Most likely
still in the 4th century AD the principia stopped
fulfilling its military function. South of the edifice
there is the complex of the praetorium. Other
domestic structures, as well as a church and other
sacral buildings, were erected in the reign of Con-
stantine. The church was a small three-aisled
structure with rectangular narthex and apse. The
basilica was destroyed in the first quarter of the
5th century AD and on its ruins another basilica
was erected in the second half of the century. To
the north of this second structure was a baptistry
and cult chamber with marble offering table
called a mensa sacra. From the same period
come stores and a small bath which used one of
the walls of the principiain its construction. After a
great conflagration that destroyed the said build-
ings in the first quarter of the 5th century, work-
shops appeared on the ruins of the stores and a
mill was erected next to the old principia. Raiding
Huns destroyed the town in the 440s. In the reign
of Anastasius latrus was partly rebuilt. The defens-
es were reinforced, some of the houses recon-
structed and new domestic buildings were raised.
In the last phase in the rule of Justinian, the third
and most monumental basilica of the lot was
constructed in place of the previous ones.

Leaving the Ruse-Tarnovo road, visitors follow the
signs southwards to reach the ruins of Nicopolis
ad Istrum which Trajan founded in AD 106. Its pop-
ulation was resettled by the emperor from Asia
Minor. The preserved architecture is therefore of
Greek character and the organization of the
municipal authorities was also Greek. Although
the town did not evolve from a military fort and
there was even a time when it was not within the
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MOBbPXHOCT HA XbAMA. OT IAQBHMSI BXOA — N3TOYHMS
— C€e Pa3CTUAQ LWMPOKA MoBEYE OT 7 M. 1 ABATQ
115 M. yamua via pretoria. o HEMHATA ABAXKWHA
€ VIMAAO MOPTUK MOCTPOEH CHLOBPAZHO PUMCKO-
AOPULIKMS KOHOH. OT TAOBHATA YAULIQ CE OTAEASIT
B ABETE MOCOKM TICHW MPSKN OMPEAEASILLA
KBAPTAAUTE HO 3ACTPOSIBAHE, KPBCTOCBAMKM Ce
C yAMUMTE AEXALLM YCNOPEeAHO HA  Via pretoria.
Ha ceBep OT rAaBHATA YAULLIO € UMAAO ABA pPeAd
KBOAPQATHW tabernae. Via pretoria ctnra A0 prin-
Cipia—BONCKOBOTO KOMEHAOHTCTBO (24,80 x 14,80 m).
T ce e CbCTOSIAQ OT OIPOAEH C MOPTUK MAABK
ABOP M MPOBOBIBbAHA BLTPELIHOCT C ANCUAQ HA
€eAHa OT ABATUTE CTPAHW. BepoatHO oule B
cpeaaTra Ha IV B.H.e, principia npecTtasar Ad
M3MbAHSIBAT CBOSITA BOMCKOBA PYHKLMS. Ha tor OT
KOMEHACQHTCTBOTO BMXKACME MOMELLEHME MNPW-
HOAAEXALLO KbM KOMMAEKCA Ha preforium. C
neproAa Ha yrnpaBAeHne Ha KOHCTOHTMH ca
CBBP3OHU APYIMM MOCTPOMKK, KAKTO CTOMAHCKM,
TAKA U UBPKOBHM, B TOBO YACAO 1 6A3nAMKa. T e
OMAQ  MOAKO  TPUKOPABHA MOCTPOMKA C
MPOBOBIBLAEH HOPTEKC aAncuad. basmamkara e
OVAQ MOCTPOEHA B MbPBATA YETBLPTUHA HA V
B.H.€. HO HEeWHWTE PYMHM B 2 MOAOBMHA HA V B.H.€.
€ MOCTPOEHO CAeABALLA BA3MAMKA U HAMW-
pPAOLLMTE CEe HA CeBep OT Hesl BANTUCTEPUYM U
KYATOBO MOMELLEHNE C MPAMOPHA >KEepPTBEHA
Maca - mensa sacra. o CbWOTO Bpeme cda
MOCTPOEHN CKAQOBE U MAAKU OQHU, B 4MSITO
KOHCTPYKLMSI € M3MNOA3BOHA €AHA OT CTEHUTE HA
HSIKOrALWHATA principia. CAea roASIM NOXKAP, KOUTO
€ YHULLOXUA CMOMEHATUTE MOCTPOMKM B 1
YETBBbPTVMHA HA V B.H.€, HO PYMHUTE HO CKAQAOBETE
CA MNOCTPOEHN 3AHOSITYNNCKN PABOTUAHULM, O
NPV HIKOrALLHATA PriNCipia MeAHMLA. BCUYKkm Tean
MOCTPOVIKM CA BGUAM YHULLIOXKEHW MO BPAME HA
HAMOAEHMETO HA XyHute npes 40-Te roaAnHM Ha
V B.H.e. [10 BpeMe HA YyNpABAEHME HA UMMEPATOP
AHacTacum latrus € 4acTMYHO NOCTPOEH OTHOBO.
KpenoCTtHuTe CTeHM C YKpENEeHW, NOCTPOEHM Ca
OTHOBO YACT OT >XMAULLATA, MOCTPOEHM cCa
CTOMOHCKM MOCTPONKK. B KpamHaTa ¢$a3a HA
PyHKUMOHMPaHe Ha latrus, no BpemeTo Ha
FOCTUHWSIH, € MOCTPOeHa — HA MSICTOTO Ha
npeaHUTe ABe — TPETd, HAM-BEAUYECTBEHA
6a3nAVKQ.
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44. Nicopolis ad Istrum
[MAanH Ha Nicopolis ad Istrum

borders of Moesia Interior, its cultural and eco-
nomic importance had an impact on the troops
stationed on the Danube. Well known and eco-
nomically important sites lay nearby: emporion
Discoduraterae (modern Gostilica) and Piritensi-
um (modern Butovo, see below), as well as
numerous vici and Roman villas.

Nicopolis ad Istrum is mentioned by Claudius
Ptolemy in his Geography as Nicopolis ad Hae-
mus ('City of the Victory at the foot of the Balka-
ns). On the Tabula Peutingeriana it was marked
as Nicopolistro. The name used by researchers,
Nicopolis ad Istrum, was recorded in aninscription
of AD 136 and was initially identified mistakenly
with Nikopol (see above). In 1872, F Kanitz identi-
fied the correct location. Archaeological excao-
vations have been going on for more than a hun-
dred years, the first work having been done in
1889. Regular excavations began in the area of
the so-called agora in 1900 (G. Saure). They were
continued by V. Dobruski from 1906 to 1909, but

OT16mBaNKK OT TPACETO Pyce — TbpHOBO, CBIAACHO
MBTHUS 3HOK, AOCTUrAME AO PYUHUTE HO AHTUYHMS
“rpaa Ha nobeaara Ha AyHas” - Nicopolis ad
Istrum ocHOBOH OT TpagH B 106 ILH.€, YUUTO KUTEAU
ca BuAn npeceAHum ot Maaa asus. opaam
TOBQ CbLLO 3AMA3EHATA APXUTEKTYPA HM MPEHACS
B IPBbUKATA KYATYpPQ, T[pbUKO e 6uaa wu
OPraHM3ALMSITA HO MECTHATA BAGCT. Benpeku ve
rpaAQ HE € EBOAIOMPOA OT BOWMCKOBM Adrep, d
AOPW € UMOAO NEPUOA KOFATO HE € MPUHAAAEXKAA
KbM Moesia Interior, 3aToBA MbK HErOBOTO KYATYPHO
M MKOHOMWYECKO 3HOAYEHME CA MOBAUSAM HA
BOMCKMTE PABMNOAOXKEHWM Kpan AyHOB. B 6AM30CT
CA OUAN PA3MOAOXKEHU M3BECTHU M BOXKHU OT
MKOHOMMYECKA TAeAHO TOYKA emporion Discodu-
raterae (AHWWHO [octmAmMua) u  Piritensium
(AHELWHO BbyTOBO, CP.MO-AOAY), A CbLO W MHOTO
VICi U PUMCKM BUAN.

3a Nicopolis ad Istrum cnomeHasa Kaasaun
Mronemen B “leorpadusa” karo Nicopolis ad Hae-
mus (rpaad HaO NobeAdTa B MOAHOXMETO HA
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the most interesting and important results were
obtained by T. Ivanov, who worked methodically
from 1954 to 1987. R. lvanov took over after that
and since 1985 L. Slokovska has been in charge.

Nicopolis covers an area of 21.26 ha (512 x 407 m)
(44). A fort (excavated by a British expedition) of
5.74 ha in area was added on the south side in
the 4th century (44). The town was laid out
according tfo an orthogonal plan with streets
crossing at right angles and marking the insulae
or city blocks. The hillside quarries in nearby Hot-
niza, still to be seen today, must have met the
needs of the local builders. A monumental aque-
duct supplied the town with water brought from a
distance of 26 km (from the modern village of
Mussina), and a castellum aquae was uncovered
inside the town itself already in the 19th century.
The aqueduct crossed the nearby river of Rosista
on arcades, the foundations of which can still be
seen on the riverbank. A visit to the site today
starts with the northern gate where the cardo
begins. The street was paved with large slabs cov-
ering a big sewage drain. Numerous inscriptions
and sarcophagi originating from the necropolis

45. Entrance to the buleuterion at Nicopolis ad
Istrum

Bxoa ao T.Hap. buleuterion B Nicopolis ad Istrum
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baakaHa). Ha Tabula Peutingeriana e ot6eAs13aH
Kkato Nicopolistro. NI3NOA3BOHOTO B HAYYHATA
AMTEPATYPa HammeHoBaHWe Nicopolis ad Istrum
e BMAO 3AMNMCOHO HA UHCKpUNUms ot 136 TH.e.
[MbPBOHAYAAHO MOMPELIHO € CMSITAH 3a HMKOMOA
(cp.no-rope). Yak B 1872 roamHa F Kanitz ro
OT6EAS13BA NPABUAHO.

ApPXEOAOTUYECKUTE PA3KOMKM Ce MNPOBEXAAT
rnosgeye o1 100 roAMHU. [TbpPBUTE COHACKHN
N3CAEABOHMSI CA 3Aro4yHAT B 1889 roanHa.
Paskornkn ot no-roAqM mMawad® ca 3arnoyHATU B
1900 ropmHa (G. Saure) HA TEPEHA HA T.HApP.
aropa. Te ca BUAM NPOABAKEHM OT B. AoBpycku
B roaAnHUTE 1906-1909. HO HAM-rOAEMU PE3YATATA
CO AOHECAU UBCAEABAHUSTA HA T. VIBOHOB, KOMTO
METOAMYHO U MAQHOBO € MPOBEXKAAA PA3KOMKM OT
1954 A0 1987 ropnHa. CAeA TOBA CA MPOABAXKEHMN
ot P. MiBaHoB, a ot 1985 ot A. CAOKOBCKQ.
Nicopolis 3aema TepeH ot 21,26 xektapda — 512 x
407 m. 53B |V B.H.e. OT HEroBATA CEBEPHA CTPAHA
€ AOCTPOEH, M3CAEABOHUST OT QHIAMMCKATA
APXEOAOTNYECKA eKcreAmLus, THAP. castellum ¢
MOBBLPXHOCT 5,74 xektapa (44). [paad € NAGHUPOH
CBIAOCHO OPTOTOHOAHATA CUCTEMA T.3H. 4e
YAVLIMTE CA Ce MNPEeCUYaAN MOA MPOB bIbA, KATO
MO TO3M HAYMH CO OMPEAEAIAN KBAPTOAUTE 34
30CTPOSIBAHE — insulae. BEpOosITHO 30 HY)KAUTE HA
CTPOUTEAUTE HA OAUIKUTE XbAMOBE B CEAO
XOTHMLA CA MYCHATU B ABMPKEHME KOMEHOAOMHM.
TexHUTE OCTAHKM CE BMDKAQT 1 AO AHEC. AO rPaAC
€ NMPOKAPOH OrPOMEH AKBEAYKT HOCELL, BOAO HA
pPa3CcTosHE 26 KM. (OT AHELWHOTA ceAo MycuKHa),
a B camug rpaa oute B XIX B.H.e. e oTkpuT castel-
lum aquae. lMNMpecwnyankm Tevawara npes Nicopo-
lis pexa Pocuua, Ton € pasnoAOXKeH HO APKAAM,
YUUTO GYHAOMEHTU MPOABAXKABAT AQ CE BUDKAAT
HOA Bpera Ha peKkaTa. AHeC NoCeLLEeHUSITA TO3N
oBeKT Ce 3aMnoYBAT OT CEBEPHMST BXOA, MPU KOWNTO
30MN04YBA Cardo — HAOCTAQHO C OFPOMHM MAOYM,
MOKPUBALLM CbLLIO OBLIMPEH KAHAA. 10 AbAKMHA
HO YAMLOTA CTOM MHOXECTBO WMHCKPUMUMN U
MPOU3XOXKAQLLM OT HEKPOMOAQ CAPKODA3U.
Cardo BoOAM KbM CTOPAHHO HACTAQHO aAropa
(4090 M x 42) NOBAUNHOTA HOA HMBOTO HA
OKOAHOCTTA. BEANYECTBEHM QPXUTPOBKM, OCHOBMU
HQA KOAOHMU, NOHUMNCKM KAMUTEAU, MPAroBe, PyUHU
HO MOCTPOWKM BCUYKO TOBO AOKA3BA KAKTO
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now line this street. The cardo leads to the finely
paved agora (40.90 x 42 m) raised above the
level of the surrounding ground. The monumental
architraves, column shafts, lonian capitals, thresh-
olds, ruins of buildings testify to the scale and aes-
thetic refinement of the architecture. Staftue
bases and altars with Greek inscriptions can be
seen in the agora. An excellently preserved
bouleuterion (18.20 x 14.50) with semicircular
tiered seats can be visited from the agora (45).
The effect of rising sets of benches was achieved
by using the Roman technique of brick arcades.
Immediately next to the council chamber there
stand the ruins of a double-aisled portico. East of
the agora there are the remains of a rectangular
odeon (36.20 x 28.10 m) with well preserved
orchesfra, audience and orthostats dividing the
two structures. It opened on a peristyle (paradoi)
running on either side of an important perpendi-
cular street, the decumanus. This street leads the
visitor to one of the most curious buildings exca-
vated at Nicopolis. The Greek inscripfion on the
architrave below a monumental tympanum
reads: “The town council (bule) and the people
(demos) of Nicopolis ad Istfrum erected the ther-
moperipatos in the time of Commodus (184-
185)". It was a rectangular building (28.30 x 69 m),
the enfrance to which was flanked by lonic
columns and led from the cardo. Adjoining the
large central chamber was a series of small
rooms. The function of this structure remains
unknown. Outside the district explored by
archaeologists there are many ruins still visible on
the ground, including the so-called eastern
shops. A British expedition working by the south
fortifications uncovered a fortified annex of 6th
century AD date, the walls containing 15 project-
ing semicircular tfowers of which 12 can sfill be
seen. The remains of three gates have also been
uncovered; of these the western one is sfill to be
seen. Inside this Byzantine town (polis) the ruins of
two churches were discovered, as well as a huge
granary and workshops.

B. Soultov’s research on the pottery manufactur-
ing centres in the neighbourhood of Butovo and
Pavlikeni has indicated considerable specializa-
tion as regards the kinds of ceramic products pro-

€CTETUYECKM UITbHYEHATA APXUTEKTYPAd, TAKA U
HEeMHMg Mawaa6. Ha aropata ca pa3noAOXKEHM
CbLLO 6A3M OT CTATYM 1 OATAPW C FPbLIKU HOAMUCH.
OT aropa MMa BXOA KbM YYAECHO 3anaseH buleu-
terion (18,20 x 14,50) C MOAYKPbBIAU TEPACHO
PA3MOAOKEHM CEAQAMLLA (45). 3a AQ Ce MoCTUrHE
CbOTBETHA BMCOYMHA € WM3MNOA3BAHA PUMCKATA
TEXHUKA HO ABKOBETE, N3PABOTEHN OT TYXAW. TOYHO
AO CrPOAQTA HA IPAACKMSI CbBET CE€ HAMUPAT
PYWHUTE HA ABYKOPABHA stoa — nopTtrk. Ha n3tok
OT aropa ce BMKAQT OCTAHKUTE OT MPABObIbAEH
(36,20 x 28,10 M) oaeoH Cc p06pe 3ana3eHa
OpXecTpa, MecTd 3a MyOAVKATA M OPTOCTATM
AENSILLY TE3N ABE CTRYKTYPU. TOo Ce OTBAPS KbM
nepucTnA (paradoi) pPa3noAOXKeH OT ABeTe
CTPOHWM HO BTOPATA  BOXKHA yAMUA nNep-
MNEHAVKYASIDHO Ha cardo — yamua decumanus. T
HU OTBEXAQ AO €AHA OT HAW-TOWHCTBEHUTE
noctpomkn otkputn B Nicopolis. 3anaseH Ha
QPXMUTPOBA, MOA OMPOMHO YKPEMNAEHUE, TObLIKM
HOAMUC rAacu: paackng cbeeT (bule) v knteante
(demos) Ha Nicopolis ad Istrum ca nocTponAn
thermoperipatos No BPEMETO HA YNPOBAEHME HA
Komoayc (184-185). ToBa € GUAQ MPOABOBIBAHA
nocTporKa (28,30 X 69 M), YNNTO BXOA, PACHKMPOH
C PUMCKM KOAOHU, € BOAEA OT Ccardo A0 OBLLIMPHA
LIEHTPOAHA 3AAQ, OTCTPAHM C MHOXXECTBO MOAKM
nomMeleHnsl. 3a HAc  QYHKUMITA HA  TA3u
MOCTPOMKA MPOABAKOBA AQ € 3daraaka. OcBeH
TO3M 3QTBOPEH OBEKT OTKPUT OT APXEOAO3UTE, HO
MHOro mecta B Nicopolis ce BUXAQT PYVHUTE HA
APYMM MOCTPOWKW, B TOBA YMCAO U T.HAP. N3TOYHM
MArasmHn.  AHIAMNCKUTE WN3CAEABAHUS TMPO-
BEXACQHM MPU FOXKHATA CTEHA HA TPAAQ CO AOBEAU
AO OTKPMBAHETO HA KbCHOOHTWMYHA (VI B.H.€.)
QHEKCUS. HeMHATA TepUTOpUS € ONPEAEAEHA OT
KPEMNOCTHO CTEHA, B KOSITO CA BrPOAEHM HOW-
BEPOSITHO 15 MOAYKPBIAM KYAU, AT KOUTO CE BUKAQT
12. OTKPUTN CA 11 OCAHKMTE HA TPW BXOAC — BUDKAC
Cce eAVH, 3amaAHMs. BbB BBTPELLHOCTTA HA TO3U
BU3AHTUMCKN pOlis CA OTKPUTU PYUHUTE HA ABE
LIbPKBW, TOASIM CKAQA W 3AHASTYUACKM PABO-
TUAHMLW.

KaKTo MOKA3BAT N3CAEABAHMSITA HO B. COYATOB HA
KEPOAMUYHUTE LEHTPOBE OT OKOAHOCTUTE HQA
ByToBO 1 [ABAMKEHMN, TE CA CE CNEUVOAUZNPOAM
B PA3AUYHM TUMOBE KEPAMUYHU M3AEAUS (46). Te
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duced there (46). The furnaces apparently were
contemporary and most likely had different own-
ers. Almost 30 kilns were located near Hotniza,
along with a rectangular workshop comprising a
number of rooms. Based on the contents and the
pottery fragments, we can assume that the work-
shop produced cooking pots made of gray clay
and thin-walled vessels for drinking wine. The
excavator believes that it mainly supplied the
stonecutters working in the nearby quatrries.

The centre in Bijala Cerkva specialized in building
ceramics which required special furnaces. Roof
tiles and bricks were also produced at Butovo.
Interestingly, the roof files found at Butovo were
marked with stamps of the legio I Ifalica, indicat-
ing that they may have been manufactured by
legionaries manning the kilns. Altogether 39 dif-
ferent furnaces were discovered here, mostly for
the production of tableware. Other categories
of local products included lamps, terracotta
figurines and jugs (oinochoe) made of gray clay.

At Pavlikeni the pofttery workshops covered an
area of at least 15 hectares. Some 100 kilns were
identified and the pottery collection from the
excavations (which started in 1971) contains
more than 200,000 pieces. An extensive housing
district has also been uncovered. Comprehensive
research has revealed that the apogee of its
development fell in AD 138-170. New and more
luxurious buildings were erected next to the older
and more modest ones. Rooms of different size
and function lined a columnar courtyard, and
granaries were built, as well as numerous struc-
tures of unidentified function and a new work-
shop. The overall layout suggests different potters

46. Bowl with en barbotine decoration from the
antique pottery centre at Butovo

Kynuuka ¢ aekopaums en barbotine npousseaeHa B
AHTUYHMA LLEHTbP 32 Kepamuka B byToso
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ca paboTuAM YCMNOPEAHO U BEPOSITHO CA
MPUHAAAEXAAM HO PA3AUYHK COBCTBEHULUM. B
XoTHULAa ca HamepeHy noumt 30 newm um
MPOBOBIMBAHA HIKOAKOCTAMHA PABOTUAHMLIA. Bb3
OCHOBA HO TEXHWSI CBbCTOB U KEPAMUYHUTE
PPArMEHTU MOXEM AQ CBAMM, Ye TO3U LEHTBP €
MPOU3BENKAOA KYXHEHCKM CbAOBE OT CUBA TAMHA
M KepaMmKka 30 XpaHeHe. [peACTOBASIBAT
TBHKOCTEHHM CbAOBE 3a MEHE HA BMHO. Cropea
OTKPMBATEASI  TO3M LEHTBP € CHOABOASIBOA
KaMeHapute paboTeln B OAU3KUTE KAMEHO-
AOMHMW.

LleHTbpa B bsina HepkBa ce e Ccneumanmsnpan —
KOETO AOKO3BAT OTKPUTUTE TYK CMELMAAHN NELLM
— B MPOAYKLMSITA HO CTPOUTEAHO KEPAMMKA. LiMran
M TYXAM CA MNPOU3BEXAOHM CblO B ByToBO.
VIHTEpeCcHOTO €, Ye HaOMepeHUTe B byTOBO LTAK
CA BUAU BEASIZAHK C NeYAT HA | UITOAMNCKU AETVIOH,
KOEeTO MOACKAO3BA, Y& Ca M3paboTeHn OT
paboTtely TyK AermMoHUCTH, OBLLO TYK CA OTKPUTA
39 neww oT PA3AUYEH BUA, MO-TOAIMATA YACT OT
KOUTO € CAYX>XMAQ 30 MPOU3BOACTBOTO HQA
KEPAMMUKA 30 XPAHEHE. HO OCBEH KEPAMMKATA 3
XPAHEHEe U CTPOUTEAHATa TyK Ca ce
MPOU3BEKACAN ChLLO AOMMU, TEPAKOTHU GUIYPKM
N oinochoe ot CYBA IAMHA.

B MNABAMKEHU KEPAMUYHKS LLEHTBP € TEPUTOPUS OT
noHe 15 XxeKTapa, HA KOSITO CA OTKPUTK OKOAO 100
newm n ca Hamepenu noseyve ot 200 000 cbaa M
TEXHN GPArMeHTU. OT HOYAAOTO HA PA3KOMKUTE B
1971 roAMHA CA OTKPUTU HE CAMO MNCTPOMKUTE
CBBbP3OHM C MPOAYKLMSITA HA KEPAMUKA, HO WU
PABLWMPEHA KUAMLLIHA YOCT. Tbl KOTO TO3M LIEHTBLP
€ N3CAEABOH KOMMAEKCHO, 3HOEM, Y€ HEroBMsl
BOBX HA PA3BUTNE € BUA B roamHmTe 138-170. Kbm
MO-CKPOMHUTE NOCTPOWKN CA AOCTPOSIBOHN HOBW,
MO-AYKCO3HW. [TOMELLEHMS C PA3AMYHO TOAEMMHA
M PYHKUMM CO OTFPOXAQAU ABOP C KOAOHMW,
MOCTPOEHU CA CKAOAOBE. OCTPOEHM CA CbLO
MHOIFO HOBW CTPOAM C HEOoMNpeAeAeHA QYHKLMS
1 HOBA PABOTUAHULIA. APAHXMPOBKATA HA LIEAMS]
LLeHTBbP MOACKA3BA, Y& TAM C PABOTUAU PASAUYHU
rOBHYAPY BEPOSITHO OT eAHA  figlina ¢ MHOro
officinge. ToBa AOKQ3BA CbLLO MHOrOOBPA3METO
HO OTNEeYaTbUM OT MPBCTU, B TOBA YNCAO HA XKEHM
M A€Ld, BKAALLM CEe HA MOBBbPXHOCTTA HA
cbpoBeTe, CbaOBETE HE CA BUAM MOANEYATOHN,
NOPOAM KOETO HE 3HOEM MEHATA HA MOBbHYApUTE.,
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possibly forming a fabric (figlina) with numerous
workshops (officinae). The variety of fingerprints,
including those of women and children, identi-
fied on the surface of pottery vessels produced
on site confirms this theory. The vessels were not
stamped which means that no names of potters
have come down to us.

The remains of the fort of Scaidava, which was
mentioned in the Itinerarium Anfonini, were dis-
covered in the villoge of Batin on the Danube in
the 1920s. Taking a sinuous road following a rivulet
down to the Danube, the visitor reaches the
rocky sandstone riverbank where cisterns had
been cut in antiquity, presumably to collect water
from this rivulet . There is nothing, however, to date
these constructions. The ruins of fortifications dis-
covered on the plateau measured 100 by 300 m.
In 1979, a square tower was explored together
with a section of the fort wall. Coins of Constan-
fine Il dated the defenses to Late Antiquity. This
was further confirmed by bricks with the stamp of
RUMORID, presumably Flavius Rumoridus — magis-
ter militiae and consul in the fime of Arcadius. On
the other hand, stamps of the legio I Italica are
telling proof of the fort functioning already in an
earlier period.

The fort in Sexaginta Prista was erected at the
mouth of the Rusenki Lom river where it flows into
the Danube and covered an area of 4-5 ha. It
was raised as a earth and timber construction,
presumably in the Flavian period. The reconstruc-
tion in stone dates to Trgjan’s time. The name is
interpreted as meaning “sixty ships”, suggesting
the presence of a large river harbour here. Some
of the fortifications were destroyed during irriga-
tion works in 1911.

The first unit to be stationed here was the cohors il
Gallorum, followed by the cohors II Mattiacorum
until about AD 145, after which it was replaced by
the cohors Il Flavia Brittonum equitata and a
detachment of the legio | Italica. Milestones
found on the site indicate that the road to
Nicopolis ad Istrum ran somewhere in the neigh-
bourhood. In Trajan’s time, as indicated by a
building inscription dated to AD 100-101, a simple
bath was raised at Sexaginta. The next inscription
from AD 230-232 (CIL Il 7473) informs of the recon-
struction of a bath belonging to the cohors Il

OcTaHkuTe OT ¢opT Scaidava — cnomeHar B
Itinerarium Antonini — ca 6uan otkput npes 20-
T€ rOAMHU HO XX B., Kpam 6pera Ha AyHABO B CEAO
BatnH. Tpbreamkm B NOCOKA AyHABA MO U3BUT MbT
Mo ABAAVMHATA HO MOAKQ PEKWYKA CTUrame A0
KPQs HO KPAMAYHOCKKSI CKAOH. TAM B MPUPOAHUTE
CAOEBE HA MSICBHYHUKA CO OTKPUTU LIMCTEPHW,
KOWUTO HOWM-BEPOSITHO CA CLOUPAAM BOAO OT
CMOMEHATATA PEKNYKA. TIXHOTO AQTUPOHE He e
Bb3MOXHO. HQ NAQTOTO Ca Ce HAMUPAAMU
oTkpuTUTE NPe3 20-Te roAMHMU HA XX B. PYUHU HA
doptndukaumm ¢ pasmepu 100 x 300 m. B 1979
FTOAMHA CA OTKPWUTM YACT OT KBOAPOTHO KyAQ M
YYACTBK OT CTEHA OT YKPENAEHUSITA Ha castellum.
OTKPUTUTE MOHETU HO KOHCTAHTUH |l AOKQ3BAT, Ye
YKPEMAEHUSITA CA OT €NOXATA HA KbCHUST AHTUK.
ToBO MOTBBPXKACBAT CbWO TYXAM CbC MeyaT
RUMORID — BepOSTHO CTABQ BbMPOC 3a  Flavius
Rumoridus — magister militiae n KOHCYA OT BpEMETO
HO Apkaann. OT Apyra CTpAHA nevatute Ha |
UTOAUNCKN AETMOH AOKA3BAT, 4e castellum e
OYHKUMOHVPOA CbLLO MPEe3 MO-PAHEH NMEPVOA,.

Kpenoctra B Sexaginta Prista e 6G1Aa noctpoeHa
npY YCTUETO HA peKka PyceHCkn AoM npu AyHOB
N € 3aeMAAQ TepeH 4-5 xektapa. MNocTpoeHa e
BEPOSITHO Mpe3 GAABUNCKMST NepMoa U € Buaa
M3rPOAEHA OT AbPBO W MNPBCT. NpenocTpoeHa e
C KAMBK MO BpemeTta HO TpdsiH. HemHoTo nme
BEPOSITHO O3HOYABA: “LLIENCET KOpAba”, KOETO
AOKQ3BA, Y€ TYyK € MMOAO FTOASIMO MPUCTAHULLE.
HacT OT yKpenAeHusITa ca BUAM PA3pyLLUEHM MO
BPEME HA MEAUOPATVBHY PABOTU B 1911 roaAnHA.
MbPBOHAYAAHO TYK € BUAC PA3MOAOKEHA KOXOPTA
Il Gallorum, a nocae, AO OKOAO 145 T H.e., KOxopTa
II Mattiacorum, caep KOeTo 15 € 30MeCTBAHA OT
koxopta Il Flavia Brittonum equitata n otpsian Ha
[ ITAOAMNCKM AETMOH. HOMEPEHW KOMBHU AOKO3BAT,
ye Ha B6AM30 € MMAOAO MbT Boaell kbM Nicopolis
ad Istrum. o BpemeTo HA TpasiH — KAKTO CO4U
CTPOUTEAHA MHCKpUNLUMs oT 100-101 roanHa — B
Sexaginta ca noctpoern 6aHn. CASABALL, HOANUC
oT 230-232 rH.e. (CIL Il 7473) pAOKQ3BO, 4e e
HOMPOBEHA PEKOHCTPYKUMSI HA OAHATA  HA
Koxopta /I Flavia Brittonum. o Bpeme Ha
OPXEOAOTMYECKMUTE CMNACUTEAHM pPaBoTK ca
OTKPUTU GPArMEHTM OT CEBEPHATA KPEeMnOCTHA
CTEHA C YETUPUBIBAHA BIAOBA KyAQ W YEeTUPU
crpaam (47). HYact ot cteHa ¢ pebeAnHa 2,70 m

o
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47. The northern fortifications discovered at Ruse (Sexaginta Prista)

MAaH Ha ceBepHaTta YacT Ha ¢popTUdMKaLms oTkpuTa B Pyce (Sexaginta Prista)

Flavia Brittonum. Rescue excavations uncovered
a fragment of the northern fortifications including
a rectangular corner tower and four buildings.
The stretch of wall, which was ¢. 2.70 m thick, runs
for about 50 m (47). A building inscription from
289-299 testifies to a renovation of the fort at this
time, possibly necessitated by damage suffered
at the hands of raiding Karpai in AD 296. It was
rebuilt yet again, this time by the Emperor Justin-
ian. From this period come the four multi-room
buildings that had been uncovered.

The fort Appiaria lay on a small hill 10-15 m above
the Danube, 6 km east of the village of Rjachovo.
The name could refer to the Latin word apiarium
meaning beehive or apiarius which is translated
as ‘beekeeper’. Nothing of the ruins that K. Skorpil
had seen in the 19th century survives today due
to erosion. His reports suggest a defense wall 2.50
m thick and surviving on a stretch 80 m long.
Building ceramics and pottery collected from the
site span a considerable time horizon, but it is like-
ly that the fort was erected around AD 76, a date
confirmed by a building inscription referring to
some unidentified military structures. A consider-
able number of coins covering a period from the
tfime of Trajan to Aurelian, pottery, fibulae and a
marble bust constitute evidence for intensive
development of the fort during this time. Different
military units are known to have been stationed
at Appiaria: initially most probably the cohors
Mattiacorum (?) and ala | Gallorum Atectori-
giana (CIL Il 12452), later cavalry perhaps. In Late

Ce € 3ana3smMAa Ha yHaCTbK oT 50 M. CTpouteaHa
VHCKPUMLMS OT roamnHUTE 289-299 AOKA3BA, Ye MO
TOBO BPEME € MPOBEH PEMOHT HA KPEeMnocTIq,
KOETO MOXe Ou Ce € CAYYUMAO CAep pas-
PYWEHUITA MNPEAM3BUKAHM OT OTAKATA HA
Kapnute B 296 LH.e. CAeA TOBA TS € PEMOHTUPAHA
oT umnepatop KOCTUHUSH, OT HEroBO BpeMe
MPOU3XOXAQT CbLUO YEeTUpUTE CNOMEHATU
MHOFOCTOMHWN CTPOAMN.

Ha wecTt knAaoMeTpa OT CeAO PSIXOBO HO U3TOK, HO
HUCBK XbAM (10-15 M. HOA HMBOTO HO AyHOB) ce
e HamMmumpaoAa castellum Appiaria. BepositHoO
HOMMEHOBOHMETO € CBbP3AHO C AQTUHCKATA AYMA
apiarium - Kowwep; nAM apiarius — n4eAap. AHec
pPyuHUTE HO GOPTA HOMUPALLM CE B MECTHOCTTA
XUCAOPABKQA, HE Ce BMKAQT BEYE, CA YHULLLOXKEHM
ot eposuata. OT 3anmckumte Ha K. LLUkopnma ot XIX
B. MOXXEM AQ 3AKAIOYMM, Ye MO HEroBO BpEMe TyK
€ MMOAO LWMPOKA 2,5 M. 1 AbAra 80 M. KPEnoCTHA
CTeHa. Ho AHeC Ha MSICTOTO HO 06eKTa MOraT AQ
ce HoMepsT caMO GPArMeHTM OT CbAOBA U
CTPOUTEAHA KEPAMUKA OT PA3AUYHM MEPUOAN.
BepogatHo dpopTa € BUA NOCTPOEH OKOAO 76 TH.e.
KoeTo MOTBLPXKACBO CTOOUTEAHA MHCKPUMLMS,
rOBOPELLA 3Q HEU3BECTHIN BOMCKOBM KOHCTRY KL,
[OASIM BPON HOMEPEHN MOHETU OT MEPUOAQ OT
TpasH A0 ABPEAUAH, KepaMunKka, GUBYyAn K
MPOMOPEH BIOCT AOKA3BAT MHTEH3MBHOTO POBUTVE
Ha castellum npes 1031 neproa. B Appiaria ca
OUAM  PA3MNOAOXEHU  PA3AUYHU  BOWMCKOBMU
eAVHULN. BEpOSITHO MbPBOHAYAAHO KOXopTa MAat-
tiacorum (?) i ala | Gallorum Atectorigiana (CIL I,
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48. The north defensive wall of the fort at
Tutrakan (Transmarisca)

CeBepeH 31A Ha OTGpaHUTEAHaTa KpernocT
B TyTpakaH (Transmarisca)

Antiquity, miles tertio nauclarri stayed there with
all certainty. In AD 294, the fort was visited by the
Emperor Diocletian.

In 1982, a unique Roman mausoleum was discov-
ered 2 km east of the village. An earth fumulus
concealed four rooms set out in line, the tfotal
length being 22.30 m. It was constructed most
likely in the 2nd century AD, presumably to inter
the bodily remains of a rich Appiarian boasting
Thracian ethnic and cultural roots.

The high riverbank in the centre of the town of
Tutrakan was investigated archaeologically by
L. Vagalinski in 1989-1991 and 1995-1997. He dis-
covered the ruins of the defenses of the fort
Transmarisca (48), the remaining fort architecture
being concealed under the modern settlement.
The name derives from a nearby river, which was
called Marisca in antiquity and is now known as
Ardmea. The fort was marked on the Tabula
Peutingeriana and it was also mentioned in the
Itinerarium Antoniniani. Two square towers were
fraced and a stretch of fortified wall mentioned in
K. Skorpil’s 19th century report. The fort was most
likely in the shape of a trapeze with the sides
measuring respectively 200 x 240 x 300 x 300 m. A
double line of defenses spaced 30 m apart ran
from the south. On the west there was a ditch. The
tower with an inscription has been restored. In the
early 2nd century AD, the cohors | Thracum Syriaca
and detachments of the legio XI Claudia were

12452), a nocAe Moxe 6un e3pa. Ho 3Haem cbe
CUTYPHOCT, 4e Mnpe3 KbCHUS QAHTUK TyK ca
npebunsBaBaAn: miles tertio nauclarri. B 294 rH.e.
castellum e 6uA nocereH OT KMMMNEePATOP
LANOKASLINAH.

B 1982 roAMHA 2 KM HO 30MOA OT CEAOTO € OTKPUT
YHUKAAEH PUMCKM MAB3OAEN. [10A 3EMHUSI TYMYAYC
CA Ce HAMUPOAN YETVPU MOAPEAEHN B €AHA
AVHWS TOMELLIEHWS], C OBLLA ABAXKMHA 22,30 M. Ton
€ HANPOBEH BEPOSITHO B Il B.H.€. PO3BAOAEH € ABQ
BEKA MO-KbCHO. B rpoBHMUATA BEPOSITHO €
norpebaH 60raT rPAXXACQHMH Appiaria, BEPOSITHO
C TPAKUNCKM ETHUYHU U KYATYPU KOPEHM.

Ha BUCOKUS KPAMAYHABCKM CKAOH B LIEHTBPA HA
rpaa TyTPAKAH B PE3YATAT HA OPXEOAOIMYECKM
N3CAEABAHMST MPOBEXAQHN OT A. BArQAMHCKM B
roamHute 1989-1991 n 1995-1997 ca atkputn
OCTOHKUTE HA KPEMNOCTHUTE CTeHM HA castellum
Transmarisca (48). Apyrm OCTOHKM HA GOpT ca
3AKPUTU OT MOAEPHO CTPOUTEACTBO. Haunme-
HOBAHMETO MPOU3XOXKAQ OT MMETO HO BAM3KATA
peKa — B AHTUYHOCTTA HOpPUYaHA Marisca — AHeC
Apaxew. Castellum e otbenasaHo Ha Tabula
Peutingeriana, 30 Hero CnomeHaBsa CbLUo /finerar-
ium Antoniniani. OTKpUTU CA ABE KBOAPATHM KYAN
M 4OCTM OT KPEMOCTHA CTEeHd, 34 4YMeTo
CbLLLECTBYBAHE CMNOMeHOBA oue B XIX B. K.
Wkoprnva. PopTa e GUA ¢ GOPMATA HA TpaAneL, C
pasmepun: 200 x 240 x 300 x 300 m. Or tor e
NPEEMUHOBOAQ ABOVHAO AVHKS OT KPEMOCTHM CTEHN

o
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49. Hilltop at Malak Preslavets, where the ruins of Nigrianis were found

XbAM B Maabk Mpecaasel, Ha KOMTO ca OTKpUTH pynHUTe Ha Nigrianis

stationed here. Sections of a Roman road were
discovered in the villages of Dunajec and
Kurdulite near Tutrakan, but nothing remains to be
seen today.

Not far from the village of Malak Preslavets lies a
fort erected around AD 86. The name Nigrianis
presumably derived from the name of a governor
of Lower Moesia, one Cornelius Nigrinus Curiatius
Maternus. In the times of Diocletian this was
changed to Candidiana. The ruins of the fort are
located in a locality referred to by local inhabi-
tants as Kadikioi (49). A favorable location, gentle
hills and the proximity of the Danube and a lake
have made this a location favored for settlement
ever since the Neolithic. A hoard of 2638 coins of
the 2nd and 3rd century AD was found near the
fort. It is not clear whether the site contains the
ruins of one or two forts. The original construction
wass of wood and earth, presumably replaced by
a stone construction in the time of Caracalla. The
new structure measured 400 by 400 m and was
constructed using the opus mixtum technique
which was unique in Moesia at the time. The tech-

oTAEAeHn OoT cebe cu Ha okono 30 m. Ot
30MNaAHATA CTPOHA HO GOPTA CA OTKPUTU OCTAHKM
OT OTOPAHUTEAEH POB. EAHO OT KYAUTE, HO KOSITO
ce € 3anasmMAa MHCKPUNLUMS € KOHCEPBUPAHQ.
Mpes paHHWs Il B.H.€. TyK € PA3noAOXKeHA cohors
| Thracum Syriaca v otpsia Ha legio XI Claudia. B
OKOAHOCTTA Ha TyTpAKAH B CeAO  AyHOoBeL, U
KypwyAmte ca OTKPUTWM — HEBUAMMWU AHEC —
YYQCTbLUM OT PUMCKM MbT.

bAnzo A0 ceno Maabk lMpecaasey, ce HOMUPA
castellum noctpoeH okoAo 86 rH.e. Torasa My e
AapaeHo  umeto  Nigrianis, NpousxoxaaLLo
BEPOSITHO TO MMETO HA ryGepHATOPA HA AOAHA
Musmg: Cornelius Nigrinus Curiatius Maternus. Mpw
YMNPABAEHMETO HA ANOKAELIMAH TO € CMEHEHO HA
Candidiana. PynHu1 Ha $OpT MMA B MECTHOCTTA
HAPWYOHO OT MecTHUTe Kaanmkbon (49). To
OTHOWEHME HA YAODOHOTO MOAOXKEHUE, CMeK-
YEeHUTE Bb3BULLEHMUS, BAM3OCTTA HA AYHOB M HA
e3epo, T9 € BUAQ HACEeAeHa OT Heoauta. B
OKOAHOCTTA Ha castellum e HamMepeHO CbKPO-
BULLE OT 2638 moHetn oT Il n lll B.H.e. He e acHo
AOQAM HO O6EKTA Ce HOMUPAT PYHUTE HA €AMH UAV
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nigue calls for rows of stone blocks to be separat-
ed by brick lacing. Further rebuilding fook place
presumably in the 3rd century, simulfaneously
with the change of name mentioned above.
Archaeological excavations in 1948 and 1957
uncovered fortifications still ssfanding and meas-
uring a fotal of 120 m in length and the north-
eastern corner tower as well as two U-shaped
donjons (80). Brick works must have been found
somewhere in the vicinity, as suggested by finds
of bricks featuring stamps of the Legionis XI Clau-
diae Figlinae Candidiane. In the 2nd century AD
(?) the cohors | Lusitanorum Cyrenaica was sta-
tioned there, replaced in Late Antiquity by the
miles primi Moesiaci. Coming from Nigrianis-
Candidiana is a fragment of a bronze statue of
the Emperor Domitian or Trajan and two army
diplomas of c. AD 145.

One of the four legionary bases known on the Bul-
garian section of the Roman Limes was identified
within the borders of the modern town of Silistra
(Durostorum). It was strategically located c¢. 800 m
south of the Danube riverbank. The fortress occu-
pied an area of 19.32 ha. From AD 104 it was the
headquarters of the legio XI Claudia. The begin-
nings of the fort reach back, however, to the late
1st century AD when the cohors Il Flavia Brittonum
equitatawas stationed here, between AD 86 and
101. With the coming of the legion the old auxiliary
fort was thoroughly overhauled and enlarged to

NIGRINIANS—
CANDIDIANA

ABO  popTa. [TbpPBOHAYAAHO GOpPTA € OUA
MOCTPOEH OT ABPBO M MPBCT. BepogarHo no
BpeMeTo Ha Kapakaaa Ton € NpOMEHEH HA
KameHeH ¢opT ¢ pasmepn 400 x 400 ™,
M3MOA3BAMKN YHUKAAHATA MO TOBA BpeMe B Minauist
TEXHUKA OpuUS mixtum — peAOBETE OT KOMbHMU CA
pPa3AEAEHM OT peEAOBE TyXAU. BepostTHo B Il B.H.€.€
HOMPOBEH CAEABALLMS PEMOHT M TOrOBA CbLLO,
KAQKTO 6€ CMnoMeHATo Mo-rTope, € CMEHEHO
HOMMEHOBAHNETO. APXEOAOTUYECKNTE UN3CAESA-
BOHWSI CO MPOBEXAAHN B rOpMHUTE 1948 1 1957,
ToraBa Ca OTKPUTU BMKAQLLM Ce AO AHEC HOACTU
OT KPEMNOCTHA CTEHA — C OBLLA ABAXMHA 120 M —
N CEBEPOU3TOYHUS BIBA U ABE U-OBPA3HN KYyAM
(50). Moxe 6m B OKOAHOCTTA € MMAAO WU
TYXAQPHMLQ, 30 KOETO MOTrAT CBUAETEACTBAT TYXAU
c neyar: Legionis Xl Claudiae FiglinaeCandidiane.
BbB Il B.H.€. (?) TYK € BUAQ PA3MOAOYKEHO KOXOPTA
| Lusitanorum Cyrenaqica, A npe3 KbCHUST AHTUK
miles primi Moesiaci. Ot Nigrianis-Candidiana
MPOU3XOXKAQT GPArMEHT OT BPOH30BA CTATYS HA
nvneparop AoMULMSIH UAK TOGSIH 1 ABE BOMCKOBM
AMNAOMM OT 145 rH.e.

B rpaHuumte HaO aAHelwHus rpas CuAMcTpa e
OTKPUT €AMH OT YeTUpUTE AETMOHHU Adrepa
M3BECTHN OT OBATQPCKATA YACT HA PUMCKUS
AMmec — Durostorum. Ton ce HOMMPA Ha CcTpaTe-
MMYHATA NO3ULMST HO OKOAO 800 M. Ha tor OT Bpera
Ha AyHOB U e c naow, 19,32 xektapa. Ot 104
rOAMHA TOM € BUA TAGBHOTO CEAOQAMLLE HA AETOH
Xl Claudia. BeposTHO AQrepa € CbLEeCTBYBAA OT
Kpast HO | B.H.e. 1 MbPBOHAYOAHO TYK € OUAQ
pasnonoxeHa cohors Il Flavia Brittonum equitata
— 86-101 rH.e. 30epAHO C MNPUCTUTAOHETO HA
AEMMOHA HAKOTrALLIHMS GOPT HA MOMOLLHUTE BOMCKM
e OWA USIAOCTHO PEMOHTUPAH M € 3AdeMOA
Teputopust 400 x 390 M. ToraBa CblO B
OKOAHOCTTA HO KPEMOCTTA CE € PA3BUA LIMBUAHUS

50. The fortress at Nigrianis

MaaH Ha kpenocT oTkpuTa B Nigrianis
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51. Part of the internal buildings disco vered at Silistra (Durostorum)

®parMeHT OT BbTpeLUeH cTpoex oTKpUT B Cuanctpa (Durostorum)

52. Wall painting from an antique grave at Silistra.
A slave is carrying perfumes

CTeHHa p1CyHKa OTKpUTa B KbCHOAHTUYeH rpob
B CuancTpa npeacTasswy, pob Hocell, MUpO

cover an area of 400 by 390 m. A civil settlement
sprang up around the fortress. Repairs and refur-
bishing accompanied each imperial visit:
Durostorum was visited by Septimius Severus and
by Caracalla. These royal visits resulted in the
building of frapezoid towers projecting from the
wall curtain. In the written sources Durostorum is
mentioned as an important customs post: statio
publicum portorii lllyrici. The fort was also an
important base for the Roman fleet, the classis
Flavia Moesica in this case. Regular excavations
in Silistra were carried out in 1972-1981 (P. Donevski).
Earlier work in 1969-1971 was limited fo rescue
explorations.

The fortifications of the first fort were 1.50 m thick
and had inside rectangular towers measuring
6.40 by 3.40 m. The exception was a tower in the
southwestern corner which was trapezoidal. The
fortification system was rebuilt in the time of either
Aurelius or Diocletian. The towers were placed
outside the walls the thickness of which was
increased to 2.60 m. The southwestern fower was
also enlarged to measure 21.70 x 12.80 m. Fort
architecture has not been investigated sufficiently.
Only a part of the army barracks (confubernia)
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53.The Late Roman biscopal residence at Silistra (Durostorum), 4th through 6th century AD

PyuHM Ha KbCcHOaHTMYHA pe3naeHLMs Ha MeTpornoAnT B Cuanctpa (Durostorum) — IV =Vl B.H.e.

XMBOT. CAep noceleHmeto Ha Centuminin Cesep
n Kapakaaa B Durostorum ca HANpaBeHU
MHOXECTBO MOMPABKN W PEMOHTW. TOrasa ca
MOCTPOEHU TPAMELLOBUAHM KYAWN, AEKO N3AQAEHM
npeaA AMLETO HA  KPEenocTHUTe CTeHu. B
NMCMEeHUTe M3ToYHMLUM  Durostorum ce cnome-
HOBAO KATO BOXKEH IMPAHWYEH MYyHKT - statio pub-
licum portorii lllyrici. Tyk CblWO Ce € HAMUPOAQ
€AHA OT BAXKHUTE 6A3M HA PUMCKATA GAOTA:
classis Flavia Moesica. PeryasipHute
AOPXEOAOTUYECKN N3CAEABOHNS B CUAMCTPO Ca
MEOBEXAOQHU B roanHute  1972-1981 (1.
AoHeBCKM). [Mo-paHO B roanHute 1969-1971 ca
OUAM NPOBEXAOHN EAMHCTBEHO CMACUTEAHU

paGom. 54. Wall painting from an antique grave at Silistra
KpenoCTHUTEe CTEHUM HA MbPBUSI AArep ca C c

Te€HHa PUCYHKA OTKPUTA B KbCHOAHTUYEH Fp06
AebenrHa 1,50 M 1 ca ¢ BETPELLIHN MPOBObIbAHM 8 Cuanctpa

KyAr ¢ pasmepu 6,40 x 3,40 M. VI3KAKOUYEHME NPaBKU
KYAQTO B tOrO3AMNAAHMST bIbA, 3AWOTO T9 € C
dopmarta Ha Tpaned. PopTUPUKALMOHHATA
cucTeEMA e B1AQ MPENOCTPOEHA MO BPEMETA HA
ABPEAUN UAN AVMOKAEUMAOH. ToraBa aAebeAmnHaTa
HO CTEHUTE e yBeAUYeHa A0 2,60 M, a KyauTe ca
M3HECEHWN HOBBH. YTOAEMEHM Ca PAa3MeEpPUTE HA
CMOMEHATATA FOro3anaaHMs Kyaa — 21,70 x 12,80 m.
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belonging to the first and second cohort was
excavated in the praetentura (561). These follow
an East-West orientation and comprise two rows
of rooms measuring each 3.80 by 4.40 m .The so-
called Centurion’s House was excavated in the
retentura of the fortress.

The civil settlement around the fortress (canabae
legionis) spread out to the northeast, north and
southwest, covering an area of 25-30 ha. The ori-
gins are placed in the reign of Hadrion and/or
Antoninus Pius, as confirmed by a dedicatory
inscription of AD 145 mentioning cives Romani et
consistentes in canabis Aeliis. Some 200 m to the
north of the fortress there was a large residential
complex (70 by 40 m). This tfown house (villa
urbana) comprised several rooms heated by a
hypocaust system. A row bath is distinctive. In the
fime of Constantine the villa was rebuilt substan-
fially.

Near the village of Ostrov (in modern Romania)
there was a vicus that was turned into municipium
Aurelium Durostorum in the times of Marcus Aure-
lius. An important workshop center appears to
have been located there as well, as indicated by
lead seals with the inscription Kasfra Legionie XI
Claudiae and stamps of Legionie XI Claudiae
Figlinae Kastrorum.

Durostorum remained important well into Late
Antiquity. A bishop resided here from the 4th to
the 6th century AD (83). Another undoubted
local tourist attraction is the painted tomb of a
military commander from the 4th century AD
(52, 54).
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BbTPELWHOTO 30CTPOSIBOHE HA AQrepda He HU e
MO3HATA C TOYHOCT. B praetentura e otkpwuta
€AMHCTBEHO 4acT o1 contubernia — BoMckosute
6apaKkM HO MbPBA W BTOPA KoxopTta (61). Te ca
OPUEHTUPAOHM HA 13 1 ce CbCToAT OT ABA pead
nometleHus ¢ pasvepn 3,80 x 4,40 m. B refen-
fura Ha KPENOCTTA € OTKPUT CbLLO T.HAP. AOM HO
LLEHTYPUOH.

Canabae legionis € OTKPUT HO CEBEPOUITOK, HA
CeBep M Ha toro3anaa oOT kpenocTtra. Te ca
30eMaAn TepeH oT 25-30 xekTapa. Moxe 6u Tom
€ MOCTPOEH MO BPEMETO HA XAAPUAH W/UAMU
AHTOHVH [N KOETO AOKO3BA MPOKIXOXKAQLLATO OT
145 TH.e. MHCKPUNLUMST C NMOCBELLEHME TAOCSLLQ:
cives Romani et consistentes in canabis Aélis.
OKoAo 200 M HO ceBep OT Castrum e OTKPUT FOASIM
YKNAMLLEH KOMMAeKC (70 x 40 m) — villa urbana. Ton
€ NOCTPOEH MO CbLLOTO BPEMETO U CE € CbCTOSIA
OT peA OTOMAEHM CbC XMMOKAYCTOBA CUCTEMA
nomMeleHnsl. OTAMYUTEAEH eAeMeHT € BGAaHs C
FTOAEMU PA3MEPU C PEAOBO PA3MNOAOXKEHME. o
BpemMetra Ha KocTaoHTMH BMAQTG € 6uAd
PEMOHTUPAHA.

Kpam ceno OctpoB (B AHEWHA PymMbHUS) ce e
HAOMMPAA Vicus, KOMTO MO BpeMeTto Ha Mapk
AHTOHMH Ce e MPEBBbPHAA B mMunicipium Aureli-
um Durostorum. BeposITHO TyK € MMOAO 1 BAXKEH
3QHOSITYNACKN LIEHTBP, KOETO AOKQA3BAT OAOBHM
naomém ¢ Haanme Kastra Legionie XI Claudiae v
neyatn Legionie Xl Claudiae Figlinae Kastrorum.
Durostorum e 6UA CbLLO BOXKEH KbCHOATUYEH
ueHTbp. Tyk B nepuoaa ot IV a0 VI BH.e. ce e
HAMUPAAO EMNCKOMNCKO cepaanLe (83). CurypHa
ATPAKLMST € CbWOo CbllecTtsyBaWwa oOT IV B.H.e.
rPOGHMLA C PUCYBAHA YKPACA HA BOMCKOBM
npesoaunTen (52, 54).
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Where to see the Bulgarian Limes

A trip to the Limes sites should start in Sofia with the
Archaeological Museum in the city centre and the
National Museum in Bojan’s Residence. It should be
kept in mind that museums in Bulgaria (entrance fees
from 1to 5 Euro) are closed on Mondays; on other days
they are open from 9am to 5pm with a lunch break
between 1pm and 3pm. Museum staff can be asked
for assistance in opening sites and arranging visits. The
direction to take from Sofia is Vidin to the north. Vraca
with its beautiful caves is well worth a look on the way.

Vidin (Bononia)

In Vidin it is easy to find the ruins of the ancient fort at
“Baba Vida” on the bank of the Danube. A small but
interesting museum and open-air presentation of
antiquities from Vidin and ArCar (Ratiaria) stands in the
centre of the town.

Kula (Castra Martin)

From Vidin it is a short drive of 25 km to Kula where the
ruins of Castra Martin can be seen. The so-called
quadriburgium fort originating from the times of the
Tetrarchy is exceedingly well preserved. Tourists should
take the side roads along the Danube, exercising cau-
fion at all fimes because of the many small localities
and villages along the way.

ArCar (Ratiaria)

The road runs on the bank of the Danube where the
necropolis can be seen on both sides and ancient
ruins in some places. Remains of an agueduct stand
on a nearby river bank to the south of the ruins.

Lom (Almus)

From ArCar the road leads to the tfown of Lom. Antiqui-
ties are presented on the ground floor of a small muse-
um in the fown center. The rest of the display is devot-
ed to local history and ethnography. The ruins of the
fort Almus are reached on the top of a hill above the
museum.

Kozloduj

From Lom the visitor should go to Kozloduj to see the
nearby ruins of Augustae and then continue east to
Gigen (Oescus).

Gigen (Oescus)

The reconstructed fortifications of Gigen (Oescus) can
be seen in the village. Driving past them in the direc-
tion of the Iskdr river tourists can see the ancient town.

MecrTa B BbAramust, KbAETO MOraT AQ CE BUAST OCTOHKM
OT PUMCKATA MPOHMLLC

TOBIBAVIKM HO EKCKYP3KS MO MPOHUYHUTE OBEKTM HOW-
AOBpe e Aa ce 3anoyvHe o1 Codus, KbAETO € A0bpe
AQ Ce nocetn ApxeoAorM4ecKkmst My3em HOMUPAILL, ce
B LIEHTbPAO HA rpaad M HAUMOHOAHUST MCTOPUHNCKM
My3er B bosiHa. O1 Codus TobrBaME HA MbT HO CeBep B
nocoka BuanH. Mo nbTg MMHOBOME 30CAYXKOBALLATA
HA BHUMOHME BpaLa ¢ npekpacHUTe neLepu.

Caea KATo CTUrHEM A0 BUMAMH AeCHO MoXem Ad
HAMEPUM CTOSLLOTA HO Bpera Ha AyHOB KpernocT
“Baba BrMaQ”, KbAETO MOraT AQ Ce BUASIT OHTUYHK
PYVHWU. B LEeHTbpa Ha rpaAC HOMUPAOME MOABK, HO
VHTEPECEH My3€el CbXPAHSIBALL, €KCMOHATU OT BUAWH —
Bononia n Ap4yap - Ratiaria. Ton e orpaaeH ot
HETOASIM, HO KPOACKB AQMUMACPUYM. TPSIGBA AQ MOMHUM,
ye myseute B BbArapust (Bxoaa CTpyBa OT 1-5 eBpo) ca
30TBOPEHU B MOHEAEAHMK. [pe3 OCTAHAAUTE AHW
AQBOTAT HaM-4ecTo oT 9.00 A0 13.00 U caep obep oT
16.00 oo 17.00 yaca. MHOro 4ecto Morar Aa ce
PA3AEAQAT KATO CE MOMOAWN CAYXKUTEAUTE 3Q MOMOLL, U
OTBApPSIHE Ha ranepumnte. OT BUAVH MOXEM AQ TOBIHEM
KbM OAM3KKS TPAA KyAaa (HO OKOAO 25 KM. Koro3anaaHoO
OT BMAMH), KbAETO Ce HOMMPAT OCTaHKMTE Ha Castra
Martin. MHOro Ao6pe 3anaseHa, NPOU3XOXAALLA OT
neproaa Ha TeTpapxmata, € KPpenocT T.HAP.
quadriburgium. Caep, TOBA TOBIMBAME MO CTPAHNYHUTE
MbTUWA MO AbMKMHATA HA AyHaB. 1o TOBO Tpace
TPSI6BO AQ Ce MPWABMKBA BHMMATEAHO, 30LLOTO Te
BOASIT MPE3 MAAKW MPOAOBE 1 CEAd. [TbpBUs 0OEKT 30
pasmexaaHe e Apdap (Ratiaria). Ms19 BOAM MBPBO A0
AYHOBQ, KbAETO OT ABETE CTPOHM CE BMKAAT YACTU OT
HEKPOMOAM, A MOCAE CE U3AUIA HA KPAMAYHOBCKMS
CKAOH, KbAETO HO MECTA Ce& BMKAQT OHTUYHU PYMHM.
Kpam 6AM3KATA peka — HA tor OT PyUHUTE — Ce BMKAQT
OCTOHKMTE HA QKBEAYKT. [OCAe TPBbrBOME KbM MPOA
Aom. B LEeHTbPa MMA MOABK My3eln. Ha naprtepa e
HOMNPABEH MAABK AQMMACPUYM. OCTAHOAOTA YOCT OT
eKCrno3numsITA € NoCBeTeEHA HO MECTHATA UCTOPUS U
eTHorpadusl. PynHtre Ha Almus ce HOMUPAT HA BbpPXA
HA XbAMQ, 304 My3est. OT AoM Tpbreame Kb Ko3AnoAy#H,
B YMSITO OKOAHOCT CO pyuHUTE HO Augustae. Ot Tam
NPOABAKOABAME HA M3TOK KbM ureH — Oescus. Oule B
CEAOTO Ce BMKAAT PEKOHCTPYUPOHUTE PYMHU HO
dopTUPMKALMITA. TPBIBAMKM MO TIXHATA ABAKMHA B
MOCOKA HA peKka VIcKkbp cpelame aHTnyeH rpaa. Ot
[MreH No MbTg MUHOBALL, KA AYyHOB TOBIBOME KbM

o

93



Nikopol

From Gigen the road runs along the Danube toward
Nikopol, passing Somovit at the mouth of the Wit river
on the way. No ruins can be seen in the ancient Utus
but the landscape, cemeteries and the charm of a
small Bulgarian village are well worth the visit. About
1 km east of the center of Nikopol a rock church cutin
the limestone massif can be seen. Next the route takes
visitors by the only available road about 500 m south to
a spring (€eSma) with an ancient inscription. Turning
right by the smaill church the visitor goes on o the Turk-
ish fort in Kaleto from where there is a splendid panora-
ma of the Danube.

Pleven

From Nikopol the route goes on to Pleven, where a
local museum presents antiquities found at Gigen
(Oescus). The painted Panorama of the Battle of
Pleven should be seen by all means. For lovers of
nature the Kajtaka park with its waterfalls and grottos is
a must; a nice lunch can be had in a restaurant locat-
ed in one of the caves.

Svistov/Belene (Novae/Dinum)

From Pleven there is a good road to Svistov. A furnoff
before Svistov leads to Belene with the ruins of Dimum
standing above the Danube. In Svistov there are three
places fo visit in the city cenfre. The Museum of a
renowned Bulgarian poet Aleko Konstantinov also
contains some antiquities from Novae and an interest-
ing ethnographic exposition. Just 50 m further on a
small but rich archaeological museum operates in the
building of the “Svistov” restaurant and a display of
antiquities can be seen in the restaurant itself. Leaving
for Novae by the road to Ruse, tourists pass a church
that is one of the oldest examples of the Bulgarian
renaissance. A visit fo Novae, which lies about 4 km
east of the town, will take from 2 to 3 hours.

Krivina (Iafrus)

Afew kilometers from the fortress, at Kriving, lie the ruins
of latrus.

Veliko Tarnovo

From there the route goes on to Biala, where a right
turn should be taken for Veliko Tarnovo. On the way,
visitors should look for a sign indicating the direction to
Nicopolis ad Istrum. At Samovodene located further
down the road to Téarnovo, a right furn will take visitors
to the quarries at Hotniza. Térnovo is one of Bulgaria’s
former capitals and one of the most beautiful cities in
the country thanks to its location. A spacious archaeo-
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Hukonoa, 3aamMuHaBamkm COMOBUT KPAM AEATATA HA
pexka But. B 103K HakoraweH Utus pyuHute He ce
BVDKAQT, HO MEM3AKA M MHOXXECTBOTO CTAPW rpobuLLa
M KPACOTOTA HA MAOAKUTE OBATAPCKM CEeALd CU
30CAY)KOBO AQ Ce BUAST. B HUKOMOA MOXe AQ ce BUAM
—HQ OK. 1 KM HO U3TOK OT LLeHTbPA — MHTEPECHA CKAAHO
LIbPKBA, U3ABAOCOHA BbB BAPOBUKOBUS KAUGD, O MOCAE
TPbrBAME MO EAVMHCTBEHWS MbT BOAELLL HO tOT HO OKOAO
500 M OT AsBATA CTPAHA BMKAOME BOAEH W3BOP
(YelwMa) C AHTUYHA MHCKPUALKMS. 3CBUBANKM BEAHArA
BASICHO KPQA MOAKQ LIbPKBA M3AM3AME HA KaaeTo — A0
TYPCKQO KPEMNOCT OT KbAETO MMA YYAECEH U3IAEA KbM
AyHaB. OT HMKOMOA CU CTpyBA AQ Ce€ TPbMHE KbM
MAeBeH, KbAETO CE€ HAMUPA Mb3el, B KOWTO ce
CBbXPaHSBAT ekcnoHatn ot Oescus. CTpyBa CU CbLLO
AQ ce BUMAM T.Hap. [laHOpaMa - BEAMYECTBEHO
XYAOXECTBEHO AEAO MPEACTABALLO OUTKATA Kpan
[AeBeH. 3a AtOBUTEAUTE HA MPUPOAQTA MHTEPECHO
MSICTO LLLe € NapK KanAbKa — C BOAOMOAM 1 NELMPU — B
€AHa OT T9x € oT1BopeH pectopaHT. Ot [AaeBeH no
Xy6aB MbT MbTyBaAMe 3a CBUMLLOB. HO KPBCTOBMLLETO
npeA rpPaAd 30BMBAME B MOCOKO BeAeHe, kbaeTo Ha
6pera Ha AyHOBA Ce BMKAAT pynHUTE HO Dimum. B
LUeHTbpa Ha CBUWOB WMA TPU MeECTd, KOWTO
30CAYXKOBAT AQ ce nocetqar. [TbpBoto e Mysea Ha
AAeKOo KOHCTAHTUHOB, BOYKEH OBArAPCKM MUCATEA. TaM
Cce HOMMPA CbLLO YACT OT Adnadpuyma ot Novae 1
VHTEepPEeCHa eTHOrpadCKa ekcnosunums. MHOro 6An3Ko
— Ha oK. 50 M — B peCTOpPaHT C nmeTo “CBULLOB" MMa
MOABK, HO BOraT APXEOAOTNHECKM My3el, O B CAMMUS
PECTOPAHT — AQMMAQPUYM. TOBrBAMKK B MTOCOKA Novae
- NMbTa 3 Pyce — Cu CTPYBO AQ CE BUAM MPEAECTHATA
UbPKBA — HAW-PAHEH MpUMep 30 ObArapCcKus
peHecaHc. Novae ce HOMUPA HA OK. 4 KM HO U3TOK OT
rPOAC — 34 HEroBOTO PA3IAEXAOHE TPSIOBA ACQ Ce
otaendt 2-3 yaca. Ot kpenocTra ltalica cu ctpysa aAa
Ce TPbrHE KbM OTAGAEYEHATA HA HSIKOAKO AECETKU
KnAoOMeTpa KpMBMHQ, KbAETO Ce BUXKAQT PYWHUTE HA
latrus. OT TOM TPbBrBAOME B MOCOKA HA rpaa bsaa,
KbAETO 30BMBAME HOASCHO, B MNOCOKO BeAuko
TbpHOBO. Mo MbTa TaBeAa HM nocoysa Nicopolis ad
Istrum. [bTyBOMKM MO-HATATBK 3Q TbPHOBO, B rPAA
CaMOBOAEHE MOXEM AQ 3ABMEM HOASICHO, 30 AQ
BUAMM KOMEHOAOMHUTE B XOTHMLA. ThPHOBO — €AHC OT
HSIKOFALWWHUTE CTOAMUM HA BbArapus e Kpacwus,
PO3MOAOXKEH CpPeA XbAMOBE — € €eAMH OT Haml-
KpacuBUTE TPAAOBE B BbArapus. Tyk Moxe aAQ ce
MOCETU  TOAEMUS

ApPXeOoAOTrn4eCKkn My3en 1
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logical museum and a museum of the history of Bul-
garia are located in the city centre. An unforgettable
impression is left by the Carevec, fortress of the Bulgar-
ian tsars. North from Tarnovo, there are the pottery
manufacturing centres at Butovo and nearby Pavlikeni
reached by side roads.

Ruse

From there visitors should head for Ruse taking the
main Ruse-Sofia transit route. Affer 30 km a sign shows
the way to the village of Batin, the ancient Scaidava.
Ruse has an archaeological museum fo visit and the
most persevering tourists can search for the almost
invisible ruins of Sexaginta Prsta.

Tutrakan (Transmarisca)

Silistra is the next stop on the road, but on the way a
small road climbs to Tutrakan with the partly recon-
structed ruins of the fort Transmarisca.

Silistra (Durostorum)

Continuing on to Silistra, a turn to the left will take visi-
tors to Mlalak Preslavec from where by taking a road
toward the inactive power plant on the Danube and
then following a field path to the west along the
Danube, one can visit the ruins of the fortifications if
Nigrianis-Candidiana now hidden in the woods. A bird
reserve can be visited before reaching Silistra. In the
town there is an inferesting museum in the city center
presenting a rich collection of antiquities from Durosto-
rum (ask to see an ancient tomb in the town). The first
complex of ruins lies about 500 m south of the museum,
the second, which has been restored, in a park by the
Danube.

HOMUPALLMST Ce AO HEro UCTOPUYNUCKK My3eln.
He3abpoBrMX CNOMEHN e MMAT OHe3W, KOUTO ce
pewart Aa nocetdr LlapeseL, — KpenocT Ha GbArapPCKM
uape. OT TbpHOBO, MbTYBAMKM MO CTPAHUYHK MbTULLA
HO CeBEep MOXeEM AQ BUAUM KEPAMUYHUTE LIEHTPOBE B
BytoBo 1 Ha6AM30 [MaBAvKeHn. OT Tom KbM Pyce no
TAGBHUSI TPAH3UTEH MbT (Pyce-Codus). Caea oK. 30 kv
3HOK e HK NoKaxke ceAo batuH, HgakorawHa Scaida-
va. B Pyce 1psi6Ba AQ Ce BUAM OPXEOAOTMYECKMS
My3el, O U3ABPKAMBUTE MOTAT AC MOTbPCAT KPAW
AYHOBQ MOYUTN HEBUAMMUTE PYMHI HO Sexaginta Prsta.
Ot Pyce nbryBame 3a CuAnCTpA. [10 MbTs MOXEM AQ ce
oTéreM B TyTPAKAOH, M3KAYBAMKM CE HArope Mo ruT¢ LWwe
CTUMHEM AO YACTUYHO PEKOHCTPYMPOHUTE PYUHU HO
Transmarisca. [1o-HOTOTBK MO NbTa 30 CUAMCTPA
MQOKEM 3ABMBAMKM HOASIBO AQ CTUrHEM A0 MaAbK
MNMpecaasel, Tyk TPBBAMKK MO MbTs 30 AYHABA KbM
30TBOPEHATA EAEKTPOLEHTPOAQ, d MOCAEe KPpan
AyHOBQ MO MOACKMS MbT HO 3AMNOA CE€ HOTbKBAME HA
ckputn B ropata doptneurkaumm Nigrianis-Candidi-
ana. ToyHo npean CUAUCTPA MOXe AQ Cce nocetu
BEAMKOAEMHWST PE3epPBAT 30 MTUUM. B camug rpap e
HOM-AOBPE AQ Ce MAE HOM-HAMNPeA AO MHTepeCHMs
My3er HOMUPALL, Ce B LeHTbPA HA MPAACQ ¢ 6orara
KOAEKLMSI OT QHTUYHK OTKPUTKSI OT Durostorum (Tyk cu
CTPYyBO AQ Ce MNOMUTa 34 Bb3MOXHOCTTO AQ Ce
PA3AEAQ AHTUYHATA POBHULA). [TbPBUS KOMMNAEKC
PYWHM Ce HOMMPA HA oK. 500 M HA o OT My3€es], BTOpUS]
— PEKOHCTPYMPAH — B NAPKA Kpan AyHOB.
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